
I / 


75 




Zl GLORIOUS YEARS OF El 
DEDICATED LIBRARY SERVICE? 

PRAL REFERENCE LIBRARY 







ENGLISH 

COINS AND TOKENS 


BY 


LLEWELT-YNN JKWITT E.S.A 

A uHar of " IMf-lfmrs amoufumf AuiiiHltltt ; ” "G>wt 

Aleunds ami their Caiiteiiis " The Ceiamie Art tit Great 
Bit tain;" " Coif oration Plate and InstgHia 
of OPee ; " " The Staielji Homet 
of England" etc., etc. 


WITH 

3 Cljapttr on anH 3K.oinan Cofn^ 

BY 

BARCLAY V. HEAD, M.R.A.S,, ETC 

Aiiiitaiii Keefer of Cows, British Museum ; 
CeiietfoHillng hJemter of tie /titfenal German At ehieologtcal /nstlhiti 


FOURTH 


EDITION 


LONDON ! 

SWAN SON-NENSCHEIN St CO 

PATERN03TEB. SQUARE 

1892. 




COINS OF THE ANCIENT BRITONS. 


Ir Ls not possible to ssay, with any t1e|Ti-cc of certainty, at what 
precise period onr ancient Hritish forelathors naprired a know- 
ledge of the art of coining, or into what part of onr island 
that art was first introduced. The probability, however, amount- 
ing almost to a certainly, is that the use of money and, con- 
sequently, the art of making it, was intipduced Into Britain from 
Gtffl; and the Kentish const being the nearest to that coun- 
try, and receiving friendly and bartering incursions from the 
Bcigic tribes, with whom, doubtless, the natives traded, the 
natural assumption is that money was known to, and its use 
appreciated by, tire inhabitants of that county long before those 
of the inland and more iiorthetm parts of the island had any 
larowledge of such a medium as a substitute for ordinary product- 
barter. Kent may therefore, I apprehend, be looked upon as 
the district in which money made its first mrpcnrance in onr 
counlry } and, probably, where also it was first made hy our 
Celtic proj'eniiors. 

The period which may, with more than ordinary probability, 
ire assigned to the adoption of a home-struck currency among 
tire tiilios of our country, is also, naturally, a matter about which 
only a vamie nonclushni can be avilvcd at. The conclusion, 
however, liuil has been come to after the roosi assiduous and 
seareltiitg aUenlion to and coiisidcraliou of every possible cir- 
eumslanco of loruUly, analogy of types, and weight, Is that that 
period way be Irjted at Cvorn (t Uundted and filly Ur two Irundretl 
years Ircforq llieliirtlitif Clrtlsl, This, then, tor general pm poses 
way Im looked npuu nS the most closely approximate period that 
the present stale of our knowledge has enabled those tminis- 
inalists who have made (his branch of the. sciciico their special 
study to arrive at, 

The lype of supposed earliest coins of the Britons, derived, 
there can bo no doubt, from those of Gaul, to which they had 
become ncgualomed, are rrnirtsciibed } those of Gaul having, in ■ 
turn, ovlglfially and long before the days of Julius Csesar, been 
derived from the sfalerot Fhilippus of hlacedon li This has been 
ably |hqwii and insisted upon try various writers, and to it Mr. 
Kvans, the highest and most ^lightened authority upon the 
subject, has given his full adhesion. The Phoctenn colony of 
3 
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M.issllin (Arnr>iOi1U"i), 1)6 snys, “a|ipeai'<i to liiivo fornii’il the 
cenire fiom wliicli oivili/.aUi)n spri-atl thi-ouali (.iaiil, ns welt ns 
to have beun thn cmporimn of its commorcc. It was fomiiloil 
nlionl ii.c, 600, and from interconrsn with its inlrnhitnnts the 
noi^hhoiu'ing (inuls first Icnniud tho usages of civllired life, niul 
after a time hceamo acquainted with the art of coining. The 
early silver coins of Alaaailia {and none in gold are known) weir 
occasionally imitated In tho surrounding country j Imt when, about 
the year n.c. 356. the gold mines of Crenidcs (or I’hilippi) wore 
acquired by I'hilip II, of Maecdon, and worked so ns to produce 
about ;f3So,ooo worth of gold annually, the general currency 
of gold coins, which had before been of very limited extent, 
became much more extensive, and the s/aier of Philip^s^the 
rt^a/e mnnisma of Horace — became everywhere diflused, and 
seems at once to have been seized on by the barbarians who 
came In contact with Greek civilbnlion as an object of imita- 
tion. In Gaul this was especially the case, nnil the whole of 
the gold coinage of that country may be said to consist of 
imitations, more or less rude and degenerate, of the M.iccdonian 
Philippus." 

Tho types of the riiilippus ore, on the obverse, a laureated 
profile bust of Apollo, or young Hercules, and, on the reverse, 
a charioteer in a blga, and tho earliest Gaulish imitations are 
tolerably closely, though move rudely, rendcreil. These, natu- 
rally, were iuli'uduced, and became known, to the Uritons, 
who, ns naturally, iinllatod them, ns their neighbours had done 
the originals. Hut these bnitalions were not always servile, 
but had occasionally additional foaluroH, ns dmpery, a torque 
annul the neck, a bandlet, or wlial not. The eimsfanl repro- 
jlucing of the dies by diiTcrciU wurktnen ami in illfferenl 
localities also resulted in the original di'sign being at length 
almost lost, and what now, to tho nninitlaiud, appear a lot of 
unmeaning pellets and curved strokes, sewn only ns Indieaiinns, 
or faint Irnees, of the ovighuil. Here, upon the. coins (p. 5), is 
an example. Vlrst l.s the stattr of X’hilip of Maeedon, with 
inurealcdbust atid higa ; next a Brithh coin on whiuh there Is 
an nllcmplcd reproduction of the he.ad on one side, and a rude 
hnllntlon of horse and driver on the other ; and on the third a 
very dogencralc example, oiv which only a Irnw of each is di.s- 
cemible. These three, out of hundreds of examples, will serve 
to show the descent of the type and the changes to which the 
desi^ has been subjected. Other types shared the same fate, 
and thus the correct appropriation of Celtic coins beedtnes a 
matter of no little difficulty. 
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It Is wi'U to rcmcmlKM', ns evuicnccrl by these gmcltial marks 
of degonemtioni Ui.it the nuler coins nre not, ns might well be 
(nnil imlced have nsiinlly been) .supiioseil, the oldest, but are, 
in fact. Inter than others of a higher nml more nilistic character. 
In other words, some of these .series of coins, inste.ul of showing 
the onward and gnidunl progress of art fiom a liist rude attempt 
up to a liigldy linislied woik, serve to eshibil step by step its 
gnuhial degeneracy and decline down to nilimatc extinction. 




Other coins were more or loss Inutatlons of Roman coins, but 
otliers again have a true native cliarncter about lliein that shows 
thill the Briton, who was tin admirable and accomplished worker 
in metals, was also a devor die-sinker, and had in him con- 
siderable power of design. 

Celtic coins are usually considered under two classes, the 
uninserthed and the inscrihed — ^Ihat is, those which are without 
any iascripllons, and thotte upon which names or other letters 
occur— and It seems to be a generally received opinion that 
whenever on inscribed currency was in use, an unlnscribed one 
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hail prccctleil it. The uninscviliwl are, wirniluiinti'ly, the most 
nhiiniiant, and tliwefore, manifestly, it is innwi.'.ilile tu juil{,u' by 
them to wlint princes or lill>e.s they hehmi{. Tiie {ii'ii(fi,ipl»ii-al 
nirnnttemeiU— tliat of clnshifyinK the types nccoulinu to the 
localities in which tlicy hiive been Immil -Itas theiclore, ns n 
general nml very convenient rule, to be aJupit'd. _ Some coins, 
os the one heie engraved from my own collection, liave the 



convex side perfectly plain, while the reverse, concave, side bears 
a more or less rude represcatntion of a hoise. 



/Vft. A-J, TVPRS OF ANCIRNT nRerlSK COINS, 

" Although we have assigned the date of nbout 150 o.c, for the 
commencement of the British coinage," Mr. Kvans remarks, ** it is 
hard to say with any degree of certainty in what part of the 
country U actually commenced. The study of this class of coins 
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H (o some exlent like Hint of geoliiiiys we have no written 
leilimony on wliieli to fall hack, ami the nniuiU of the past have 
to he reeoiihtructecl from the evidence of coiitunipoiiivy yet dnml) 
witnesses (IlsinterTcil from the soil, lint the numismatist has 
none of those aids whlcli the geologist derives from the order 
of supcriKisition, and the mineral characters of the rucks in 
which his fossils are preserved ; and, in the case of rminscribed 
coins, has nothing but the type and its geographical range on 
which to found any conclusion, unless, as in some rare instances 
it happens, the cotns are associated, with others of more certain 
date. Tlie mere fact of finding n single coin of a certain class 
in a certain locality proves nothing ; but when a considerable 
num]]pr of coins of much the same type are found at different 
_ times in places all within n certain dislrict, the proof becomes 
' almosl conclusive that they were originally sliuck within that 
dislrict. And this holds true even witli gold coins, whicli, from 
their greater value and relative portahuity, have, as a rule, a 
much wider range than those of silver or copper.” 

The districts into which it has been found most convenient 
(and undoubtedly as presenting an armngement that may be 
looked upon as practically correct) to classily the uiscribed coins 
are as follows 

L— COINS OK THE WESTERN DISTRICT, or countiy of 
tho Dohnni, comprising the present counties of Somerset, 
Wilts, Gloucester, and part of Oxfordshire and Derkshire, 
and in which are cinssea the coins of— 
nODVOC • . of unceitain date. 

CATTI . . „ 

COMVX . . „ „ 

VO-COKIO-Al) (?) „ „ 

ANTRIIRIOVS . naoriii a.i>. 

SVEl ■ . . unceitain date. 

INARA (?) 

n.— SOUTTI-KASTERN district, or country of the 
Uelgm, Ri'gni, and Atrebatii, comprising the present counties 
of Ilaropsnire, Sussex, aud West Surrey, and In which ore 
classed the coins of— 

COMMIVS . . the earliest inscribed coin, SS I1.C 

COMMX FfiL] 

TINC[OMmIVS] , son of Commius. 

VERICA or VIRICA son of Commius. Tlie first coin with 
•REX inscribed. 

Ill,— KENTISH DISTRICT, or country of the Cnntii, conu 
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piiswg the ptESont counties of Kent and East Sun'ey, and 
in which are classed the coins of — 

EPPILLVS . . son of Cominivs. 

DVBNOVELLAVNVS temp. Angnsii. 

VOSE[NOS] . . of uncertain date. 

AMMINVS . . . „ 

CRAB ..... „ 

IV,— The CENTRAL DISTRICT, or country of the Caty- 
euchlani and Trinobantes, comprising the present counties 
of Buckinghamshire, Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire, Middle- 
sex, Essex, Northamptonshire, and parts of Berkshire, 
Cambridgeshire, Huntingdonshire, and Oxfordshire, and 
in which are included the coins of — ^ 

ANDOCO[MIVS] , contemporary with Toseiovanus. 
TASCIOVANVS . 30 b.g., who died $ a.d. 
VERULAMItJM . which was the chief sent of Tascio- 
vaniis’s government. 

RUFIorRVLI^ 


DIAS 

EICON 

SEGO 

EPATICVS 


contemporary, but unknown. 


EPATICVS , son of Tnsciovanus. 

CVNOBELINVS son of Tasciovaniis, Area 40 a. D. 

And several others whose legends are undecipherable. 

V. — ^The EASTERN DISTRICT, or country of the Iceni, 

comprising the present counties of Norfolk and Sulfolk, 
and parts of Cambridgeshire and Huntingdonshire, and in 
which are classed the coins of — 

ADDEDOMARVS, supposed to have been contemporary 
with Cunobelinus. 

ECEN \ 

saemv— 

ACSV I 

ANTED . f S’!! unknown. 

CAV (?) or CAM 
DVRO / 

VI. — The YORKSHIRE DISTRICT, or country of the 

Brigantes, comprising Yorkshire and parts of the adjacent 
counties to the south, and in which are included the coins 
of- 

VOLISIOS. 

DVMNOCOVEROS. 


DVMN— TIGIP— SENO (?1 
VEP— 
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CORF. 

AVNT— 

nsvpsv. 

The parts of the country iiibabitcd at one time or other by 
various tribes may be tabulated as follows, and will be useful 
to students of that early period of national history ; the present 
names of counties, os the most convenient, arc given in the list. 
The tribes seem to have been the — 

Ancalites, an early tribe who inhabited part of Berkshire. 

Atrebates, the main portion of Berkshire. 

Attacotti, a fierce Scottish tribe. 

BET.GiE, the country from the southern coast to the Bristol 
Chatunel, including Hants, Wills, and Somerset. 

Bibroci, an early tribe, port of Berks, and Hants, Surrey, 
Sussex, and the east of Rent. 

Brigantes, the country from the Mersey and Humber to 
Scotland. 

CiMBRt, the borders of Devonshire. 

Cangi, North Wales, on the coast of the Irish Sea. 

Cantu, Kent, which in Cmsar’s lime was divided among four 
chiefs or kings. 

Cassi, l-Iertfordshire. 

Catybuculani, Buckinghamshire, Bedfordshire, and Ilert- 
fordshlre, 

CCBNIMAGNl, Suffolk. 

CoRiTANi, or CoRiTAVi, Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, 
Leicestershire, Lincolnshire, Northamptonshire, and Rutland. 

CORNAilll, Warwickshire, Worcestershire, Staffordshire, 
ShtopshVi®, CVvesAwe, awA Y™-rt of FVTOtehwe. 

Dumnonii, or Uamnohh, Cornwall and Devonshire. 

Demet/e, Cnermorthenshire, Cardiganshire, and Pembroke- 
shire, 

DOBUNI, Oxfordshire and Gloucestershire. 

Durotriges, Dorsetshire. * 

GaBeni, Cumberland and part of Northumberland; and 
Selkirk, and adjacent portions of Scotland. 

Hedui, Soraersolshire. 

ICEMi, Suffolk, Norfolk, Cambridgeshire, and Utinlingdon- 
shire. 

Tdgantes, const of the Irish Sea. 

MORINI, Dorsetshire. 

Ordovices, Flint, Denbigh, Montgomery, Merioneth, Caer. 
narvon, and Anglesen. 

Otadini, tlte land from the 'Tyne to the horth. 
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Parish, the south-east of Yorkshire. 

Rrgni, Surrey and Sussex. 

Remi, supposed to bo identical with the Ribroci. 

Segontiaci, the greater part of Hampshire, and Berkshire. 

Sbnones, a portion of Hampshire. 

Sestontii, Westmoreland and Cumberland. 

SiLURES, Plerefordsliire, Radnorshire, Brecknockshire, Mon- 
mouthshire, and Glamorganshire. 

Trinobantes, Middlesex and Essex. 

VoLUNTii, Lancashire. 

I now proceed to enumerate some of the inscribed coins 
refeiTed to under the geographical arrangement already given. 

BODVOC. 

Coins bearing the word dodvoc, bodvo, or onvoc, have 
usually, but erroneously, been ascribed to Boodicea, Queen of 
the Iceni. As is remarked by Evans, “ Tlicre is no ground for 
supposing that any coins were struck by Boadicea, who never 
seems to nave exercised the queenly power, unless as the leader 
of a short-lived revolt, and whose chief complaint against the 
Romans was, that the kingdom left by her husband Prasutagus, 
to which possibly she may have hoped to succeed, was overrun 
and pillaged by their troops, she herself scourged, and her 
daughtei-s put to shame.” Moreover, no coins of bodvoc have 
ever been found in the Icenian territory, but are confined to the 
opposite side of the country ; and are evidently of a date 
anterior to the revolt of Boadicea. The usual type has on the 
obverse simply the word bodvoc in large letters across the 



field t reverse, a horse of more or less disjointed chameter, with 
choriot-vfheel and other details. One example has, however, 
on the obverse a profile bust to tlie left, and letters BODVO it 
front of the face ; and reverse, a horse, etc. 

CATTI. 

A convex coin. Obverse, an object which may be describee 
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as a branch, or n spUce of flowers ; rcvme, a cllsjoinlctl horse, 
chariot-wheel, etc., and the letters catti. 

COMVX. 

Much the same ns the last, with the letters, on nivrse, coMVX. 

VO-CORIO. 

The reading of these is doablful. The coins are much the 
same as the last, with the letters vo-conio over the horse on the 
reverse. One variety has the additional lelteis A D in front of 
the horse's head, and another also a d by Us legs ; thus the 
continuous inscription would be VOCOsioadd, but is at present 
uninferpretable. 

ANTEDRIGVS. 

Oiverse, same as the lost ; reverse, disjointed horse, with 
chariot-wheel and other objects, and the letters antedkigv, or 
ANTEd. I, ov. Another type has, obverse, a barbarous attempt 
at a head ; and reverse, a horse as usual, with the letteis 
ANTES, or ANTED, or ANTESRI, etc. 

INMA, INAM, or INARA. 



Obverse, as before j reverse, disjointed horse, with chariot- 
wheel, ete., and the Icttera inma, inam, or more probably 

INARA. 

SVEI. 

Obverse, barbarous attempt at a head ; reverse, disjointed 
horse, and letters sv above, and ei beneath the horse. Probably 
struck by some British regulus whose name began with svei. 

COMMIVS (f). 

Obverse, rude attempt at a head ; reverse, disjointed horse, 
with chariot-wheel, etc., and the letters MMfos, or ommtos. 

TINqOMhilVS]. 

A son of Commivs. Obverse, on some, portions of a rude 
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bust ; on others, tinc on a sunk tablet ; others, cuir, or COM'I'', 
on a similar sunk tablet; others, iincom, or ncom, etc., be- 
tween riezag and coidcJ lines rxioss the field ; others, tinc on n 
tablet, above which is c and below F, etc. Reverse, on some, a 
rude, disjointed hoise, with the letters, tinc commi f ; others, a 
horse as before, with tin dv ; others, of a higher class of art, a 
horseman poising a javelin, and charging to the led, with c F 
below and a star above ; otheis, horseman with javelin as before, 
and TIN ; another, a winged head of Medusa, which unique 
coin IS in Mr. Evans’s cabinet; othcis, a horse and tin ; and 
other varieties. 

VERICA, or VIRICA. 

m 

A son of Commivs. Obverse, an expanded five-lobed leaf, or 
a cluster of five oak leaves, with VI on one side, and m on the 
other; a sunk tablet of vaiious forms, with the letters COM'F; 
VERIC'COM'F in two lines ; VERICA COMMi F encii cling a 
circular shield, or other object ; com f between crescents with 
horns facing inwards ; a semi-diaped seated figure, with 
VERICA ; a filleted bust with VIRRI ; and others, examples of 



whidi ate here engraved. Reverse, on some a horseman 
galloping or leaping, with CO'F, vir rex, or viu ; a rldei’less 
horse with REX, vi, vir; a lion with viR; a tiophy of an 
attempted imitation of the Roman caducous between two cornu- 
copia!, rising from a two-handled vase, and CUMMI F ; a 
capricorn, with efvi com f, etc, ; 
this latter being very remarkable as 
bearing the names of the two brotheis 
Veriea and Eppillus. Another variety 
has a horseman on each side, with 
COM F on the obverse, and VERICA on 
the reverse ; and another, a diademed and draped bust on one 
side with viRi, and on tlie other, a seated figure of Viorory (?). 

' 9S here engraved. 
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EPPFLLUS. 

One of tlio sniTi of Commiiifi, and lirother lo Tii)o[ommins] 
and Vciica. Ilis name occurs in vaiions stages of abbreviation, 
JSFPILLVS, EPPll,, EPPI, EPP, and RP. Oii'erse, on some the 
name kppil com R in two lines across the coin; others, a 
circular wreath inclosing com f j or winged figure of Victory 
within a wreath ; or a headed hand and a line of foliage in 
saltire, wth the four letters e p p i, one on each of the angles of 
the cross ; or a diademed head } or an eagle rising with epp ; 
or an ornamental cross, with eppi com F between the limbs 



(p. 6, Fig. r.) ; or a bull, evidently copied from the coin ol 
Augustus, here engraved. Reverse, a winged horse, or Pegasus ; 
or an undraped horseman galloping, wiSi eppili-vs, etc. j or 
draped horseman galloping, with eppi com P ; or hoise only, with 
EPPI, and a quatrefoil or other ornaments ; or undraped standing 
winged figure, with ep ; or a crescent between two clusters of 
pellets, with hex calle (supposed to allude to Callova— Sil- 
chester— as place of mintage) j and other varieties. 

nVBNOVELLAVNV.S. 

Oiverse, on some a device (placed diagonnllv across the coin) 
that may almost be taken to 1X! the Ihunclerholt of Jove, 
between two circles that vtaj/ be the wheel of Nemesis, tlie 
emblem of swift and rolributivo justice, as not unfrequeutly 
represented in Roman art ; or ft lanrcatcd head, witli Dvbno*; 
or other device. Rcs'erse, on some a horse with or without a 
wreath or branch below and other minor devices, with the 
letters DVBNO . . . , , [DV]BN0VELL . . . . , DVBNOVIILLA, 
[DVBNo]vin.t,AVN, ot DVBNO [vebla] VNOs ; or a giilfin, or 
ornithoccphalous winged horse with star and other ornaments ; 
or a horse with dvbn in a tablet; or other varieties. 

VOSE[NOS] (?). 

Oiverse, plain convex. Reverse, a horse, above which is a 
bull’s head and a ring ornament : and, beneath, whet has been 
/iescribed as a “ horned serpent,’* but may be a torque or other 
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object, with Nos j or a horse with other accompani 

ments, and vosii. 

AMMINVS. 

Olnierse, a bust to the light, with ot 
without AMMI ; or a plant of seven 
branches with amminvs. Reverse, 
front view of a biga, or what may be 
described as two demi-horses conjoined, 
heads and forelegs facing outwards, a human head between, 
and the letters B above and S below ; or the excrgual line, 
winged Pegasus passant, with dvn above and am ; or a 
capricorn, or hippocampus, and am. 

CRAB. 

Only two coins, according to Mr. Evans, are known bearing 
this name, or rather commencement of a name, the remainder of 
which is unknown. One of the two known examples bears on 
the adverse a cross whose limbs are formed of three rows of 
beads, with central ring, and in the angles between the limbs 
of the cross the letters crab. Reverse, an eagle rising 
regardant. The other has, obverse, the letters C R A B on a 
tablet, above which is an annulet, and, below, an S-shaped 
object j reverse, a tressure of six beaded points, points outwards, 
with a central ring, and within each of the outer curves three 
pellets. 

ANnOCO[MIVS] (?). 


Ot verse, on some, bust to tlie right, with the letters ANDOCO ) 
or a double cruciform ornament, formed, the one cross of 
beaded fillets, and odier of two torque-like figures, more or less 
developed and accompanied b^ other minor marks (p. 6, Fig. B); 
or a bearded profile bust with a, etc. Reverse, a horse, with 
ANDOCO 5 or a horse with a bull’s head above, and ando j or a 
bridled winged Pegasus, with ahdoc, the n and D conjoined, etc. 

TASCIOVANVS. 

Ascertained from numismatic evidence to have been Iher 






AND ANGLO-SAXON COINS. 


•5 

father of Cnnobellnns and of Epaticcus, is supposed to have 
reigned some quarter of a century B c., with his capital fixed at 
Verulamium, and to have died somewhere about S B.c. Obverse, 
on some, a double cniclform device of the same general character 
as the last described, but of more or less disjointed and imperfect 
execution (p. 6, Fig. Hj ; or a somewhat similar device, with 
the letters tasci between the limbs of the cross ; or tasc on an 
oblong tablet with lines extended from its angles, and forming, 
with a bended band, etc., a kind of cruciform ornament ; or tasc 
within an oblong tablet surrounded by a beaded circle ; or a 
beaded bust to the left j or a laureated bust, with tascia ; or a 
Pegasus, with tas ; or an eagle, wings closed, regardant, 
wiSi TASCIA ; or a bust to the right, with tascia VA ; and 
others. Severse, on some, a horse with various accompani- 
ments, with TASCIOVAN, [T] ASCIAV, TAXCI, TASCIA, or TASC, 
etc. ; or a mounted horseman, with various contractions of the 
name j or a figure of Pegasus ; or a bull with tail over back 
and head os in act of tossing, as on the coin of Augustus (already 
referred to under ^pillus), from which it has evidently been 
copied } or a winged griffin j or a boar j or other device. 

VERVLAMIVM. 

The coins of Verulamium, the ancient city of Verulam, near 
St. Albans, the capital of the Catyencbloni, and a place of 
mintage during some period of time, are tolerably numerous in 
their types and of considerable interest. Its name as a place 
of mintage first appears upon the coins of Tasciovanus ; on the 
gold in extremely small characters, hut more conspicnously 
upon the silver and copper pieces. On some of the latter we 
have the name of the town alone, without that of the prince, 
hut the types are so connected with those which bear the name 
of Tasciovanus that it is evident the apparently autonomous 
coins must have bean issued during ms reign. Among the 
abbreviated forms of the name of the city upon coins there struck 
are v, vaR, viiji, and vekiamio, and these occur in connec- 
tion with, or separate from, other Insciiptions. The obverse of 
one, bearing the letters verlakio between the points of the 
limbs of a double cruciform ornament, is engraved on p, 6, 
Fig.j). 

TASCIO EICON, 

Coitis hearing the letters — 

TASCIO TA3C1 TASCIOV TASCI 

RtCON RICONI RICO\ RICON 
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and the like, in two lines divided from cacli other in n tuhlct 
across the fieid of tlie coin, appear to have been struck liy Tascio- 
vanns at some town of mintage indicatcci by KICON, but which 
has not yet been satisfactorily ascertained, 

SEGO. 

Coins bearing the letters SEQo on a tablet, with or without 
the TASCIO of Tasciovanns, wonid seem to have been struck by 
him at some place, or recording some tribe, not yet accurately 
appropriated. 

EPATICeVS. 

One of the sons of Tasciovanns and brother of Cunobeline. 
Oiverse, on some, an ear of bearded coin and the letters TAsefF ; 
or a head of Hercules, and epati or spat. Rtverse, on sbme 
a nude mounted horseman, with lance and shield, and efaticcv ; 
or an eagle standing on a serpent, etc. 

CVNOBELINVS. 

The *' Cymbeline ” of Shakespeare, a son of Tasciovanns and 
brother of Epaticcus, and during whose reign the birth of our 
Saviour took place, struck a considemble variety of coins 
in ali the metals. He had Camulodunum (Colchester) for his 
capital and place of mintage. Of his sons Togodumnos and 
Caractacus no coins are known. The coins of Cnnobcllne arc 
so numerous and varied that it is not necessary to summarize 
their types. The following are examples of the inscriptions s— 

Obverse, camvl. Reverse, CVNOBEU. 


CA. MV. . 

CVNO. 

CA MV, 

CVN. 

CVNO RELI, 

CVN. 

CVNQ BELT. 

IDA. 

CVN, 


CVN. 

CV N. 

CVNO. 

TASC. F. 

CVNODSLINIv 

TASCIO, 

CVNO. 

TASCIO. 

TASCriOVAN. 

CVNOBBLI. 

CV NO. 

TASCIIOVA, 

CVNOBELINVS. 

TASCJOVANt, 

CVN or CVNO. 

CAM. 

CVNO. 

CAMV. 

CVNOBELI.V. 

CAM. 

CAMVL. 

CVNO, 
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Oiverse, CVNO. 

OVNOBELINI. 

CVNOBELTNVS. 

CVNOB. 

CVNOBII. 

CVNOBELINVS BEX. 
CAMVL ODVNO. 


Reverse, solidv. 

TASCIOVANI. F. 
TASCIIOVANII. F, 
TASCIIOVANTIS. 
TAB PIL, 

TASC. 

CVNO. 


ADDEDOMAROS. 

Possibly partly contemporary with Cunobeline. 01/verse, on 
some a singular device partaking of the conventional form of the 
" Thunderbolt of Jove,” as before alluded to; on others, a six- 
Jimbe'd device, the limbs curved in “Catherine-wheel" foim, 
^nd springing from three central crescents, rings and pellets in 
the angles ; or a ci’oss with beaded lines and two crescents (p. 6, 
Fig. c). Reverse, on some, a horse with or without branch be- 
neath, and with or without wheel, and other rude ornaments, 
and addf.do-marvs, or ADDErto, or A09IID0 [m], or other 
abbreviations. 

THE ICENI. 

A number of inscribed coins about which nothing certain is 
known have, with considerable show of reason, been attributed 
generally to the Iceni. Their types are very vai ied, and need 
not be recapitulated. Among the inscriptions are the follow- 
ing i— ECE or ECEN (probably for ICEK), AESV, SAEMV orSAFMV, 
ANTD or anted, CAV . . DVRO 

(possibly nVRO-CAM[BORICVM]), etc., 
etc. Many varieties of uninscribed 
coins are also, with more or leas show 
of rea-son, allribuled to the Iceni. 

The obverse of one example is engraved on p. 6, Fig. i. 

THE BRIOANTES. 

A number of coins have, with plausible reasoning, been 
appropriated by Mr. Evans and other authorities, to the Brig- 
antes, whose dominions seem to have comprised Yorkshire, 
Lancashire, and other northern parts, and who are indeed said 
to have been the original inhabitants, the Britons proper, of the 
island, who hod been driven inland and northwards by succes- 
sive invaders of the soil, and they seem to have been among 
the latest to retain tlie original national clraracteristics. Among 
the inscribed coins (which are of unusual rudeness) believed to 
'"have belonged to them, are tliose bearing the letters vo-Ll si -06 

It 
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on llie ahorse, and dvm noco vekos, or dvmno co veiios, on 
the rtrumt', dvmnovero ; nsvpsvj vei>, via- corf, or VEi* 
RF 5 DVMN on olwtrst, and tigtp-seno on rtvtne i avnt or 
AVN-T, the AVN being over the back of the hone, and the T 
beneath Us neck. 

CHANNEL ISLANDS. 

A number of types of rude uninscribed coins, pai'taking of 
the character of those of Gaulish origin, mostly in billon, but 
sometimes of silver or biousc, are ascribed to the Channel 
Llands, and numbcis of them have been found in Jersey and 
other islands, as well as in our own countiy. The examples 



engraved ore in my own possession, and were found, with 
others, in Devonshire. 

Tite usual type is a boldly emt, but rudely designed, head, a 
coarse imitation of the Greek already referred to j and the 
reverse a horse more or less disjointed or disintegrated, and 
accompanied by indications, more or less distinct, of wheels and 
odier objects. 

As indicating to some extent tlie area over which the coins of 
the ancient Britions circulated, it mtiy be said that the approxi- 
mate number of recorded localities in which “feds" have been 
made in the “ forty shires " may be summarized as most of all 
in Kent (say forty places) ; about half that number in Dorset, 
Sussex, and Essex j about a third in Oxfordshire ; say a fourth 
in Suffolk, Surrey, Buckingham, Hampshire, Herts, and 
Northampton j and so decreasing In Beds., Cambs., and Nor- 
folk: Berks, Middlesex, and Gloucester ; Wilts and Somerset, 
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Lincolnshire and Yorhshire ; Leicestershire, Monmouthshire, 
and Worcesteishire ; and Devonshire, Comumll, Ilimtinrfon, 
Lancashire, Northumberland, Nottingham, and Westmorland. 



Deibyshire, SlaiToidshire, and the other countiesnot enumerated, 
not having, so far as at present toown to me, produced a single 
rtcorded example. 

OOIITS OIS THE AHGLO-SAXONS. 

The earliest coins of the Anglo-Saxon period appear to have 
been rude imitations of some of the later current pieces of their 
Homan picdecessors in our island. It seems doubtful whether 
at first they had a coinage of their owii, the prohabilily being 
that those of the Homano-Biitons coiitmued, as they naCuraUy 
would, to be circulated. Some of the sceattre bear more or 
less rude figures and uncouth heads and devices, some being 
evident imitations of the well-known type of Romulus and 
Remus suckled by the shc-wolf, and others of equally well known 
types. From the scentiie, one of our common expressions at 
the present is derived. The word in the singular is sccat or 
scat) and the Saxon sc being pronounced soft, as sh, became 
shsad or shmt. From this it naturally became corrupted into 
''shot," and thus "paying your shot” simply meant paying 
your money, or clearing your reckoning, and "not having a 
shot in your looker,” being without money in cupboard, or purse. 
These early coins, some of which appear to bear Runic ebaruo' 
ters, cargiot with any degree of certainty be appropriated to any 
kings. 

* The penny, pening, or pending (said to he th« dtmhm- 
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live of //rW, a pledge, ami al<iohy‘iome said to be derived from 
pmiliff, to weigh) is fust nametl in the laws of Inn, king of the 
West Saxons, svho began to reign A.n. 6SS. It was, as now, m 
has been conclusively shown, the 240lh part of a pound, which 
weighed, about y] 6 a grains ; the weight of a penny was, there- 
fore, 24 grams, which still in our tables constitute a “dwt." or 
“ pennyweight.” 

The generally received opinion is that the first pennies as 
succeeding the sceattce, and quite independent of the styens, were 
struck by Ofih, king of Mercia, from A.D. 757 io 796 - “ When 

the kingdoms ot the Heptarchy were united in one sovereignty,*' 
ns I have written on another occasion, “ the mints were regu- 
lated by laws framed by the Wittenageinote, or Great Council 
of the Nation ; but it was not till the time of TEthelstan (924-'' 
940), that it was appointed there should be one kind of money 
throughout the whole realm, and that no one should coin but in 
a town. According to Stow, * ALthclstan made seven coining 
mints at Canterbuiy, four for the king, two for the archbishop, 
and one for the abbot ; at Rochester throe, two for the king, 
and one for the bishop. Besides these, in London eight, in 
Winchester six, in Lewes two, in Chichester one, in Hampton 
two, in Shaftesbury two, and in every other town one coiner.' 
The coins remaining pretty well prove this, and show there 
were very few considerable towns without a mint ; for besides 
those particularly mentioned in Aithelstan’s law, there are coins 
of Derby, Bristol, Evesham, Exeter, Glnuce.slcr, Ipswich, 
Lincoln, Norwich, Shrewsbury, Thetford, Wallingford, Wor- 
cester, York, and other places. The probability is that tlie 
custom of impressing on coins the name of the town of the 
mintage began in the early part of the reiim of AJtholatan." 

One of the largest “finds” of Anglo-Saxon coins was made 
at Cnerdalc, whei e, along svith a vast number of foreign pieces, 
there were found : — 

2 of ^ihelted. I of Abp. Ccolnoth. 

24 of AJllielslan 11 . 59 of Abp. Plegmnnd. 

I of Ciolwulf. 2 of Sltrie. 

857 of Alfred. 1770 of St. Eodmund, 

45 of Eadwetd. etc. 

Under the ordinary order of arrangement, the following may 
be talten as indications of the coins of Anglo-Saxon rulers : — 

XIArGS OP KENT. AITHILBERHT I., 72^-764. 

The setai attributed to this king is douhtlul, 
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EGCBERHT, 765-791, 

Tlic name is found as egcberii’I' rx. and on the reaeru is 
the luoneyei's name. 

EADBEARHT, 794-798. 

Obverse, the name eaobbarut rex in three lines across the 
held. 

Reverse, moneyer’s same with device. 

CUTHRED, 798-805. 

Obverse, on some a profile bust, others three arms branching 
out from the inner ciide, and extending through the legend, 
'CVDRLH REX or cvDRED REX CANT. Reverse, moneyer’s name 
with similar device or cross, etc. 

BALDRED, 805-S23. 

Obverse, bust or cross within inner circle, BAt-DRED, beldred, 
jr BEAEDRED REX CN Or CANT. Reverse, moneyer’a name, 
cross, etc. One of his coins has on the reverse mORMOD 
MONETA, and -within the inner circle, in two lines, drvr otTb 
for Doemiemia Civitas or city of Canteibury, and is the earliest 
known inslance of place of mintage appearing upon Saxon 
coins. 


MERCIAN KINGS. OFF A, 757 - 796 . 

The coins of Ofla arc of gieat vaiiety in type, of considerable 
beauty in design, and of belter workmanship than most of the 



Saxon pennies. On the obverse ia the name opfa rex, or REX 
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M, or REX MKRCIORN, Rtverify vailous croascs and other 
devices and moncyci'’s name. Of these upwards of fifty are 
known, and some of them used Runic letters. 

CYNEFRYTII, 

Coins of this queen (supposed to be the wife of Offi) are 
known, and bear on one side the bust and moneycr’s name j on 
the other her name and rbgina. 

COENVVLF, 794-S18. 

The coins bear a marked resemblance to those of Offn, but 
are inferior in execution. The name is usually coenvvi.f rex, 
with or without m for Mercia, and on the reverse the monger’s ^ 
name, and often the word moneta. Upwards of fifty moneyers 
are known. 

CEOLVVLF I., 819. 


Tire appropriation of coins to this kinff is conjectural. 
The name occurs us CI01.VVI.F or ceolvvi.f kkx m, or Ml or 
MCI or MEKCI. 

BEOUNVVLF, 820-824. 

Obverse, iieornvvi.f or heornwvlk rex, rbx m, etc., with 
bust. Reverse, woncyer's name. 

LUDICA or LUDICAN, 824, 825. 

Obverse, lvdica rex or RX, ME with bust. Revase, 
moneyer's name, with cross, etc. 

WIGLAF, 825-839. 

Obverse, VVIGRAF REX M and bust. Reverse, moneyer’s 
name, with cross. 

BERTHWLF, 839-852. 

Obverse, bust, and name bbrhtvlp or derjitvvxf rex or 
EK.'c M. Reverse, rtioneyer’s name, with cross, etc. j one has a" 
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tall cross bclwccii t a, and another the Christian monogram 
^ within the inner circle. About twenty moneyers are 
known. 

BURGHRED, 852-874. 

Obverse, bust, and name byrghbd or bvrgrd ; RB, REX, or 
lliscx M. Reverse, moneyer’s name, usually in a line across the 
middle of the coin with MON above and eta below. About one 
hundred and fitly varieties of moneyers’ names are known. 

CEOLVVLF II., 874. 

The coins of this last of the Mercian kings are not very 
sati^actorily to be distinguished from those of Ceolvvlf I. They 
bear a bust and ciolvvlp or ceobvvlf rex. 

KINGS OF THE EAST ANGLES. BEONNA. 

Beonna or Beom was contemporary with OITa. Obverse, 
BEONNA REX. Reverse, a cross within a square, from whose 
angle's lines of dots project, and letters. 

EADVALD, 819-827. 

Obverse, eadvald rex in three lines. Reverse, moneycr's 
name. 

jETHELSTAN L, circa 828-837. 

Obverse, bust or letter A, and name ethelttan or ethewtan 
REX or rex ang. Reverse, tnoncyer's name, of which several 
varieties are known. 

ETHELWARD, ev-ca 837-850. 

Same general character as the othcis, with ETIIELWard, 
AETIIELVVEARD, ETIIELVVEARD, or ETIIELOARO, re or REX. 
Reverse, crosses and moneyers* names. 

BEORIITRIC, eirca 852. 

Obverse, letter a or am, and name bsoriitric, beormiric, 
or BEORCliTRic, RE or REX. Reverse, moneyer’s name, etc. 

EADMUND, OR ST. EADMUND, 855-87a 

Obverse, letter A or cross and crescent, and name eadmvnd 
or admvnd i RE, RX, or REX, AN. Reverse, moneyers’ names^ 
etc., of which above thirty varieties are known. 

AiTHELSTAN 11 ., 870-890. 

Obverse, letter a or cross and name edelstin, eseibtan. 
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EDILARIS, etc. ; R, RE, or REX, A or AN. Eevirsc, moneyev’s 
name, of which several vni ietics ore known. 

KINGS OF NORTHUMBERLAND. ECGFRITII, 
670-685. 

Obverse, cross and name ecgerio rex. Reverse, radiated 
cross and lvx. 

ALDFRID, 685-705. 

Obverse, cross and name aldfridvs. Reverse, a four-footed 
animal. 

EADBERHT, 737 - 758 . 

Nothing ean be definitely asserted as to the coins of this king j* 
those ascribed to him may belong to Ecgberht. 

MOLL ETHILWALD, 759-765. 

Two coins have been attributed to him, the name on the 
obverse being on one EDirnorv, and on the other atubadiv. 

ALCIIRED, 765. 

Coins supposed to belong to Iiim bear the name alciireo or 

AtCHRED. 

ELFWALD, 779-788. 

Some sceattm bearing the word Ell'VAiv or VAl.l)4ai.A on 
one side, and a ciuadmped on the other, have been ascribed to 
him. 

HEARDULF, 794-806. 

Obverse, HEARr)Yl.P. Reverse, moneyer’s name, of which six 
are known. 

ELFWALD II., S06-808. 

The coins assigned to this king arc unccitnin. 

EANRED, 808-840. 

About two thousand coins of Kanrcd were found some years 
back at Hexham. His name is variously spelled, as eanred 
REX, and the like, and the variety of names of moncyers numbers 
about a hundred. 

jETHELRED II., 840-S48. 

About two thousand corns of this king were found at iTexliam, 
Some bear his own name and that of his father Eanred. The 
name is spelled edelred, edeirbo, aeilrbd, aedelred, or 
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AiSDiLRBD, u or RBX ; and Uie reverse, the moncyer’s name and n 
device ; Uie varieties of moneyers’ names numbering about a 
hundred. 


REDULF, 844. 

About a hundred of his stycas were found at Hexham, 
Obverse, cross and UEDVLF, red vvlp, iiedvl, or redvi.e, re rx 
or REX. Reverse, moneyers’ imme, of wliich about a score of 
varieties are known. 

OSBER.CIIT, 848-867. 

O^ffVr,name0SBERCHT,0SBERCHTE, OSBERCBB, OSBERCIIEC, 
^OSBRCHT, OSBERH, or osBVEHT ; », RE, or REX. Reverse, 
moneyers’ names, of which about twenty varieties are known. 

lELLA, 862-867. 

It is doubtftil whether the stycas said to belong to this king 
are correctly appropriated. 

HALPDEN, 875-883. 

From the time of Halfdon both s'ceatte and stycas ceased to 
be coined, A penny and a halfpenny of his were found at 
Cuerdalc. Obverse, cross and alfdene or vlfdene, rx or 
REX. Reverse, moneyer’s name. 

SITRIC. 

Obverse, siTRic comez in two lines across the coin, with 
crosses between ; reverse, moneyer’s name in lines across the 
coin. 

CNUT, 883-900. 

Of Cnut no fewer than 2534 coins were found at Cuerdale in 
1S40. Obverse, cnvt, cnvti, cvnnetti (differently abbre- 
viated), CUT, etc, j R, RN, RX, RIX, REX, etc. Some have a 
cross of various forms with the letters cnvt terminating the four 
C 

limbs, thus V— Reverse, extremely varied, with crosses 

and other devices, and moneyers' town or names, as ebraice 
•ciVITAS, MIHABIhA FECIT, SIBFREDVS, etc. 
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SIEFRID, circa 900. 

Otverse, crosses and name, assiEFREDVS, Sievert, sieverti, 
or siUERT j R, RE, or REX. The cross with lellers at ends of 

CSIE 
M I hj 

the limbs ocoius on some, as g — j — g Reverse, names of 

sna 

moneyer or town with cross, etc., and on some the word 
X 

REX — j— w etc. 
a 

ALWALD, 901-905. 

Obverse, ALVAtDvs or alvvaldv. Reverse, DiJS 5 s REX in 
two lines across the coin. 


SITRIC, circa 921-926. 

Obverse, sitric rex in two lines across the coin divided by 
a sword ; sitric cvnvnc a with trefoil ornament 5 or tvuo 
SITRC in two lines with sword between, and hammer of Thor 
below, dividing the lower word. Reverse, crosses and crescents 
and letteiing. 

ERIC, 927-954. 

Obverse, eric rex a, or al, ebok, ef, en, 10, N or no, or 
TO, In two lines divided by a sword. Reverse, moneyer’s name, 
etc. 

REGNALD, 912-944. 

Obverse, trefoil interlaced hnol, or cross, and name, BEONAI.D 
CVNVI., or EEC CVNVNC. Reverse, cross or "Danish Stam 
dard,” and avra monitrb or BA[ldri]o note al, etc. 

ANI.A15’. 

Obverse, cross, "Danish Raven,” or interlaced trefoil knot, 
and the name anlap, onlap or onlop, rex, or cvnvnc, t d 
or other letters. Reverse, cross, Danish Raven, or Danish 
Standard, and moncyer’s name, followed by monbta, MONB, 
MONETR, MiNETER, etc., etc. About twenty varieties of 
moneyers’ names are known. One reverse has the trwneyer’s 
name, racvlp, in a line across the coin, with a flower aivl 
leaves above, and floweis beiow. 



AhiD ANGLO-SAXON COINS. 


KINGS OF THE WEST SAXONS, etc. ECGBEORUT, 



Otverse, profile, cross, or other device with name ecgbearht, 
AEGCBEARIIT, or IIECBEARHT J R, RE, or REX J SAX Or SAXO. 
Reverse, crescents, tribrach, monogram, or cross and moneyei's 
namft, of which there are about thirty varieties known. 


ETHELWLF, 837-856. 

Ohierse, cross, bust, o( monogram, etc., and name bthel- 
VVLP, ^■IIELVVLP,AETIILVLF, ETHBLVLR, ETHELVVLFI, Or Other 



contiuncd on the resterse, as Cant, saxoniorvm, occidenta- 
UVM, etc. About sixty varieties of inoneyer’s names are 
tcnown. 

AETHELBEARHT, 856-866. 

Obverse, bust with name aethelbbarht’ or aethebearht, 



KB or Hex. Reverse, cross or other device, and moneyerVi 
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name, elc. The one engi'aved bears in n cross the moncyer's 
name + DEGnEARliT, and MO of moneta, the last four lelteis ot 
winch (neta) are between the limbs of the cross. Sixty varie- 
ties of moneya's’ names are known. 

AETHELRED, 866-871. 

Obvtrset bust, or in one instance front of a temple, and name, 
AETIIELRED, ETIIELEED, EDELRBU, ATIIELEREIi, Of ATItLEDI ; 
REX or REX ANG. Jiiverse, cross, or other device, and money- 
er’s name, of which about Ihh'ty varieties are known. 

AELFRED, 872-901. 

Obverse, bust of tire king on many coins, on others a cross ot* 
other device, with the name .ALFRED, allfru, aslfd, el, 
ELFRED, or AELFRED ; R, RE, RX Or REX ; S, SAX, SAXONVM, 
etc. /ieverse, vaiious devices and moneyers’ names, of which 
about two hundred varieties are known. Some of his coins bear 
the monogram of London, or rather Londini, sometimes with or 
without the moneyer’s name, and MONBTA and others with 
monograms of other places of mintage. The variety of forms 
and devices upon lUfred's coins is exceptionally great. 

EUWEARD THE ELDER, 901-925. 

Obverse, bust, cross, star, or other device, and name EAD- 
WEARD REX SAXONVM. On some there is no device, and the 
name is arranged in three lines across the coin. Bevo-st, cross, 
buildinm bird, flower, or other device, and moneyer's name, 
etc., ol which there are about 130 varieties known. 


AETIIELSTAN, 925-941. 

Obverse, crowned bust or cross, and name astiielstan, 
ETHEL.STAN, ASDEL3TAN, Or abbreviated j R or REX, or REX 
saxorvm, or REX TOTivs BRiTANNi/E, etc. Xeverse, cross, 
building, or other device, and name of muncycr, etc. On some 
the name is in lines across the coin, and some are devoid of all 
ornament. The names upon these coins, of towns where minted, 
are Derby, Bath, Southampton, Canterbury, Exeter, York, 
Gloucester, Hereford, Leicester, London, Langport, Norwich, 
Oxford, Rochester, Shaftesbury, Shrewsbury, Nottingham, 
Stafford, Worcester, Wallingford, Worchara, and 'Vyj“®l'®ster, 
and the number of known varieties of moneyers’ names dosely 
approaches 220, • 
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EA.DMUND, 941-946. 

Diverse, tast, ov cross and name, as eadmvnd, orEDMEVNni. 
HEX. Xeverse, small cross in centre of inner circle and money- 
cr’s name, or the name in lines across. The places of mintage 
are London, York, Exeter, Southampton, Leicester, Oxford, 
and Noiwich, and the number of varieties of moneyei's names 
over 160. 

, EADB.ED, 946-955. 

Obverse, bust, or cross, etc., and name, as eadred or etii- 
RED REX, or REX ANOLOR, Or REX SAXORVM. Reverse, 
moneyer’s name, either in the usual svay or in lines across, and 
small^cross or other device. The known towns of mintage on 
these coins are Exeter, Lincoln, and Norwich, and the number 
of varieties of moneyers' names is over 160. 

EADWIG, 95 S- 9 S 9 - 

Obverse, bust or cross, and name, as EADWIG REX. Reverse, 
moneyer’s name, etc., in usual way or in lines, with cross or 
other device. The towns of mintage am Exeter, Bedford, York, 
Southampton, Hereford, Huntingdon, London, Noiwich, Wor- 
cester, and Winchester, and there are sixty known varieties of 
moneyers’ names. 

SOLE MONARCITS. EADGAR, 959-975. 

Obverse, bust or cross, and name, ns eadgar rex, or rex 
ANG ixjR, or other abbreviation of anglorvm, or to bi, or 
TOTIVS DR1TANN1A3. Reverse, rooneycr’s names, etc. The towns 
of mintage arc Bath, Bedfo^ Canterbury, Derby, Exeter, 
Ely, York, Canterbuiy, Gloucester, Ipswich, Southampton, Ro- 
chester, Huntingdon, Tiilberge, Lewes, Leicester, Lyminge, 
Lincoln, Lynn, London, Mahnesbmj, Norwich, Oxford, 
Shrewsbury, St. Edmundsbuty, Stamford, Thelford, Teign- 
montli, Wallingford, Winchelsea, Wilton, and Winchester j and 
the varieties in names of moneyers are almost innumerable. 

EADWARD (II.) THE MARTYR, 975-978. 

Obverse, bust, or cross, and name, as eadbeard or eadv- 
VEARD, REX, ANG, ANL, Or ANOLORVM, wioie Or less abbre- 
viated. Reverse, moneyers', etc., names as usual. The towns 
of mintage ai-e Batli, Bedford, Canterbury, Chester, Derby, 
Exeter, '^rk, Ipswich, Gloucester, Cambridge, Southampton, 
Hertford, Lewes, Leicester, Lincoln, Lyminge, I^dfoid, 
Tendon, Norwich, Oxford, St. Edmundshnry, Stamford. Tam- 
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worth, Thetfoicl, and WinchMler ; the viiriulies in nmneg o* 
iiioneyeib heing above a bundled, 

AETITELRED II., 978-1016, 


Oivtfte, bust of vaiied character with 01 without sceptre, etc., 
or Agnus Dei, with name, as .^BLREn, ETiliLKBU, or bselr/ed, 
REX, ANG, ANOL, ANGM, or ANGLORVM, ctc. Reverse, vaiious 
crosses and other devices, or hand from heaven between a ei, 
and moncyer and town names. The known names of mintages 
aie Bath, Bedford, Buckingham, Canterbury, Cambridge, 
Chichester, Chester, Colchester, Derby, Dublin, Dover, Dor- 
chester, Exeter, Godalmiirg, Gloucester, Ilchester, Ipswich, 
Hertford, Hereford, Huntingdon, Jedburgh, Shadesburj;, 
Shrewsbury, Southampton, Sudbury, Lewes, Lancaster, I,ei- 
cester, Lyminge, Lincoln, London, Lydford, Maldon, Malmes- 
bury, Norwich, Oxford, Reading, winchester, Castle Krsing, 
Rochester, Stafford, Thetfoid, Totnes, Torksoy, Warwick, 
Wallingford, Watohet, Worcester, Wilton, and Winchester. 

CNUT, 1016-1033. 

Obverse, bust, much varied, on some mitred, with or without 
sceptre, and name, as CNvr, rex, recx, reccx, or rxc 5 a, 
AN, ANRI,, or ANGLORUM, eto. Revctse, various crosses, etc,, 
and moneyers’ and town names. Of lire lottcr the follorving 
are known: — Bardnoy, Bath, Bedforrl, Bristol, Buckingharrr, 
Cadbury, Chichester, Cambridge, Castle Rising, Chepstow, 
Chester, Chichester, Canterbury, Colclroslcr, Crlcklnde, Crew- 
kerne, Dorchester, DublUr, Exeter, Ely, Ilohester, Ipswich, 
Gloucester, Godmanohester, Hastings, Hertford, Ucr-eford, 
Huntingdon, Ilythe, Lewes, Leyton, Larrgpar-t, Leicester, 
Lydford, London, Maldon, Malmesbury, Norwich, Notting- 
ham, Oxford, Ribchester, Romney, Rochester, Salisbury, Sana- 
wicb, Soutbamptorr, Shaflesbury, Slrrewsbury, Steyirurg, Stam- 
ford, Stafford, Southwark, Taunton, Thetford, Totnes,* 
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Warwick, Watchet, Wallingford, Worcester, Wilton, Win- 
chester, and York. 


HAROLD I., 1035-1040. 


Otmerst, bust, varied, and name, as harald, Harold, hlo 

MRE . . ., a, RE, REX, or EECX, A, Or AN. Revetse, 

cross, varied, and names of moneyer and town. The mint towns 
are Bath, Bedfoid, Bristol, Canterbniy, Canibrldgc, Chichester, 
Colchester, Dover, Exeter, Ipswich, Lewes, Leicester, Lincoln, 
London, Norwich, Oxford, Rochester, Salisbury, Southampton, 
Nottingham, Stafford, Tlictford, Warwick, Wilton, Wallingford, 
Worcester, Winchester, and York. 

HARTHACNUT, 1040-1042. 

Obverst, bust, varied, and name, as hartkacnvt, HARTHE- 
CNVT, artiiecnvt, harnathecn, or abbreviations, R, re, or 
REX, and in one instance, an. Revetse, cross, varied, and moneyer 
and town names. The latter, as known, are Bath, Bristol, 
Chester, Dover, Exeter, Guildford, Gloucester, Hereford, Hunt- 
ingdon, London, Lincoln, Norwich, Nottingham, Oxford, 
Stdisbury, Stamford, Steyning, Southwark, Warwick, Worcester, 
and Winchester. 

EDWARD THE CONFESSOR, 1042-1066. 

Obverse, bust, varied, or king seated on throne with fnl, 
regalia, and name, os edwerd, edward, edweard, EADWARDI 
EADWEARDVS, EADVEARD, et&, R, RE, Or REX, ANGLORVM, 
more or less abbreviated. Reverse, cross, varied, and other de- 
vices, or PAX across the field, or the arms, a cross between four 
martlets, etc., and moneyers’ and mintage town names, among 
the known places of whidr are Ayleshum Bath, Derby, Hast- 
ings, Southampton, Bedford, Bedwin, Bmkeley, Bristol, Can- 
tenrury, Chichester, Cricklade, Coldrester, Salisbury, Dover, 
Dorchester, St. Edmimdsbury, Exeter, Lewes, York, Ilchester, 
Ipswidr, Crloucester, Guildfoid, Hastings, Cambridge, Southamp- 
■ton, Hertford, Hereford, Ilorringdon, Huntingdon, Hydre, 
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Longpovl, Leico5ler, Chester, Lincoln, I,oiKlofl, Mnlilon, Mill- 
mesbiiiy, Newport, Noiwith, Oxtoiil, Cnstlc Rising, Rochester, 
Winchester, Sniuhvich, Slmftesbuiy, Shrenslniry, Noltiiiglniin, 
Stsimford, Staffoid, Stcyning, Sudbury, Southwnrk, t’amwoUh, 
Taunton, Thctlbid, Tcignmouth, Warwick, Wallingioid 
Watchet, Wareham, Worcester, Wilton, Winchester, and Yoik. 
About two thousand coins of this king were found near Steyning 

HAROLD II., io66. 

Although Haiold reigned only nine months before his death 
at the battle of Hastings, there are sevctal varieties of his coins 
known. They have the bust on the o/wz-rr, with the name 
HAROLD REX ANG, or ANGL ; and on the reverse the woltl tax 
across the field within the inner circle, and the moneyers’ nnu 
mintage town names. The names of known towns are Hastings, 
Bedford, Biistol, Canterbury, Chichester, Colchester, Cricklade, 
Deib)', Dover, Vork, Exeter, Ilchester, Guildfoid, Ipswich, 
(Uoucoster, Cambridge, Hereford, Southampton, Huntingdon, 
Lewes, Leicestei, Chester, Lincoln, London, Maldon, Norwich, 
Oxford, Rochester, Romney, Shaftesbury, Nottingham, Shrews- 
bury, Stamford, .Steyning, Southwark, Taunton, Thetford, 
Warwick, Wallingford, Warcluun, Winchester, Worcester, and 
Wilton ! and the variety In the names of moneyers numbers over 
a hundred. 


SAINTS AND ECCLESIASTICS. 

Coins hearing the names of St. Eadmund, St. I’clcr, ami St. 
Marlin. Of the first of these nearly tSoo were found at Cnci- 
dale, andthcvelore they must have been struck before 905 ; thej 
.bear in one form or other Uie name of the saint. 'Hie next, 
vulgarly kiwwi ns “ I’eter’s I’ence," are supposed to have been 
struck somewhere helweengos ami 9,(1 j and those of .St. Martin 
from 921 to 942. 

Arehbishops, .bishops and abbots, wero in enriy times per- 
mitted to coin money. Those known before the time of AiUhel* 
Stan’s decree that all the money in the kingdom should he 
nnifoim, are the following ; of Canterbury, Archbishops Jaen- 
brht, 736-790; jEthelhcard, 790-803; Vulfrcd, 803-830; 
Ceolnoth, 830-870 ; Ethered, 871-S9: ; and Plegraund, 891- 
923. Of York, Archbishops Eanbnld, 796; and Yigmund, 

831-854- 




ENGLISH COINS, 

FHOM THE CONQUEST DOWN TO THE REIGN 
OF VICTORIA. 
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ENGLISH COINS. 

FROM THE CONQUEST DOWN TO THE REIGN 
OF QUEEN VICTORIA. 


WILLIAM I. AND WILLIAM II. 

(1066 to 1087, and 1087 to iioo.) 

The coins of William the Conqueror and his son William Rufts 
cannot, mth any degree of certainty, he distinguished the one from 
the other ; their appropriation is therefore purely conjecturaL 
Denominations.— Ji'Aiw. Pennies only. 



Odvebse. — Type, Crowned bust, sometimes fuli-fnced, at otliers 
in dexter or sinister profile ; on some the shoulders and arm ex- 
tending to the e^c of the coin, on others the whole confined 
within the inner circle ; sometimes witli tassel, or pendant, hanging 
from the orown on either side (‘‘bonnot" type), or with a canopy 
over the head ( ' ' canopy " type). On one or both sides of tho bust 
is generally a sceptre, .or star; or sceptre on one side and star on 
the other ; or sword. Those usually ascribed to the first William 
are those with the sceptres oniy; the others ore attributed to William 
TI, Out this is entirely supposititious. 

Ltgmd. PILEM.* PILELM. PILUtM. PIM-ELM. PILEMV. PIL- 
I.EMV. PILEEMVS, etc.— K. Or REX.— A. AN. ANG. ANOL. ANQLO, 
AHOLOS., etc. 

Reverse.— 25 iSa Crosses in consideiable variety, including 
fieury, baltonde, annulse, voided, etc. ; others terminating in pellets, 
knots, etc. ; cross and saltire ; cross and lozenge ; cross and an- 
nulets, etc. One type of common occurrence has, in clroles between 
the limbs of the cross, the letters P a x s. In all cases the device 
is confined within the inner drole. 


* It should he observed that the F is the Saxon W, 
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Legend. Mint master's and town names, as godfine on lin, 
which signifies that it was struck by Godwins of Lincoin ; sipoed 
ON PING, by Siward of Winchester; esben on serbr, by Osbem 
of Salisbuiy ; sibodb on lvnden ; and so on. About sixty or 
seventy diligent piaces of mintage are known. 

Saritf'. Some scarce ; those with the canopy over the head 
exceedingly so. Those with p A XS are common. 

HENRY I. (noo to 1135.) 

Denominations. — Silver. Pennies only. 

Obverse. — Type. Crowned bust, sometimes full-faced, at others 
three-quarter faced, or in dexter or sinister profile ; genei^ly with a 
sceptre in the right hand, sometimes one, two, or three stars, or a 
rose before the face. In some instances the figure is half length and 
full robed, showing right hand holding sceptie, and left extended. 
There are many varieties. 

Legend. H. hnri. knee, henei. iienrie. henric. hnricvs. 
or henricvs.— e. he. or rex. —a. an. ang. or angl. 

Reverse. — Type. Crosses of the same general character as those 
of previous monarchs , quatrefoils with crosses, pellets, bezants, 
roses, etc., in them i others the letters pax, bars and annulets. 

Legend. Mint master's and town names. About eighty tnoneyers' 
names are known. One example has the legend in two circles. 

Rarity. All care ; some types extremely so. 


STEPHEN. (113s to 1154.) 



Denominations. — Silver. Pennies only. 

Obverse. C rowned bust, sometimes almost full-faced, 
but generally in dexter profile ; sceptre, mace, lance, or flag in the 
nglbt hand. On one Ore two figures, variously surmised to be 
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Stephen and Henry, and Stephen and Matilda, represented standing 
side by side, hand clasped in hand, mid between them a soeptro. 

Ltgevi, S. STE. STEF. STEFN. STIFN. STIEN. STEPNE, STEtFtfE. 
STIEFEN. STIEPNEI. STtPNE. STEPENERE. STEP. STEPIIENt. 
STEFANVS, or STEPIIANVS. — E. or HEX. 

Reverse. — Type. Crosses, eta, in great variety, nil within the 
inner circle ; some have the space usually allotted to tho legend 
filled with various little devices, as roses, escallops, etc, ; the 
Stephen and Henry (or Matilda) is of this Icind. One example, 
struck at Derby, has within the inner circle a double cross, between 
the limbs of which are four martlets. 

Legend. Mint master's and town names, of which there are many 
varieties. 

Rarity. All very rara The Stephen and Henry (or M^ilda) at 
'Tyssen's sale, in iSoa, brought ten guineas, and at Dlmsdale'snin 
1834, tbirtech pounds two shillings and sixpence, and later, much 
higher prices. 

Other coins bear the name of Bustace, son of Stephen (eVstacivs, 
EISTCHIVS, eta) ; Matilda {MA[T]n.D[A] im[peratrix], eta)| Wil- 
liam, second son of Stephen (willblmvs. lvi— llem dvd); 
Earl of Warwick ; Robert Earl of Gloucester ; and Henry Bishop 
of Winchester (henricvs epc,) ; all rare. 

HENRY n. (1154 to 

DEffoitWATJONS. — Stiver, Pennies only. 

Obverse. — 2 Ve. Crowned bust, full-faced or profile ; sceptre 
in his right hand, generally held upright, but on some leaned on the 
shoulder. In one idstanco, with three stars before tho face. 

Legend, hbnri.— B. re. of rex. — A. an. ano. or Ancu 

Reversei — Type. Cross patee, with four small ones, otic in 
each quarter ; all within the inner circle, 

JifA« jnssSsv'x aisd Ums neiines; as, lIMiJVFE aw iV, 
(Walter of London), iohak oR triNDEN (John of Londoh), and 
so on. 

Rarity. All rare. 

RICHARt) t (xiBp to iigp.) 

Denominations.— A tVver. Pennies and Malfpennles, 

Obverse,— T he only coins known of this monarch are 
those struck at Foictou and Aquitaine ; they have no bust, merely a 
plain cross pat^. No English examples have as yet been dis> 
covered ; the Evesham ones, eta, were forged by White. 

Legend, bicardvs. — re. or REX. 

Reverse. — I n three lines across the coin-* 

PIC 

TAVIE 

HSIS; 

or ACVITA 13 SIB. No device. 

Rarity. Extremely rare. 
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JOHN, (1199 to iai6,) 

* Denomfnations. — Silver. Pennies, Halfpennies, and li’aithlngs. 

Obverse.— No English coins of John are known, but 
there arc abundant proofs that coins were duting his reign struck 
to a considerable extent In England, The supposition, amounting 
almost to a certainty, is th,vt the "short cross” pennies of Henry II. 
continued to be struck and issued during this reign as well as in the 
early part of the next. The Irish coins of John have— full- 
faced, crowned bust, within a triangle, sceptre in tlie right hand ; 
on the left of the head a rose. Halfpenny and Farthing, head in 
triangle, on either side a star ; one variety of halfpenny, called 
the "full moon halfpenny," has the face filling up the whole field 
of the coin, the inner circle forming the outline of the face. 

Legeml. lonAN. or iohannes. — rex or com. or do. — the 
lafter has iohannes dom. i Farthing, willem on. 

Reverse, — Type. Penny and Halfpenny, within a triangle a 
crescent, above which is a star or cross. Penny, a star at each 
point and side of triangle; Halfpenny, star on either side the 
crescent; Farthing, within a triangle a star; "full moon" half- 
penny, a voided cross between four annulets, within inner circle. 

Legend, Mint master's and town names ; as roberd on dive., 
for Robert of Dublin ; wnxBM on u, or willem on lime, 
for William of Limerick; or willem on wa, for William, of 
Waterford. The Farthing has iohannes and DW (Dublin) in con- 
tinuation of obverse. 

Rarity. All very rare, die Farthing mote particularly so. 

HENRY lU. (i2i 6 to laya.) 

Denominations. — Gold, Penny. Silver, Pennies only, 

Obverse. — Type, Silver Penny. Full face, crowned in some, 
without neck or Moulders ; on some, on the right of the head (in 
the legend), a hand holding a soeplrc over the head ; in some, a 
mullet or star, in others a crescent and mullet. 

Ltsgeni. IIEHICVS. or HBNBICVS.— REX. or REX ANO.— III. TER. 
or terci. 'the legends of tliese coins are lemarkahle for the letters 
in many instances being conjoined. 

Reverse. — Type. There are two mintages. The early one (called 
" short cross pennies '') has a voided cross within the inner circle, 
and four pellets conjoined in each compartment ; but the pmctice of 
clipping and filing the moneys had been carried to such an extent, 
that about 1248 Henry issued a new coinage, called " long cross 
pennies," with the same cross, bnt extending through to the outer 
edge, thereby rendering any mutilation visible. The cross Is a voided 
or double one, each end terminating in a pellet, and one in the 
centre ; ftree pellets were now inserted in each compartment instead 
of four, and Mot conjoined. 

Zagend Mint masteris and town names; some have ter. oi 
t&rci. added ; os, ter. ri on lvnd. In continuation of obverse. 
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One vmlety loads LIE TERCi l,ON, iK-hift a cntuiminlion of llENMicvs 
REX ANG, of tho oliveisc ; this, m full, would bo " IIRNRIGVS HEX 
ANGLIC 'lERCr, I.ON." •' 

Rarity, Not uncommon ; those with TKRCi. nnd rex ang. ure 



Gold. The Gold Penny of Henry III. wns the first coin 
stiuok by any English monarch ; It is therefore important aslnaiyng 
a new ein in numismatics. The weight is forty-nre gmins, and it is 
of pure, unalloyed gold. On the oiverse is a full length robed and 
crowned figure of the king seated on a throne or cliair of state, with 
sceptic in right hand, and orb and cross in the left. Legend iienkic 
REX in. Reverse, a long double or voided cioss and pellets, a rose 
between the pellets in each compartment. This com h,\s fetched 
at soles as much as /140. 

From this time till Edward III., no other gold coins were struck 
by English monaicbs. 


EDWARD I. (laya to 1307.) 



Denominations.— S/ft/w. Penny, Ilnlfnonny, nnd F.inhlng. 

OSVCRSE. — I'ype, Crowned full-fncetl bust of the king, with 
neck and part of the shoulders draped ; crown, consisting ot three 
fleurs-de-lis, nnd two lozenges, ball?, or points j bcne,ith the rim of 
the crown, on tho forehcaci, is a tow of from one to five pearls ; the 
hair, which is very abundant, stands out n considerable disfamce on 
either side the face, and curled ; the whole within tho inner circle, 
The Irish mintages ore distinguished by having the lipad in a triangle, 
the legend runnmg on its three sides ; there are one or two specimens 
of English coins with the triangle, but they are very rare. 

Legend. E. BDW. [EDWA. BDWAK. EDWAED. EDWAHDVS.T— s. 
REX, or O.G.R.— A. AN. ANG Or ANQL.— D II. or DN^iYB. 'Ihera 
are many opinions respecting the Pennies of the first three Edwards. 
The one most generally received is, that those with the name edh 
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traded to edw. boIoiiE to Edwoid I. ; those with the name in full 
EDWARD, to Edward III. ; and the intermediate varieties to Edward 
41 . It remains still, however, a ve-vcd question, and one not easy 
of solution. 

Reverse. — Type, A plain cross, with its terminations enlarged, 
extending through to the outer edge of the coin and dividing the 
legend into four parts ; three pellets in each eompartment within the 
inner circle. 

Legend. In every instance except one, which has a moneyer's 
name, kobertvs db hadl., or Robert dc iiadeue, consists of 
the name of the city or town wheie struck ; as, ci vitas London. 
VILL berewici. vilSa bristollie. civitas eboraci. civitas 

CANTOR. CIVITAS DVREME. CIVITAS LINCOL. VILL SCI EDMVNDl. 
CIVITAS CBSTRIE. CIVITAS EXONIE. VIL NOVI CASTRI. VILL 
KYNOBSTON, etC. 

'Rarity. Pennies common, with the exception of a few mintages. 
The Halfpenny and Farthing very rare, tlie Farthing particularly so, 

EDWARD II. (1307 to 13117.) 

Denominations. — Stiver. Pennies, Halfpennies, and Farthings 

As I have just remarked, the coins bearing intermediate abbre- 
viations of the king's name, between EDW. and EDWARD, are, more 
for convenience than by right, appropriated to this monarch. The 
description just given will Uierefore apply to the coins of this reign. 

EDWARD III. (1327 to 1377.) 

Denominations.— Jf Aw. Groat, Halfgroat, Penny, H.ilfpenny 
and Faithlng, Gold. — Florin, Half-florin, Quarter-florin; Noble, 
Half-noble, and Quorter^oble. 

Obverse. — Type. Groat and Half-groat, head same as Edward 
1 ,’s, within a circle formed of nine arches, fleury; Pennies, Half- 
pennies, and Farthings, os Edward I.'s. 

Legend. Groat, EDWARD. DEI. o, REX. ancl dns. ht, z. aqt. ; 
or EDWAB. or EDWARD D. G. REX. ANGL. Z. FRANC. D-ILY., Or HYB. 
or HiBE, Half-groat, bdwarovs. rex. angl. (or angliJ dns. 
HYB,, orz. FRANCi or FBANCiE. ; Or ANGL. FRA. z. HI. Penny, 
EDWARD or EDWARDVS.— D. G. OrDI, ORA,— R. Or REX.— ANGL. 
ANGLI. or ANGI.IE.— D. or DNS. HYB. Z. FRA. FRANC. Or FRANCI. 

Reverse. — Type, Cross and pellets as his predecessor; one 
limb of the cress of the Durham coins terminating in a crosier. 

Legend. Groat and Half-groat In the outer circle, posvi devm 
ADIVTOREM MEVM, Or HEV. Inner circle, town name where struck ; 
as, CIVITAS LONDON or CIVITAS EBORACI. Pennies, etc., town, 
etc,, names. 

Rarity, Calais Groat very rare ; Halfpence and Farthings rare ; 
alt others not uncommon. 

Geid, Florins sblUings), Half-florins (three shillings), and 
Quarter-florins (eighteennence) ; Nobles (six and eightpence), 
Half-nobles, or Maille-nobles (three atid fourpence), and Quarter 
er Ferling-nobles (twenty pertoe). Florin : obverse, the king crowned 
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and robed, seated under a canopy, with sceptre in nght hiTiid opd 
orb and cross in the left ; on tlic robe a ilcur-de-Iis ; two lions, one 
on each side the throne ; revcisc, within a quatrefoil a short beaded 
cross with foliated ends ; in each of the angles between the four 
limbs a lion, or leopard, surmounted with a crown. Half-florin : 
a lion, crowned j a mantle, or banner, chaiged with tlie royal 
arms, hung from his neck ; reverse, within a quatrefoil a foliated 
cross having a lion in each angle ; legend, domine ne in evrorb 
TVO aegvas me, afld variations. Quarter-florin ! helmet, with 1 am- 
berquina and crest of lion, field semd-dc-lia ; reverse, riclily foliated 
cross j legend, exaetabityr in GLORIA. Noble and Half-noble, 
king in annour, crowned, standing in n ship, with sword in his right 
hand, and In his left a shield of England and France quarterly ; 
reverse, in a ttossuro of eight arches n rich foliated ornss, in each 
angle a lion surmounted iiy a crown, a ilour-de-lis at the end of each 
limb of the cross ; legend, nic trahsiems per medivm illorvm 
IBAT, with variations. Qunrtot'-noblc : an cscutdieon will) the arms 
of France and England, quarterly, within n tressure of eight foils. 
All more or less rare. A Morin bos sold for / ita : a Quarter-florin 
for 


RICHARD II. (1377 to 1399.) 

Denominations.— .Sf/wr. Groat, Hnlf-groat, Penny, Half- 
penny, and Fartliing. Gold, Noble, Half-noble, and Quarter-noble. 

Obverse. — "type. Groat and Half-gioai, crowned bust within 
o tressure of nine arches, as his predecessor | the Penny, Half- 
penny, and Farthing similar to the Inst reigns. 

Legend, ricard, ricardvs.— d. o. nt. o. or Dl. ora.— R. REX. 
—and. ANOL. orANOLlE.— a. FRA. FRANC, or FRANCIE, 

Reverse.— ?’^ eand£(’,g«^Nf, Similarto the preceding reign ; on 
some, a rose In me centre of the cross. 

Rarity, All rare. 

GoH. Nobles, Half-nobles, and Quarter-nobles ; same types as 
before, with only the necessaiy change in the legend. All rare ; the 
Half-noble particularly so, ® 
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HENRY IV. (1399 to 1413.) 

Denominations.— S/’/wy. Groat, Half-groat, Penny, Half- 
(.Rnny,and Paitliing. Gold. Noble, Half-noble, and Quartcr-noble. 

Obverse. — Typt. All his coins like his predecessor's ; (the head 
within die cirale of arches on the Groat and Half-groat ;) and are only 
to be distinguished from those of his successors Henry V. and VI. 
by weight. The Groat weighs seventy-two grains, the others of 
course of proportionate weights. 

Legend, henkic. or hensicvs.— D. o. or t>i. OSA.— rex, ANOl. 
or ANGLIE.— 2 . FRAN. Or FRANC.— D, OT DNS. Ul. HIB. or IIYB.— 2, 
AQ, or AQE„ etc. 

Reverse, — Type. As his predecessor's; the pellets in two of 
the quarters are joined together by an annulet. 

Legend. Groat and Half-groat ; posvi devm adivtorem mev 
or jjfEVlif In outer circle, and name of town, as civiTAS London, 
in inner one. Pennies, etc., names of towns, as crviTAS EBORACI, 
etc. 

Rarity. Notuncomraon; Groat rarest. 



Gold. Noble, Half-noble, and Quarter-noble, same as Richard 
IL , with only alteration of name. All rare ; first coinage particularly 



HENRY V. (1413 to 1423.) _ 

His coins «re precisely like Henry IV. ; no distinspitehing mark 
hg^ as yet been discovered, so that what is said of the one will 
equally apply to the other. 
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HENRY VI. (MSB to 1461.) 

DenominAtioks, — Silver. Qro.\t, Ilalf-groat, Penny, Halfpenny, 
and Farthing. Goll. Noble, H^f-nobte, Quarter-noble, an*, 
later, Angel, and Half-angel or Angelet, 

Silver. Same in every respect with the pieceding ones, the only 
distinction being by weight, and minor difleronces, which are not to 
be taken as certain indications for appropriation ; the weight of the 
earlier Groat being do grains, and the later, or "light coinage,” 48, 
and the other coins in proportion ; flie 48 grains Groat very rare. 

Gold. Noble, Half-noble, and Quarter-noble, as before. The 



Angel, and Angelet or Half-angel, bear on the obverse a winged 
and nimbed figuie of ths Aiohangol Michael standing upon a dragon, 
which he is transfixing through the mouth with a spear, the upper 
end of whioh terminates in a cross crosslct. 

Legend. HENRIC Dt GRA REX ANGI, Z FRANC. J 01 HENRIC 
DEI GRA REX ANGL Z FR. 

Reverse. — A ship with a laige plain cross in place of mast, on 
whioh is a shield of tho royal arms. On the dexter sldo of the cross 
a letter H, on the sinister a lleur 4 e.lis. 

Legend, per CRVSE TVA SALVA NOS XPE BEDETOR. ; or me 
AVTE TRANSIEN3 PER MEDIV ILORV. ; or 0 CRVX AVB BPES VNICA. 

Rarity. All rate. 

EDWARD IV. (1461 to 1483.) 

Denominations.— AVwr. Groat, Hair-groat, Penny, Half- 
penny, and Farthing. Gold. Noble, Rose-noble Royal or Rial, 
Half-noblo or Half-rial, Quarter-noble or Quarler-iial, Angel, and 
Angelet or Half-angel. 

OBVERSE. — Type. The general types of his silver coins ate same 
as those of his predecessors. The Qioat and Half-groat have the 
bust within the circle of arches ; Penny, Halfpenny, and Farthing, 
the same as before. Some have the royal badge of the House of 
York, the rose, on either side the neck of the bust, and others an 
annulet and rose, or four pellets, eta, on the breast ; others with the 
initial letter of the town „ 

Legend. EDWARD. With titles as before. On the Farthing 
EDWARD REX ANGE. * 
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Revehsis. — Tyie. Siniito lo the others. 

Legend. Oa Gioat and Half-gront. posvi devm adivtore 
i*EVM in the outer circle, and n.ime of town in the inner. On the 
Icsiser coins the names of towns only, ns civitas loniion, etc. 

Gold. Nohle. Same type as his predecessor. Rl.il or Rose- 
noble, and its Half, much the same genoml type, but with arose on 
the side of the ship, benenlh the king and letter E on the flag, 

Reverse. — Within a ttessure as before a sun of sKtocn lays in 
place of limbs of the cross, the lions and crowns and the teimina- 
tions of the limbs remaining. 

Legend. As before. Quarter-rial: arms as before within a quatre- 
foil ; there are several minor varieties. Angel and angelct as before, 
The sun and the rose were badges of the House of York, 

EDWARD V. {1483,) 

TiiekB ore some gold and silver coins exactly similar to those of 
Edward IV., but bcaiing as mint marks a boar's head, a rose-cn- 
soleil, or a rose-en-soleil on one side and boar's head on the other, 
that are conjectured to have been issued by this youthful king by 
authority and order of his uncle the “Protector," afterwnids Richard 
III., whose badges they bear. They are extremely rare. 

RICHARD III. (i48n to 148s.) 

Denominations.— Groat, Half-groat, Penny, and Half- 
penny. Gold. Angel, and Angelet or Half-angeL 

Obverse. — Tyfe. As his predecessors' i the only difference being 
the alleratian Of name in the legend ; on some he has a cross on the 
breast ; mint marks, a boar's head, and rose-en-soleil. 

Legend. Ricard.— D. o. or ora.— rex.— an. ano. or angl.— z. 

FRANC. 

Reverse. — TgJ>e. As before, but with the different mint marks 
and badges. 

Legend. As before. Groat and Haltgroat, posvi devm adivtore 
MEVM, in outer, and name of town in inner circle. Penny and Half- 
penny, name of town only, as crviTAs eondon, Angel, pee 
CRVSEM (or CRVCB) TVA SALVA NOS XPE REDBMPX. Half-angel, 
O CRVXAVE spes vnica. 

Farify. All rare, those wltlt M. M,, a boar's head, especially so, 
HENRY VII. (1485 to 1309.) 

Denominations. — Silver. Testoon or Shilling, Groat, Half- 
groat, Penny, Halfpenny, and Farthing. Gold. Rose-noble or Rial, 
Angel, Angelet or Half-angel, Sovereign or Double-iial, and Double- 
sovereign. 

Obverse. — 7 'i^e. To this monarch we owe the great change 
which has been, since his reign, gradually Improving m coins. In 
the first issue, his coins very closely resemble those of Henry VI. 
Bust crownqff with an open double^rcbed crown, now first used ; 
some We a key on either side the Bust In the z6th year of his 
i^gn his coins essmped a veiy different character. The circle oi 
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arches was discarded ; the head (which, for the first time, may he 
considered as a portrait) is represented in dexter prolile, crowned 
with a double or single arched crown, with the ball and cross on top* 
The Penny of his later issue has the king sitting in a cliair of state, 
crowned, sceptre in his right, and globe in his left band, 



Ligtnd. H. HENBic or henbicvs.— vii. or septim.— "d. g, di. 
or DEI.— G. or GRA REX.— A. AN. ANG. ANGL. AGL. Or ANGLIE.— Z. 
— F. FR. FRAN. FRANC.— DNS. HIBN, MAR. Or IBARNC. 

Reverse. — Type. In his first coinage are the cross and pellets, 
but in his subsequent one the cross (fleury) is retained, but in the 
place of the pellets is a shield, France and England quarterly. The 
cross dividing the shield. 

Legend, posvi DEVM adivtorem mevm and its usual abbrevia- 
tions, On the Groats and Half-groats the inner oirolo of legend bear- 
ing name of town is dismissed, its place being filled willi the shield. 
In this reign the Teatoon or Shilling makes its first appearance. 

Rarity, Penny of first coinage extremely rare ; Halfpenny rare j 
others common. Second coinage. Shilling witli VJI., Groat with 
SEPTIM-, and Penny, rare; others far from uncommon. 

Gold. The Sovereign and Double-sovereign now make their 
appearance : they have on the obveree the king, fully robed, sitting 
on ariohly canopied throne, crowned, sceptre in fils right, and orb and 
cross in his left, hand ; reverse within a tressure of ten arches a large 
double rose, in the centre of which is a shield bearing the arms of 
Franco and England quarterly. In the space between the arches of 
the tressure and the outer petals of the rose are, alternately through- 
out, a lion and a fleur-de-lis. Tliere are several varieties of this coin. 
The Rial has the king in a ship, on the obverse as before : on the 
reverse arose with royal shield in the centre os first described. Angel 
and angelet much the same as those of his predecessors. Ria], 
Double-sovereign, and Sovereign, rare ; others, common. 

HENRY VIII. (1509 to IS47.) 

Drmqminations — Silver. Testoon or .Shilling, groat, Half, 
groat, Peniw, Halfpenny, Farthing. Gold. Double-soverdgn, 
Sovereign, Pound-sovere^o, Hblfeovereign, Rose-noble or Rirf, 
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Gftorgft-noble, Angol, Angelot or Ilalf-fttigcl, Quorwr-aiigel, Crown, 
Half-orown. 

• OnvERSE. — Tyfe, Uis first coinage very closely resembles Henry 
VTI, In Ills istli year the Farlhing Iia-. a portcullis. In bis 34th 
year the licart is nimost full-faced. In a robe crowned with an open- 
archotl crown. In his 36th and 37th years, full-faced portrait, on 
some with the cap. 

legend, n, IIB. IIERIC. IlRNStC. or tlENKICVS. VIII. or 8.— D. 
DI. or DEI.— O. OH. or GHA,— A. AWG. ANQL. or ANOLIE. — PR. EHA, 
PHAN, or FRANC.— Z, TUB. Or HVB. — ^R. RE. Or REX. TeStOon, IIERIC. 
vm. DI. GRAi AOL. FRA. 2. HID. HEX. Penny, H. D. G. ROSA SINE 
SPINA ; Halfpenny the same, or abbreviated. 

Reverse. — Type. First coinage, like Henry VII., with only the 
numeral changed from VII. to VIII. ,• Farthing has a rose and cross 
or poruullis. The Testoon or Shilling lias the royal rose, crowned 
wim an open-arched crowh, between the royal iniuals H and R also 
each crowned. The others with the cross and shield. There are 
many varieties with different marks of towns and prelates, where 
and by whom they were struck. 

Legend, posvl devm ADIVTORBM mevu, and its abbreviations 
on the Shilling and Groat. Half-groat, occasionally the same, or 
with name of town. Penny and Half^nny, name of town. Far- 
thing, CIVlTAS LONDON Or RVTILANS ROSA. 

Rarity. Groat struck at Toutnay, clviTAS TORMaci. etc., very 
rate. Henry VIII. debased his silver so much that his later coins 
have more me appearance of brass than silver. The shillings and 
halfpenny rare, me rest are not, 

(Uld, Double-sovereign, Sovereign, Half-sovereign, Rial, Half 
and Qunrler-rials, similar in general type to those of Henry VII. ; 
^orge-noble, with an equestrian figure of St. George riding over 
and transfixing with a spear a dragon, on the obverse ; and on the 
reverse a ship, a cross, between H R, for a mast, and upon it a 
double rose, Angel and Angeiet as before. Crown and Half- 
crown obverse a doable rose, eta, crowned, between the crowned or 
' uncrowned letters li. K. (Hen^ and Katherine), H. A. (Heniy and 
Ann Boleyn), H. I, (Henry ana Jane Seymour), or H. R. ; reverse, 
royal arms crowned between same initials, kvtilans rosa sine 
SPINA, Half-geotge, Noble, Crown, and Half-crown, George- 
noble, rare ; Rial extremely so. 

EDWARD VI. (rs<)y to 1533.) 

Denominations,— A'Awr. Crown, Half-crown, Testoon or 

Shilling, Sixpence, Groat, Threepence, Half-groat, Penny, Half- 
penny, Farthing Gold. Treble-sovereign, Double-sovereign, 
Soveridgn or Double-rial, Half-sovereign, Quarter-soverdgn or 
. Crown, Half-crown, Six-ai>gcl, Angel, Anedet. 

Obverse. — Type. First coinage, which is base in the same 
degree as Henry VIII.’s last coinage. Testoon, eta, profile, 
osowned with an open arched orowh ; Penny and I&lfpenny, some 
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with crowned profile, others with the royal rose. Farthing, port 
cullis. . 

l*ter coinages. Crown, the king in armour, crowned, sword drawn, 
on horseback ; to the right, under tlie horse, the date. Half-crown, 
the same, sometimes with thn addition of a plume on the horse's 
head. Shilling, Sixpence, and Threepence, fulifaced bust of king 
in robes, with the chain of the Order of the Garter round his nock, 
crowned, a rose on the left, and the value on the right side of the 
head. Penny, king enthroned, m'owned ball and sceptre in his 
hands, or royal rose. 

Legend. B. ED. EDWAK. BDWASD. EDOABD. BDOVASD. Or ED> 
WAEDVS. VI. Or6.— D. DEI.— e. GEA.— AGL. ANQI..— FKA. EEANCIE. 
Z. — ^HIB. HIBE. HIBER. — ^REX. etc. TeStOOn, TIMOR DOMINI PONS 
VITE. MDXLix. or MDXi..*— likewise on reverse. INIMICOS Eivs 
INDVAM conpvsione. Penny, E. D. Q. ROSA SINE SPINA. •=£rown, 
SeVTOM FIDEl PBOTEGBT EVM; OT SVTILANS ROSA SINE SPINA. 

Half-sovereign, scvTVM fidei protkoet evm MDXLviiit; or 
DVCERNA PEDTBVS MEIS VERHVM TVVM. 

Reverse. — Type. One Testoon has the aims of Prance and 
England in an oval shield mantled ; alt others have the cross deury, 
and plain shield of Fiance and England quarterly. Farthing, cross 
and pellets. 

Jjgend. Posvi DEVM ADivTOHEM MEVM ond its abbreviations, 
and town names. Other legends are E. R. INIMICOS EiVS INDVAM 
CONPVSIONE! TIMOK DOMINE PONS VITE; IBS. AVTE TBANSIB 
PER MED ILLOR IBAT ! SCVTVM FIDEI PROTEGET EVM ; PER 
CRVCEM TVAM SALVA NOS XPE. RED. i IIIESV. AVTEM TRANSIENS 
PER MEDIVM illoRVM IBAT ; and on some the titles appear. 

Rarity. Gold coins rare, some extremely so. Silver, first coin- 
age, the Testoon, Groat, Half-groat, and Penny, rare ; all bis last 
ato tolerably common, with the exception of the Crown, Half-crown, 
and Halfpenny and Farthing rare. 

GoU. Treble-sovereigns, with the king in robes, and crowned, 
seated on the throne, drawn sword in ri^t, and orb in left, hand ; 
reverse, royal arms, with supporters, a lion and a dragon. Double- 
sovereigns, similar figure, but with sceptre instead of sword ; a 
portcullis at his feet. Sovereign, same as Double-sovereign, or a 
half-length figure of the king In profile, in armour, crowned, sword 
in light hand, orb in left ; reverse, arms of France and England, 
crowned, with or without lion and dragon supporters ; beneau, on 
the mantling, E. R. ; otheis have the same type as the foregoing. 
Half-sovereigns, king in chair of state ; half-length figure, and bust 
crowned, etc, 

MARY I, AND PHILIP AND MARY. (1333 to 1338.) 

Married Philip of Spain, 1334. 

DenomWATiqns. — Silver. Half-crown, Shilling, Sbcpence, 


* The first date that wms on any English allver coins, 
i The first instance of a date upon an Englifii gold ctnik 
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Gront, Hnlf-groat, Penny. Gold. Sovereign or Double-rial, Rial, 
Angel, Angclet. 

Pbvkkse.— 23'/#. Before her marriage, Mary’s coins have a 
sinister bust profile, crowned, arched crown, hair long and flowing, 
draped. One Penny, a rose instead of head. After her marriage 
with Philip of Spain, the Shilting and Half-shilling have their busts 
face to face, with a crown above between them : here she appears 
with her dress up to her chin, and a head dress ; he has the stiff ruffle 
about bis neck. This anangement of the profile heads facing each 
other gave rise to the couplet, 


"... cooing and billing 
Like Philip and Mary on a shilling.'' 

The Ijglf-crown, which appears to be merely a pattern-piece, but 
neve* issued, has on one ade her bust, over which is the crown 
between the date rsS4. with the legend maria d. o. r. anq. fr. 
MBAP. PR, HISP, ; and on the other a similar bust of Philip, beneath 
a crown, and the legend priupvs d. g. r. ang. fr. neap. pr. 
JJISP. Some of the coins have no date, otheis the date above, 
others below the heads. 

Ltgmd. M. or maria.— S. O. ASO.— fr. fra. Z. HIB. REG. 01 
RBGt. Shilling and Sixpence. Philip. ET. or z.; or maria, o. o. r. 

ANO. FR. HEAP. PR. HISP. Or PHILIP XT MARIA D. G. REX XT 
REGINA ANG, or ANOL. Some have the date os 1553 either beneath 
the heads or by be crown. Penny, M. D. o. ROSA sine spina ; or 
P. Z. [ET] M. D. G, ROSA SINE SPINA. 

Reverse. — 73 /#. Before the marriage, cross fieury and shield, 
us on her predecessor's coins. After the marriage. Shilling and Six- 
pence hear the Spanish and Neapolitan royal arms, impaling those 
of England, in an oval shield, mantled ; surmounted by a crown, 
between numerals for value. 

Lfgmd. Gloat and Half-groat of Mary, veritas temporis 
FIMA, and also abbreviated ; of Philip and Mary, posvimvs devm 
•adivto nos. Shilling and Sixpence, posvimvs devm adivtorem 
NOSTRVM, and abbreviated. Penny, oiviTAs London ; or veritas 
TEMP FILIA. 

Rarif^, Rose-penny rare; Half-crown, Half-groat, and Peony, 
extremely so. 

Gold, Sovereign or Double-rial, the queen full-robed and crowned 
seated on the throne, in her right hand a sceptre, in the left the orb 
and cross ; at her feet a poitculis ; reverse, within a tressure of ten 
arches a double rose, with shield of royal arms in centre. Legend, 
A. DNO. FACTV, EST ISTV. Z. EST MIRA IN. OCVL, NRIS. (“It iS 
the work of the Lord, and is wonderful in our eyes.") Rial, the 
gpieen crowned standing in a ship, in her right hand a drawn sword, 
in her left a shigld of arms ; in front, a rose. Same legend, Angel 
and Angelet, With St Michael and the Dragon as on those of pre- 
ceding monarchs. 
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ELIZABETH. (1358 to 1603,) 

DehomiMATIONS. — Silver, Crown, Half-crotvn, Shilling', Six- 
pence, Groat. Threejpence, Half-groat, Three-halfiJencc, Pen»y, 
Three-farthing, Halfpenny. GtU. Sovereim or Double-rutl, 
Rial, Pound-eoverdgn, Half-sovereign, Crown, Half-crown, Angel, 
Ai^elet, Quarter-angel. 

Obverse. — ZW*. Silver. Crown and Half-crown, sinister bust 
profile, crowned, open double-arcbed crown, hair turned back, 
draped, robe with wide puffed sleeves, stiff frill round the neck ! In 
the right hand the sceptre, the orb as if held in the left. The Shilling, 
Sixpence. Groat, Threepence, Half-groat, Three-halfpence, Penny, 
ITiree-farthing, Halfpenny, arid Farthing have also the bust profile, 
crowned with a single-arched crown, hair long and flowing down the 
back, diaped robe, much plainer than before, and having no sceptre 
or orb.* The Sixpence, Thieepcnoe, Three-halfpence, a^jj^Thiee- 
farthing pieces are distinguished from the others by havingr- the 
Tudor rose behind the head. Itwas m reference to this distinguish- 
ing mark of a rose behind the head that the satirist on costumes 
wrote: — 

"... Behind her head a rose 
That people cry, ' Lo I there Three-farthings goes I ’ ” 

The commonest Halfpenny has a portcullis instead of the bust ; the 
one with the bust is extremely rare. The ' ‘ milled ’’ money is neater 
in execution than the earlier •'hammered” pieces. The "parloallls" 
money, struck in idoi for foreign use, has on the olivcrse the royal 
arms, surmounted by a crown, between the initials E. and R., each 
crowned, and the usual name and titles of the queen ; reverse, a 
portcullis crowned, and the Fosvi, etc., legend. 

Ltgind. E. EU2, ELIZAS, or ELIZABETH,— D. G. ANG. TO. {or 
TOA.) ET. HiB. (or BiBER.) REG. (REGi or REGINA), Threc-half- 
pence. Penny, etc., e. r.,— b. 0. a ROSA sine spina. 

Reverse.— 73^8. Cross fleury, or plain cross, and shield of 
Fiance and England ; the shield on the crown mnntlcd. Half- 
penny, cross and pellets. Farthing, crowned monogram of name. 

Ltgtttd. posvi devm ADivTORESt MEVM, or its abbreviations 1 " 
or name of town. 

Gold. Sovereign, or Doublo-riol, same genoml type as the 
Sovereign of Maiy. Pound-sovereign, HaJf-sovoroIgn, Crown and 
Half-crown, dnister bust fully robed, crowned with an open 
crown of two, four, or five arches. Rial, with the queen in a large 
tuff, standing in a ship, crowned, etc. Angels, Augelets, and 
Quaiter-«ng^, St. Michael and the Dragon ; reverse, a ship, royal 
shield in front, sunnounted by a cross, with e. and a rose, Some 
of the legends on the reveraes of gold coins are, A onO, EACTV, 
kST IBTVD ET EST MIRAB. IN OCVL. NRS i IHS. AVT TRANSIENS 
PER MEOrV. ILLORVM IBAT J SCVTVM VIDEI PROTBGEt EAM \ snd« 

* One vadety, the "Pudsey" Shilling and Sixpence, to have been 
used In the mus in treland, has an escallop shell filling the iniihr circle, e 
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one Rial, referring to the taking of Virrinia by Sir Walter Raleigh, 
has on its obverse ELjzAn [etha] dTei] g [raiia] ang [li^I 
P| [ANCr^] ET M [AGN^J PE [OVlNCaAS] cf'APTiE'l A [VSPICIIS ll [LLl VS] 
REGINA ("ElizaWh, by the Grace of God, Queen of England, 
Ftance,_ and the Great Province captnred under her auspices"). 

In this reign pattern copper coins were struck, but never issued. 
The Penny bore on the obverse a full-face portrait of the queen, 
and the words the fledge of ; and on the reverse the crowned 
monogram, and the continuation of the legend, A penny, and date 
idor. Other pattern pieces were also struck of copper, lead, pewter, 
and leather, but are all extremely rare. 

JAMES 1 . (1603 to 1625.) 

Denominations. — Silvtr, Crown, Half-crown, Shilling, Six- 
pence, Half-groat, Penny, and Halfpenny. Gold. First issue. Sove- 
reign oirfhirty-shilling-piece. Half-sovereign or Double-crown (tsr. ). 
Quarter-sovereign or Crown (yr. 6(f.), Eighth-of-Sovereign or Half- 
crown (31. pd.l. Second issue. Unit (aatA Double-crown (lor.), 
Brltish-crown (sa), Half-British-crown (at. oil. Thistle-crown (41.). 
.Third issue. Rose-rial or Sovereign (3011.), Spur-rial (rsr.), Angel 
(lor.), Angelet or Half-angel (5;.). Last issue. Rose-rial or 
Sovereign frhirty-ahillmg-plece), Spur Rial (Fllteen-Bhilling-piece). 
Angel, Lauiel or Unit, Double-crown or Htaf-laurel, Biitish-crown 
or Quarter-laurel. The current values weie from time to time raised. 

OflVERSE. — Type, Crown and Half-crown, king on horseback, 
in armour, crowned, drawn sword in his right hand; on the 
caparison the royal rose or the thistle crowned. 

On some tacobys d g ma (or mag) bri (or Brit) fra (or fran) 
ET HI (or HIB or HIRER) REX. 

Shilling, ITalf-shllling, etc., dexter bust profile, robed, crowned ; 
long painted beard and mustachios, hair shoit, numerals at back of 
head for value. Twopence, the bust as before on some, on others 
the royal rose crownei Penny, bust as before, or j. R. crowned ; 
a rose on one side the letters, and a thistle on the other ; others, a 
•rose. Halfpenny, a portcullis, or rose, 

Legend, i. lA. iacobv. or iacodvs. d. g. ang. sco. fran. et. 
niB. REX., and other abbreviations. Half-groat, etc,, 1. D. G. ROSA 
SINE SPINA. Fenny with i. R. ; and Halfpenny, no legend. 

Reverse. — Type. Crown, etc., royal arms, quarterly, i and 4, 
fkance and England quarterly ; a, Scodand ; 3, Ireland. The 
shield of the Crown and Half-crown mantled, the others plain ; Two- 
pence, on some the same arms, on others a thistle, crowned. The 
Penny, with 1, r, has a portcullis crowned ; the others, a thistle ; 
others have the arms. Halfpenny, cross moline with three pellets 
in each quarter ; or a thistle. 

Legend. Crown, Shilling, etc., bxvrgat devs dissipentvr 
Inimici ; or qvie devs conivnxit nemo separet. Half-groat, 
Penny, tvetvI? vnitA devs. Penny same as Ha'f-groat ; othel 
peoples and halfpennies without legend. 
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Rarity, All common, except Helf-crown. 

Golil, Thlrty-slillllng, Unit, and other pieces, king enthroned, in 
full regalia, his feet upon a portcullis, the held diapered ; or h^if- 
iength or shorter portrait of king in armour, crowned, sceptre in 
right and orb in leu hand : revei-se, shield of arms. Rose-rial, king 
enthroned as before ; reverse, a largo double rose with shield of 
arms. Spur-rial, king in armour, standing in a ship with sword and 
shield ; or, the Seottisli lion, sejant, crowned, holding a sceptre in 
his right paw and supporting with bis left n shield of tho royal 
arms ; reverse, within a treasure a Spur-rowel, or star of id points 
centred with a rose, four points terminated with lions, and four 
with ileuTS-de-lis. Angel, etc. , usual type. Thistle crown, a double 
rose on its stem, crowned, bettveen the initials I. ». ; reverse, a 
thistle crowned in like manner. Some of the legends or reverses are 
BXVBGAT DBVS DISSIPBNTVR INIMICI J TVEATVR VKI'^ DEVS ; 
FACIAM EOS IN OENTEM VNAM ; HENHICVS EOSAS, REGNATAC«DVS ; 
A DNO. FACTVM EST ISTVD ET EST MIRAB. IN OCVLIS NRIS ; A DNO. 
PACTVM EST ISTVD, BtO. 

Coffer. Fkrthlng, crown and two sceptres In saltire, lACO. D. o. 
BEIT. Reverse, Irish harp, crowned, PEA. et. hib. sex. Yet 
Scotland a brass Twopence, called "Hardhead" was struck: ob- 
verse three thistles on one stem, iacobvs d. o. mag brit j reverse, 
lion rampant, fean and hib rex. 

CHARLES I. (1635 to i&ip). 

Denominations. — Silver. Twenty-shilling-piece or Pound, 
Ten-shllling-plece or Half-pound, Crown, Half-crown, Shilling, 
SUpence, Groat, Threepence, Half-groat, Penny, and Halfpenny. 

Gold. Tower Mint. Unit, Broad, or Twenty-shillin^picce ; 
Double-erowu or Half-broad or Ten-shilling-piece i crown, TSritain- 
orown, or Five-shilling-plece, Angel. Oxford Mint, Treble-Unit, or 
Three-Pound-piece ; Unit or Twenty^hiUlng-piece ; Half-unit, 
Double-orown, or Ten-shtlllng-plece. Brlot'a Mint. Unit, DouUo- 
crown, or Half Unit, Angel. 

Obverse. — Tffe. Twenly-shiBing and Ten-shllling-plece, king 
on horseback with or without ortillery, armour, arms, etc., under 
horse’s feet. Crowns and Half-crowns, king in annour on horseback, 
but with very many variations in detail. One description Is ns much 
as OUT limits will allow. The Oxford Crown, the rarest in the series, 
has the king on horseback, in armour, to the left, crowned, double- 
arched crown, drawn sword in his right hand, a sash round bis ne<*, 
coming under his left arm, the ends flying behind i the horse not 
capamsned, having only a saddle cloth. On the field of the edn, 
beneath the horse, is a view of the city of Oxford, with the word 
oxoN above it. This coin is beautifully executed. Shining, Half- 
shining. Quarter-shilling, Groat, Half-groat, and Penny, sinister bust 
pmfile, In robes, crowned, hair long and flowing, hrard long. Some 
Groats and Halfgroats have a rose crowned as also have Pennies. 
Halfpenny, a rose, no legend, or a rose crowned between 6 . R. 
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The variations in the coins, consequent on the number of mints 
set up — Ijondon, Exeter, Aberystwith, Oxford, Bristol, Chester, 
Worcester, Weymouth, York, and other places— is very great ; the 
dilfcrenees being more or less important both as to mint marks and 
other features, 

JjgenA. c. CAR. or carqlvs. d. g. magna dritan. pran. et 
H iBES. REX, variously abbreviated. Oxford Crowm, carolvs. d. g. 
mag. BRIT. FRAN. ET. HIRER. REX, 

Reverse. — I'ype. Generally the royal shield. The Oxford Crown 
and some other eoins have no device, except an ornament to divide 
the legends ; and the Prince of Wales’ feathers thiee times repeated 
or single, above. On some, the shield (which is as J antes I. ‘s} is oval, 
and mantled, sometimes crowned ; others have shields, the quarter- 
ings terminating in a cross moline, etc. The smaller coins liave 
sometures a rose crowned, sceptres, or sceptre and trident in sal- 
tire, etc., or the declaration exvrgat, etc., in lines across, One 
Half-groat has two Cs interlinked, crowned. 

legend. Oxford Crown, exvrgat devs dissipentvr inimici. 
In the field of the coin, in two parallel lines, is reuq. prot. leg. 
'•ang. liber, parl., beneath which is 1644, OXON, and above v. for 
value. A branch of leaves and flowers between the words of the 
first. Others have Christo avspice regno. Others ivstitia 
T iiBONVM firmat, or tveatvr vnita devs. The groat has 
RELIG., etc., within a scroll on the field, exuroat, etc. 

Rarity. For the most part common. Tlie Oxford crown is of 
the most extreme mrily, and most of the Oxford mintages are rare, 
as are those of Aberystwith and other places. 

Gold. Three-pound-plece, crowned profile bust to the waist, with 
or without sword and olive branch ; feathers behind the head ; re- 
verse, declaration in three lines. Unit or Broad-piece, bust profile, 
crowned, much varied on some with drawn sword and olive blanch ; 
behind the head xx for value. Reverse: On field, rei.io., etc., 
on a ribband. Double-crown and Crown, bust profile crowned. 
Reverse. Shield crowned, cvltores. bvi. devs. proteoit. Angel 
"same typo ns its predecessors. 

Coyi/o-.— Halfpence and Fartliings, David playing the harp, look- 
ing upward ; above, a crown, flqreat rex. Reverse : Halfpenny, 
St. Patrick in full robes, mitred, with crosier, etc,, holding to figures 
around him the shamrock leaf j behind him the arms of Dublin. 
Faxthlng, St. Patrick os before, atretohing his hand over reptiles ; 
behind him a cathedral ; legend, QVIESCAt flebs. Other Halfpence, 
Farthings and Half-farthings have on obverse two sceptres in saltire, 
behind, a crown, or c, R. crowned. Reverse : Some, the royal rose 
crowned ; others, the Irish harp crowned ; and others, a^n, the 
Scotch thistle ; others, a small pellet of brass inserted in the centre 
9f the rose. Legind. Obveise ; CAR. CARO, or CAXOLVS.— D. G. 
MAG, BRIT. Rcveise: On some, the Scotch motto, MEMO,, etc. ; 
oth^s, continuation of titles. 

OssiDioNAL or Siege Pxecm. These rude coins, If coins thev 
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Lsn be celled, were stniclc by the Idng, and those fevoureblo to hia 
cause, to supply that monarch with the necessary funds for onrryhix 
on his wars. They are extremely interesting, ns showing the varliSus 
Inconveniences and shifts the Icing was subject to. The nobility and 
gentry, his partisans, weie applied to for the use of all their plate, 
as were also wardens and fellows of the different colleges in the 
universities of Oxford, etc., the mayors and corporations of cities 
and towns, etc. The plate thus collected was chopped up, for the 
greatest part, in unmeaning shapes, and struck or engraved with 
different devices, and the value. The Scarborough Half-crown is a 
piece of thm plate doubled, the comers turned over to hold together. 
On one side is engraven in a very rude manner the castle, with the 
value in numerals ; and on the other, OBS. scaubokougii, 1645. 
The Newark Shilling, which is one of the commonest, is losenge 
shaped. Obverse, crown between c. B. ; beneath, xit. «- 5 everse, 
OBS. NEWAKK. 1646. Pontefract, sometimes an octagonal," and 
sometimes a round piece. Obverse, c, R, under a crown ; dvm 
.SPIRO SPERO. Reverse, Pontefract Castle, with name or letters. 
Other places where these were struck were Colchester, Carhsle, 
Dublin. Cork, etc. At Colchester a gold siege piece of the value of 
lor. was struck. A history of the coinage in this reign alone would 
fill a folio volume. 

COMMONWEALTH. (1649 to 1660.) 

Denominations.— i'tocr. Crown, Half-crown, Shilling, Six- 
pence, Half-groat, Penny, Halfpenny. Ge/d. Broad, or Twenty- 
shilling-piece ; Hnlf-broad, orTen-shilling-pioce ; Quarter-broad, or 
Five-snilUng-pieoe. 

Obverse. — Crown, Half-crown, Shilling, Half-shilling, 
Half-groat, and Fenny, a plain shield charged with the cross of St. 
George, encircled by a branch of palm, and an olive branch. Half- 
penny, same shield, without branches or numerals. Numer:^ to 
denote value (as V for jr. ; II VI for ar. 6 d, ; XII for lad, ; VI 
for &f. ; U for aif.) on all except the Halfpennies. 

Ltgatd. THE COMMONWEALTH OF ENGLAND. Half-gTOat,'’ 
Penny, and Halfpenny, no legend or numerals. Half-shilling, one 
type has trvth and peace. 

Reverse. — Type. Shield of St Geoige’s cross, and shield of 
Irish haip conjoined, above which is the value, in numerals. Half- 
penny, single shield of the Irish harp. 

L^etid. GOD wmi us, and date. Half-groat and Penny, with- 
out legend. Halfpenny without legend or value. 

Rarity. All comparatively common j the coins of 1658 and 1660 
are rarest 

Oeld. Twenty-shilling, Ten-shilling, and Five-shilling pieces, 
same type and legend as the silver ; numerals to denote value, n 

Capper, Farthings. On the obveree a shield -pf St George’s 
cross as before ; reverse, shield of Irish harp j legend, farthing 
TOEENS op ENGLAND. ENGLAND’S FARTHING. THE FARfklN 
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lOKBNS FOK. FOE NKCESStTF OF CHANGE, 1640. EELEFE OF THE 
POEE, etc. Pewter Farthing, shield with voided cross, surmounted 
by’lhe lottera, T.K. , in an ovai ; legend, J ovnce of fine pewte. 
Reverse : shield of Irish harp, upon rays, surmounted by a palm and 
laurel wreath ; legend, foe necessaey change. These are all pat- 
tern pleees, and are all rare. Several pattern pieces for other coins 
are also known. One of these has the two shields on the reverse 
held by a winged angel, and the words gvaeded with angels, 
i6Si' 

PROTECTORATE.— OLIVER CROMWELL. (1653 to 1658.) 

Denominations. — Silvtr. Crown, Half-crown, Shilling, Nine- 
pence, and Siimence. Gold. Kfty-shilling-piece, Broad or Twenty- 
ihilling-piece. Half-broad or Ten-shllling-piece. C^per, Farthing-s. 

ObvbPSE. Type. Sinister bust profile of the Protector, draped, 
loos^drapery, head laureated, hair long. 

Legend, olivae. o.g. ep. ang. sco. et iiib. and pbo. or 
otherwise abbreviated. 

Reveese. — Type. Shield surmounted by an open aiched crown, 
bearing quarterly, i and 4, cross of St. George ; 3, cross of St. 
Andrew ; 3, Irish harp, upon an escutcheon of pietence, tlie arms 
of Cromwell, a lion rampant. 

legend. PAX QVA 5 EITVB BELLO, and date. 
Edge. HAS NISI PEBITVEVS MIHI ADIMAT 
NEMO. 

Geld, Same type and legend as silver. On 
the edge of the fifly-shilling-picce, peotectoe 
LITEEIS LITEEiB NVMMIS CORONA ET SALVS. 

Copper. Farthing. Obverse, head as before, 
OLIVAE PRO ENG SC lEL, Reverse, shield as 
before, and legend chaeitie and change ; 
Another, three columns tied together, having 
on top of the first a cross, the second a harp, and the third a thistle, 
arid the legend thvs vniTeo invincible ; another, a ship under 
&il, and legend, and god direct ove coves ; another, con- 
venient change. 

CHARLES II. (1660 to 16B5.) 

Denominations.— Jf/rwr. First issue. Half-crown, Shilling, Six- 
pence, Half-groat, Penny. Second, same. Third, Half-crown, Shil- 
ling, Sixpence, Fourpence or GroaL Threepence, Half-groat, Penny. 
Four&, Crown, Half-crown, Shilling, Sixpence. Gold Broad or 
Twenty-shilling-piece, Half-broad or Ten-shilling-piece, Quarter- 
broad or Five-shiUing-piece. Uve-Guinea-pieoe, Two-gulnea-piece. 
Guinea, Half-guinea, Copper. Halfpenny and Farthing. Tin. 
Farthing. , 

“'Obveese. — Type. Sinister laureated bust profile, crowned, loose 
drapery, hair long and flowing. 

Legend, caeolvs. il d.g. (or del qea. or geatia). mag. 
BRi. FEA, ET HiB, EEX, oT Otherwise abbreviated. 
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Reverse.— TJ z/i. The first three issues of coins liore a pltin 
shield of amis, quarterly, i and 4 France and England quarterly, a 
Scotland, 3 Ireland, over a cross Henry. Those of the fourth ifi'id 
last issue bear four shields, with the bo itoms joined, forming a oross ; 
the shields being England, Scotland, France, and Ireland, each 
crowned ; in the centre, within a star, St. George’s cross. Between 
the shields, in the four compartments, are two Cs interlinlced. One 
Shilling has one shield of France and England, quarterly, two shields 
of ScoUand, and one of Ireland, not crowned ,- between the shields 
are the Interlinked Cs crowned. The Fourpence has a monogram 
of four Cs Interlinked, in form of a cross, crowned ; and in the com- 
portments are severally a rose, a thistle, a fleur-de-lis, and a harp. 
The Thieepence has three Cs interlinked ; the Twopence two Cs 
mteilinked ; and the Penny a single C, all crowned ; these denote 
the value ; others have numerals crowned. "w- 

Legtnd. mao. br. fra. et hib. rex., or otherwise abbreviated, 
and dote. aiRiSTo avspice regno. 

Edgt. DECVS et tvtamen anno XV or vtCESiMO, Or other 
year of reign. 

Gold. Same type, sceptres between shields. Obverse : Bust^ 
laureated and draped with lo^ hair. Reverse : First issue, arms, 
etc,, as on silver ; later issue, ^ve-guinea, Guinea, etc., four shields 
arranged as a cross, and each crowned ; in the centre four Cs 
interhnked, from whicli issue four sceptres, terminating respectively 
in orb and cross, thistle, fleur-de-lis, and harp. Legend on reverses. 
t'LORBNT CONCORDIA REGNA, Or titles. Edge, DECVS ET TVTA- 
MEN, and year of reign as on the silver. 

Cefptr. HaEpence and Farthings, sinister bust profile, laureated, 
in armour. English, carolvs a carolo. Scotch, car. tl. d. g. 
SCO. AN. FR. ET iiiB. R. Irish, cAroltb II DEI GRATIA. Re- 
verse, English, figuie of Britannia, which now first appears ; Irish, 
a harp crowned, date on field ; Scotch, a thistle crowned. English, 
BRITANNIA, date in exergue; Irish, MAG. BR. FRA. KT, iliB, REX.; 
Scotch, NEMO MB iMFVNB EACEsSET. and date; all common^ 
Farthing with Britannia particularly so. ^ 

Tin or Pewter. Halfpence and Farthings, some with aping of 
copper in the centre. . On the edge, nvKUORVM FAMVtvs and 
date. 

Siege pieces of Charles II., CARobva secvndvs, or caroe. it. d.g. 
MAG, B. F. ET K. REX. ; ond OB the reverse, c. R, under a crown ; 
DVM SPtRO SPERO, Or POST MORTEM PATRIS PRO FILIO Were 
Struck at Pontefract. 

I may here mention a most splendid speedmen of the dle-siuker's 
art, produced by Simon, the celebrated die-sinker, as a trial piece 
against an artist who was employed by Charles. Ihe obverse har 
a bust of the king of most exquisite workmanship, and round the 
of the coin, in place of decvs., etc,, was this idmjffle petition in 
two lines : ‘ ' THOMAS. SIMON , most humbly prays your majemv to 
" compare this, his tiyal piece) with the Dutch, aud, if more wly 
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" drawn, and embossed, more gracefully ordered, and more ac> 
" eurately engraven, to relieve him." At Trnttle’s sale, in 1832, a 
v( 9 y fine spooimcn sold for ;£a25. It is said that only twenty copies 



were struck with the petition on the edge, and a few others with a 
different edge, RGODtTB QVAB CABSATtltS CABSAKI & POST ; and 
one is recorded to be known bearing, sender TO CASAS the 
THINGS WHICH ARB CASAR'S. 

JAMES 11 . (168s to 1689.) 

Denominations.— Crown, Half-crown, Shilling, Six- 
pence, Fourponce, Threepence, Twopence, Penny. Gold. Five- 
guinea, Two-guinea, Guinea, Half-guinea Tin or Pewter. Half- 
penny, Farthing. Gun Monty. As silver. 

Obvbsse. — Type. Sinister bust profile, laureated, on some 
draped, on others undraped ; hair long. The Crown has the king 
in armour on horsebaclc, with drawn sword. 

• Legend. lAcoBvs. ii. dei. ohatia. 

Reverse. — Type. Shields in cross, etc. TheFourpenoe, Three- 
pence, Twopence, and Fenny have the value, llli., lit., IL, 1., 
crowned. 

Legend. MAO. BS. FRA. BT. HIB. REX. and date. 

Edge. DECVS ET TVTAMEN SEX. and year of rdgn. 

Gun Monyr. Silver being scarce in this reign, on issue of base 
money was resorted to, some of which, being struck from the old 
cannon and domestlcutensilsmdteddovm, is called "Gun Money." 
The Crown, which is scarce, has the king in armour, laureated, on 
horseback, with a drawn sword, a long sash flying bdiind ; reverse, 
four shields in cross, with the crown in the centre ; the Half-crowns, 
Shillings, and Sixpences have two sceptres in saldre, behind a 
crown, between I. R. ; above the crown are numerals for value, and 
benWh, the month in which it was struck. 
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Gold. The Pive-guinea^-piece is rare, the others common. Thej 
are of the same general type as the silver, 

Tin or Pewter. Halfpence and Farthings : obverse, bust prodlle, 
as before ; reverse, English, figure of Brlhinnia, bkitaNNia ; 
Irish, figure of Hibernia writh the harp, hibeunia, or Irish harp 
crowned. Half-farthings ; obverse, sceptres in saltire, and crown ; 
reverse, harp or rose, crowned. There is also a kind c.tlled plug 
money ; this was struck owing to a scarcity of copper ; it is ol 
pewter, and in the middle is inserted a very small square plug of 
copper, to show that it is intended to pass for copper money. One 
tin Halfpenny has the king on horseback with diawn sword, on the 
obverse, and on the reverse the harp surmounted by a crown with 
lion crest, and two sceptres in saltire ; in this two or more {ilugs 
of brass are inserted. Other varieties need not be particularised. 
White metal coins were also issued. 

WILLIAM HI. AND MARY II. (1689 to 170a. 1689 to rfi94.) 

Denominations. Sihier. Crown, Half-crown, Shilling, Six- 
pence, Fourpence, Threepence, Twopence, Penny. Gold. Five- 

f ulnea, Two-guinea, Guinea, Half-Guinea. Tin. Halfpennyf 
arthing. CofUr. Halfpenny, Farthing. 

Obverse. — Type. Dexter busts profile of king and queen, 
(William and Mary) side by side, that of the king laureated, partly 
in armour. Queen draped, hair curled ; some have the bust of 
Mary only i Fourpence, Threepence, Twopence, and Penny, busts 
undmped. After Mary's deatli, the bust of William, profile and 
laureated, a^ears alone. 

Legend. First, ovuelmvs bt maria or ovliblmvs bt maria 
DEI GRATIA. Later, GVLIELMVS TBRTIVS. or OVLIELMVB III. 
GRATIA. 

REVERSE. — Type, Four crowned shields in cross, ns before ,■ in 
the centre, the shield of Nassau ; between the shields, W. and it. 
conjoined ; the four figures of die date, as 1S93, one under each 
monograph. Some Half-crowns have a plain shield of the royal 
arms, crowned; Fourpence, Threepence, Twopenoe, and Penny,* 
values crowned. After the death of Mary, feathers on some, and 
on others roses, take the place of the monogram of W and M 
between the shidds ; on others the space is left blank. 

Legend. MAG br fra BT hib rex bt Regina, or the same, 
leaving off "etregina." 

E^e, DEcvs ET tvtamen and year of reign. 

Gold. Busts as before; reverse, royal arms in large shield, 
crowned. After Mary's death, reverse, shields in cross, with scep- 
tres, as on the silver. 

Copper. Halfpence and Farthings. Obverse, busts as before, 
GVLiElrMvs ET MARIA, ot GVLIELMVS TERTivs. Reverse, figuae 
of Britannia, Britannia, date in exergue; Irish, gvlibLmvs 
BT maria Dei gratia; reverse, Irish harp crowned, MAO BE FR 
BT HIB BEX ET REGINA, date On field, Tbme are coins also, 
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of Mary's only, one of which has, on obverse, bust profile of queen, 
draped, hair turned up behind, MARIA ii DEI gratia ; reverse, 
ful> blown rose on a branch, ex cANDOhe decvs. After the 
queen's death, the coins have the bust of William, as befoie, with 
GVLIELNVS tertivs ; reverse, same as before. Scotch have, on 
obverse, a sword and sceptre in saltire, with a crown above; 
reverse, thistle, crowned ; another has a monogram, 

ANNE, {1703 to 1714.) 

Denominations. — Silver. Crown, Half-crown, Shilling, Six- 
pence, Fourpence, Threepence, Twopence, Penny. Gold. Five- 
guinea, Two-guinea, Guinea, Half-guinea. C(Mtr. Farthing. 

Obverse. — Typt. Sinister bust profile, draped, hair thrown 
back, and tied at back of bead with a ribband, which passes round 
the hea^. 

Ugmd. ANNA DEI GRATIA, 

Reverse. — Type. Four crowned shields in cross. Before the 
union these shields were, i England, a Scotland, 3 Fiance, 4 Ire- 
land. After the union they were altered to two shields of England 
and Scotland impaled, one of France, and one of Ireland. In the 
centre, the cross of St. George, in a star of the garter ; between 
the shields, feathers or roses, or feathers and roses alternately ; 
Fourpence, Tlirccpence, Twopence, and Penny, values, crowned. 

Legend. MAG BRi Eu ET IIIB REG and date. 

Edge. DEOVS BT TVTAMEN, and year of reign. 

Sariiy. All common. The smaller denominations scarcer than 
the others. 

Gold. Same type and legend, and edge. Reverse, sceptres 
between the shields. 

Copper. As there is so much popular error concerning the 
farthings, it may be well to remark at length upon them, in order 
to clear away the absurd idea generally entertained, of there being 
only three in existence. Instead of this being the case, there are 
absolutely six distinct varieties. The first, which is the only one 
'which was ever in geneml circi^tion, has, on the obverse, sinister 
bust profile, of queen, draped, hale thrown back, encircled with a 
string of pearls, ANNA dei gratia ; reverse, figure of Britannia, 
olive branch in her right, and spear in her left hand, BRITANNIA, 
date, 1714, In exergue : this, although scarce. Is by far the com- 
monest of the whole : there is one with the same type, but broad 
rim, which is rare. Second, bust as before, ANNA Regina ; re- 
verse, as last. Third, same bust, anna dei gratia ; reverse, 
figure of Britannia, right leg bare ; briTANJJIA, zyrSi round, 
Bourth, obverse as before ; reverse, Britannia, as last, under an 
arch i BRITANNIA in exeigue, 1713. Fifth, bust as before, with band 
instep of pearls, within an inner circle {the busts on the others arc 
on the field) ; jeverse, figure of Britannia standing, helmeted, in 
the right band t^ olive branch, and In her left the spear, within 
innSr circle; SBLhO BT RACE; date 1715, in exeigne. Sixth, 
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bust as one, ANNA avgvsta ; revcise, same figure as last, standing 
in a car, drawn by two horses ; in her right band she holds the olive 
branch, in her left the reins and a spear ; pax missa peh okiiem ; 
in exergfie, 1713. The prices depend upon the slate of prcscivation 
of the coins, but, for fine ones, Utc following are about die values : 
1, from six shillings to fourteen shillings ; a and 3, from fifteen 
shillings to thirty shillings ; 3, 4, and 6, from two to three pounds : 
3, the rarest, from five to ten, or twelve pounds. There is a small 
medal, or counter, wliich is very fiequently mistaken by the gen- 
erality of persons for one of her {artlrings. It has on the obverse 
the bust, with anna dei gratia ; reverse, the four shields in cross, 
sometimes plain, and sometimes with roses between the shields, 
MAG BR FRA ET HiB REG 1711 ; frequently RIO instead of REG. 
Some of tliese are of beautiful workmanslrip, and others vciy 
rude : they are far from being scarce ; they were not st gmk as 
current coins. Halfpenny, bust, anna d q mag br fr k^hib 
REG ; reverse, sitting figure of Britannia, leaning on a shield, in her 
left himd a spear, in her right a rose and thistle emanating from 
the same branch ; the whole beneath a crown. 

GEORGE I. (1714 to 1737.) 

Denominations.— iStVow. Crown, Half-crown, Shilling, Six- 
pence, Fourpence^ Threepence, Twopence, Penny. Geid. Five- 
guinea, Two-guinea, Guinea, Half-guinea, Quarter-guinea. Copper. 
Halfpenny, Farthing. 

Obverse. — Type, Dexter laureatcd bust profile, in armour and 
dr^ed, hair long and curled. 

L^end, oeorgivs d. g. m. br. fr. et. hib, rex. f. d. 

Reverse. — T^e. Four crowned shields in cross, i, England and 
Scotland impaled ; a, Fiance ; 3, Ireland ; 4, Brunswick, and Lunen- 
berg with Hanoverian escutcheon. Between tlic shields, on some, 
are a rose and tliistle or feathers alternately ; on others, s. s. C. 
(South Sea Compauy, silver), etc., indicative of the Idnd of silver 
of which they are minted ; m the centre is the star and croas ol 
St George. Fourpence, Threepence, Twopence, and Penny, values 
crowned. 

Legend, brvn. et. l. dvx. s. r. i. a. th. et, ei,, reading on 
frim the obverse; thus, in full, "Georgius, Del gratia, Magnse 
Britanniee Franolee et Hibemias Rex, Fidd Defensor, Brunsviceasis 
et Lunenbergensis Dux, Saori Romani Imperii Thesaurarlus et 
Princeps Elector " (or Elector only), and date. 

Mdn. DBCva et tvtamen, and year of reign. 

Gold. Same general type and legend as the suver. 

Copper, Halfpence and Elirthings. Obverse, dexter bust profile, 
draped, laureated, gborgivs rex. Reverse, figure of Britannia, 
BRITANNIA, date in exergue. The Farthing has a broad rim. Ob-* 
verse, Irish Halfpence, bust os ^fore, undraped, cborgivs dei 
gratia rex : reverse, figure of Hibernia, Wth harp, hibernm ; 
date in same line. 
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GEORGE U. (1737 to 176a) 

Denominations. — Silver, Crown, Half-crown, Sliilling, Six- 
pence, Fourpence, Threepence, Twopence, Penny. Gold. Five- 
guinea, Two-guinea, Guinea, Half-guinea. Copper. Haifpenny, 
Farthing. 

Obvekse. — Tjfe. Sinister iaareated bust profile, in armour, 
hair long and curled ; under the bead of some is UMA, 

Legend. GEonoiva 11 oei oratia, 

Reverse. — T^e. Four crowned shields in oross as on those of 
George I. In the centre of some is the motto, HONi soir, etc., on 
the garter round the cross, as George L On some, plain between 
the shields ; on others, a rose and Welsh feathers ^tcrnatcly, four 
roses or four feathers, to denote the silver from which they are 
minted. Fourpence, Threepence, Twopence, and Penny, values, 
crojiiiRd. 

Legend. M, B. F. ET. n. BEX. F. D. B. ET. L. IX S. R. I. A. T. ET. 
E., os explained under George L, and date. Penny, MAO. BBl. fr. 
ET. Hin. REX., and date. 

Gold. Bust, undmped, laureated ; reverse, royal arms in an 
ornamented shield, crowned. 

Copper. Halfpence and Farthings. Bust as before, laureated and 
in armour, GEOROivs II REX. ; reverse, figure of Britannia, BRI- 
TANNIA, date in exergue. Irish Halfpence and Farthhigs, same 
bust, undmped ; reverse, Irish harp, crowned, hiberhia, and date. 

GEORGK III. (1760 to iBbo.) 

Denominations. Crown, Half-crown, Shilling, Six- 

i ience, Fourpence, Threepence, Twopence, Penny. Gold. Guinea 
air.), Kolf-gulnea {los. fia.), Third-of-gulnca or Seven-shilling-piece 
yr.), Quarter-of-guinea (sr. 3d.), Sovereign (aasj), IlaF-sovcroign 
lor.). Copper. Twopence, Penny, Halfpenny, Farthing. 

Obverse, — Type. Early issues : dexter bust profile of king, in 
armour, laureated, hair long ; on his later coinage, bust undraped, 
laureated, hair short. 

Legend. Early ; georgivs III DEI GRATIA. Late ; grqr. (or 
GEORGIVS) III. O. G, BRITT, (or BRITANNIARVM) REX. F. D. (or FID, 
DEF.), etc. Later coinage has the date beneath the head. 

Reverse. — Type. Early coinage : Four crowned or uncrowned 
shields in cross, us on coins of George I, and II.; the crowns in 
those instances where they do not surmoant the shields, being placed 
in the angles between them, later coinage : Crown, St. George and 
the Dragon within the mottoed garter. Half-crown, crowned shield 
of royal arms, within the rartor, on which is the motto, honi soit, 
etdf ; quarterly, i and 4, England, 2, Scotland, 3, Ireland, Bruns- 
wick, eta, on an escutcheon surmounted by the electorate crown; 
the shield crojvned ; on another, Tound the garter, is the coUai and 
badge of the order, philhngs, royal shield encircled by the garter, 
no legend ; Fourpence, Threepence, Twopence, and Penny, valnei. 
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either im. iii. ii. i. , or in figures ; one mintage, called wire-money, 
has the value in writing figures, all the lines of the same btrength, 

Ltgmd. Early ; M. u. F. itT. ii. ttEX. P. D. a. E'r. L. n. s. u. *. 

A. T. ET. E. and date. Late : bkitanmiaxvm rex fid dep or 

PtDEI OEPENSOB. 

During great scarcity of silver money in 1797 Spanish dollars 
and half-dollars were countcrmarkcd with a small punch of the 
king's head and put into circulation a.s current coin of the value of 
4r, gd. This stamp having been counterfeited to a considerable 
extent, a different one was adopted in 1804, but it in turn being 
much counterfeited, the whole dollar was re-stamped with a fresh 
octagonal device, the king's head, etc., on the obverse, and on die 
reverse a figure of Britannia within an oval, crowned with a mural 
crown, and having the words bank op England five shillings 
DOLLAR, 1804. Bonk of England tokens, value Six-shillings, 
Three-shillings, and other amounts, were also issued. Of InSse, 
and the Irish and Madras and other issues, I must forego'particuloxs. 

Gold. Obverse, bust Inureated ; reverse, Guinea, and Half-guinea, 
royal arms in a "spade ace" shield, crowned; Sovereign, George 
and Dragon within the garter ; Half-sovereign, royal shield ; Seven- • 
shillings, a crown. 

Capper. Early coinage ; Halfpennies and Farthings, bust laure- 
ated and in armour, gborgivs hi rex. ; reverse, figure oi 
Britannia, BRITANNIA and date ; Irish, bust undraped ; reverse, 
Irish harp crowned. 1797 and 1799, "Twopence and Penny, with 
raised broad ilm, on which U the legend, indented, bust profile, 
iaureated, hair long, draped, georqivs III DEI GRATIA HEX ; 
Farthing, date under head ; reverse, Britannia, bareheaded, in the 
right hand an olive branch, in the left a trident ; seated on a rook, 
shield under her left hand, Britannia, in the distance a ship 
(the water cut up to the curve of the ooM, date under figure. Half- 
pence and Farthings, same figure of Britannia, but without the 
broad rim ; halfpenny, Britannia, date under figure ; Farthing, 
BRITANNIA, under figure, i FARTHING. In 1806-7, Pence, Half, 
pence, and Farthings, bust Iaureated and draped, hair short, 
GBORGIVS IIL D. G. REX, and date. Britannia as before, water in 
a line across, Britannia. Irish, harp, crowned, iiibernia, and 
date. A large variety of copper coins for the East India Com- 
pany, Isle of Man, Prince of Wales Island, Sierra Leone, Barbodoes, 
Ceylon, etc., were struck, which need not be particularized, 

GEORGE IV, (1820 to 1830.) 

Denominations. — Silver. Crown, Half-crown, Shilling, Six- 
pence, Founience, Threepence, Twopence, Penny. Gold, Five- 
sovereign, Double-sovereign, Sovereign, H^-soverelgn. Copper, 
Penny, Halfpenny, Farthing. * 

Obverse. — Type. Sinister large bust profile, Iaureated, undraped. 
In z8a6 the bust ^differs, the neck and head are much narrower in 
proportion, and it is not Iaureated. These latter coins are the pro- 
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daetiona of Mr. Wyon, from the bust by Chanlrey ; the foimer onea 
are Pistrucci's. 

J.egfHd. On the former, gkorgivs mi d. b. britanniak. f. 
D. Latter, georrivs iv dei gratia. 

Reverse. — Type. Crown, St. George on horacbaek, undraped, 
helmeted, loose vest flying behind, in his right hand a dagger, his 
left holding tlie reins ; under the horse, a dmgon, a broken lance 
lying beside, no legend, date in exergue, edge, DECUS, etc. This 
coin is of most beautiful workmanship. Hmf-crown, early, royal 
arms; on some in plain square shield, crowned, encircled by the 
garter, with motto, honi, etc., or ornamented shield, crowned, a 
rose beneath, and a thistle on one side, and on the other a shamrock, 
no legend ; date on the former, with ANNO, ; later, royal shield, 
beautifully mantlad. 

Ea^’, Shilling and Sixpence as the Half-crowns ; later, royal crown 
andaK^t, a lion passant-guardant, crowned ; beneath is the rose, 
thistle and sbamrodc. This is commonly known as the "lion 
shiUing." 

Legend. Later, rritanniarvm rex fidei defeksor. 

, Gold. Five-pound-piece, Double-sovereign, Sovereign, and Half- 
sovereign, bust as before ; reverse, George and dmgon ; or royal 
shield. 

Copper. Pennies, Halfpennies, and Farthings; early, bust profile, 
laureated, draped or undraped ; Pence and Halfpence, oeoroivs 
IV DO REX. : Farthings, georoivs nil dei gratia ; Pence and 
Halfpence ; Irish, harp, crowned, HIBERNIA, and date ; Farthing, 
Britannia seated on a rock, facing llie right, helmeted, in her left 
hand the trident, in her light, which rests on the shield, an olive 
branch, lion at her feet, no water in distance, date in exergue ; later, 
Pence, Halfpence, and Farthings, Britannia seated helmeted, left 
hand the trident, right resting on shield, no olive branch, nor lion, 
beneath the figure, the rose, thistle, and shamrock, britanniar 
REX FID. DEF. A Half-farthing for Ceylon, and a one third of a 
Farthing, for Malta, were struck in iBay-B, and arc rare. 

WILLIAM IV. (1B30 to 1837.) 

Denominations.— Crown, Half-crown, Shilling, Six- 
pence, Groat or Fourpenoo, Threepence, TVopence, Peimy, Three- 
halfpence. Gold, Double-sovermgn, Sovereign. Half-sovereign. 
Copper. Penny, Halfpenny, Farthing. 

Obverse. — Type. Dexter bust profile, undraped, hair short. 

Legend. GVLIELMVS iril D, G. BRITANNIAR. REX P. D. 

Reverse. — Type. Half-crown, ermine robe surmounted by the 
crown, tied at the corners with cord and tassels, on the robe ate the 
royal arms in a plain square shield, beneath winch Is the collar and 
hMge of the Order of the Garter; dated with the word anno. ; 
^imng and Sixpence, within a wreath formed by branches of olive 
and oak is th<f value, ONE shilling.— SIXPENCE, in two lines, a 
Town above, beneath the wreath the date ; Fourpence, figure of 
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UlUamla, soor pence, date In exergue, Maundy money, value, 
crowned, within a wieath of oak branches. 

Gofd, All the same bust os on tlic silver. Kivc-pound-piecos o 
pattern piece only ; Double-sovereign, with arms, with mantle, 
garter, and crown ; Sovereign, If df-sovereign, bust as before ; 
reverse, royal arms in ornamental shield. 

Copper, Pence, Halfpence, and Farthings, bust ns before, date 
under the head, gulielmos im dei gratia j reverse, Britannia, 
as last coinage of George IV. ; beneath the dgure, rose, thistle, and 
shamrock, britanniar rex. bid. dev. Several colonial and other 
coins were also struck in silver and copper. 

VICTORIA. (1837.) 

Denominations.— J/A/er. Crown, Hal^crown, Florin or Two- 
shilling piece. Shilling, Sixpence, Groat or Fourppnce, Threepence 
Twopence, Penny. Gold, Plve-ponnd-piece, Double-soveieiftnwsSTwQ- 

f ound-piece. Sovereign, Half-soveielgn. Copper, Penny, Halfpenny, 
hrthing, Half-farthmg. Brotute, Penny, Halfpenny, and Farthing, 
Obverse. — Type, Crown and Half-crown. Sinister bust piofuc 
of the queen, undraped, round the bead two plain bands, hair 
parted on the forehead, carried over the top of the ear, and all 
gathered together at the back of the head. The Half-crown has the 
fore hair plaited immediately before it joins the back hajr. None of 
these have been issued for home emvenoy since 1851. Florin. 
Sinister bust profile of the queen, crowned with an open arched 
crown, elegantly draped over the sbouldeis. Shilling, Sixpence, 
etc., bust same as Half-crown. 

Legend, Crown and Half-crown, VICTORIA DEI GRATIA. Date 
under the head. Florin, first issue, victoria reqina, 1849 ; 
later issue, Uictarioi Big! brill: tfg! C: h: and date as 
inBCCCIlWii. Shilling and sixpence, VICTORIA DEI GRATIA 
britanniar REG. F. D. Fourpence and Maundy money, VICTORIA 
D. O. BRITANNIAR. REGINA F. D. 

Reverse,— 7)7>«. Crown and Half-crown, royal arms quarterly, 
r and 4, England, s, Scotland, 3, Ireland, shield plain, crownedr 
within a wreath formed of two olive branches tied together at the 
bottom by a ribband ; beneath the shield, the rose, thistle, and 
shamrodc. Florin, first issue, in a tressuro of eight arches, whose 
cusps have trefoil terminations, within the inner circle, four crowned 
• shields arranged as a cross, first and third England, second Scot- 
land, fourth Ireland. In the centre a rose ; the crowns extending 
through the legend to the outside edge of the coin. In the four 
angles are, respectively, two roses, a thistle and a shamrock. lAter 
issues, similar to the other, with a trefoiled qnahefoil Instead of rose 
in the centre. Shilling and Sixpence; value in two lines, within 
a wreath formed of a branch of olive and an oak branch tied 
together with a ribband, above the value the royal crown, beneath 
the wreath the date. Fourpence, figure of Britannia seated, belmeted, 
in her left hand the trident, her right resting on the sbidd,1iate 
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in exergue. Maundy money, value, crowned, within a wreath of 
oak branches and date. 

{.egtttd. Crown and Half-crown, britanniasym RitGiNA FID. 
DEP. Fiorin, fiist issue, OKE florin one tenth op a pound : later 
issues, ®nt tote one tentlj OC a poillte. Shilling and Sixpence, the 
words ONE SIIIU.ING, and sixpence, within the wreath of laurel 
and oak, beneath which is the date. Fourpence, four pence. 
Threepence, figure 3 crowned. 

The most beautiful of our modem coins is a Crown-piece struck in 
1847, from dies engraved by Wyon. It is in somewhat low relief, and 
bears on the obverse an exquisite profile porbait of the queen, to the 
left, filling up the entire diameter of the com. Her Majesty wears 
an open four-arched crown ; the hair, being plaited, is brought down 
below the ear, and fastened at the back of the head ; shoulders and 
bosom draped with delicate and elaborately ornamented lace, 
peaii>-7and jewels, the portion of the lobe mslble being diapered 
with roses, thistles, and shamrocks in lozenges. Legend, ^tefarin 
Sri gtntia teltanniav. teg ! El h- Reverse: within the inner circle 
four shields (two England, one Scotland, one Ireland), arranged as 
«. cross, within a tressure of eight arches ; each shield crowned, the 
crowns extenteng through the legend and to extremity of the coin. 
In the centre the star of the Order of the Garter, and in the angles 
between the shields, which are diapered, a rose twice repeated, a 
thistle, and a shamrock ; the spandrils and the cusps trefoiled. 
Legend, tufalut tttttte HtUB aittto Uam. mhccralbii. Round the 
edge Jtfiw It’ tlltowr nmw* trgnl’ mJitllm. Thi^ usually 
known as the " gothic crown," was not put in circulation. 

Ga/d. Sovereign, and Half-soveieign ; obveise, same bust as the 
silver, Victoria dei gratia, and date ; reverse. Sovereign, royal 
arms, as the Half-croivn ; later issues, St. George and the Dragon 
as on those of George IV., and date; Half-soverrfgn, royal sh&W 
<13 before, without the wreath, mantled, ciowned, dritanniarvm 
REGINA FID. DEP. 

^ CoJ^r, Farthings ; obverse, same as Sovereign 1 reverse, figure 
of Britannia, as before, with the rose, thistle, and shamrock beneath, 
bhitanniar REG. FID, DEP. j Half and Quarter-farthings have also 
been struck for the colonics to supersede the use of cowries. 

Broiisse, Obverse : beautifully lauieated piofile bust of the queen, 
hair tied behind, draped over the shoulders ; the porbait filling up the 
diameter of the coin ; legend, VICTORIA dig: britt : reg : P : D i 
Reverse ; figure of Britannia, helmeted and draped, holding a trident 
in her left hand, and her ngbt resting on a shirid of the union ; in 
the distance, on one side, the Eddystone Lighthouse, on the other a 
ship in full sail. Legend : ONE PENNY, date in exergue, i8do, etseq. 
A large number of pattern pieces for coins of various values, and m 
rU the metals, have at one time or other during this reign been 
prepared and stiuck, and are of the highest interest for the cabinets 
of ^lieetors. 
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TRADERS' TOKENS. 

The Traders’ Tokens of this kingdom, propeily so-called, are 
confined, in issue, to the seventeenth, eighteenth, and early part 
of the nineteenth centuiies — those of the fiist of these periods 
being the most numerous as well as, in most respects, the most 
interesting. Though not coins in the ordinary sense, not having 
been issued by kings or govenunents, they play a more import- 
ant pait in the history of the country than even the regal pieces 
do, and the information to be derived from their study is not only 
valuable but in many instances entertaining. 

Coins, the currency of nations, os I have, on another occasion, 
observed, are hoaidcd up and studied, and constantly referred to 
in illustration of liistorical facts, or ns corroborations in cases ol 
doubtful points; and their value, admitted on all hands, cannot 
be too liighly estimated. They, however, tell but of princes and 
^pationalities, not of the people. The coins of Greece and Kome 
tell of events, of cho nges, and of wars, and become, when properly 
studied, a complete epitome of the history of the great nations 
tS'which they belong. Those of our own country, however, have 
not that recommendation — they become simply, and solely, matters 
of r^nl chronology. From the Norman Conquest to the present 
hoiu; not one event does an English coin record, not one national 
trait does it exhibit, and not one matter connected with national 
listoiy or the people does it illustrate. 

Not so with Traders’ Tokens. Issued by the people, they tell 
/the people, and become imperUhable records of that most im- 
portant estate of the realm. They indicate to us their occupations 
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and their skill { their customs and their inodes of life } their local 
Ijovernments ; their guilds and trade companies ; their habits and 
lentimenls ; their trades, their costume, their towns, their famines, 
and their homes. I’ity it is that these lasting and reliable records 
and adjuncts to national history ore, as I have just said, conhned 
to some two centuries of our historical annals — but of those two 
periods (and especially of the earliest) they are, assuredly, among 
the more interesting and important of illnstrations. 

In Anglo-Saxon and uiedlaeval times the want of small coins — 
that is, a airrency representing a small value — was much fell, and 
this gave rise to the occasionid issue of spurious, or rather base, 
coins to supply the deficiency, os it was found (he smaller pieces 
—for instance, the pennies when broken up for use as halfpence 
and farthings — were unfit for general use among the ^ugh- 
handed population. 

In the reigns of Edward VI. and Mary the issue of a base- 
melal currency gave rise to considerable dissatisfaction and 
fraud, and under Elizabeth, who issued three-halfpence and 
three-farthing pieces, tliat spurious currency was declared no 
longer current. Despite the issuing, however, of these three- 
halfpenny and three-farthing pieces, the want of halfpennies 
)nd farthings was still so seriously felt by the entire population 
(hat housekeepers, chandlers, grocers, mercers, vintners, and most 
other traders were impelled, for conscience’ sake, to the issue of 
private tokens of lead, pewter, latten, tin, and even leather, for 
the purposes of trade. These were issued by tbe traders, and 
commodities in exchange could only be had from their issuers } 
(hey were thus useless as a circulating medium and a source of 
frequent loss to theit holders. 

in 1574 a proposition was made to the Queen by two persons 
named Wicklife and Humphrey, to coin h.ilf-pence and 
farthings in base silver (to weigh respectively 12 and 6 grains); 
but was not acted upon. It was then proposed to coin pledges 
of copper, and a proclamation forbidding the use of privrte 
tokens and authorizing those just named was prepared ; this, 
however, agaiii, was not acted upon, and private tokens still con- 
tinued in use. In 1582 the three-farthing pieces were withdrawn 
and silver halfpennies issued. They bear on the obverse a port- 
cullis and mint mark, and on tbe reverse a cross and pellets. 

In 1601 and ifioz the requirements of the army in Irdond 
caused, for a time, the issue of copper pence, halfpence, and 
farthings, and this seems to have revived the idea of copjfer 
pledges for England, for which, indeed, pattern pieces were 
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stmck. Copper token<i weroj at that time, issued by the cities 
of Oxford, Worcester, and Bristol. 

On the accession of Janies I. that monarch issued .silver pennies 
for this country, in which his Scottish baubees, bodies, and placks 
were useless. A pattern farthing was also prepared hut not 
issued. Soon afterwords a fresh sdieme, which met the approval 
of the king, was acted upon. This was the issue of Itoyal 
farthing tokens weighing only six grains each. The licence to 
mint these dishonest coins which, for the puipose of getting them 
into circulation, were sold by die Crown to all comers at 21 
shillings' woith for a pomid, was granted to Lord Harrington — 
the king stipulating that he should receive one-half the profit every 
quarter of a year. His majesty, however, ere long altered the 
an-angement, allowing Lord Harrington a fixed sum, and himself 
taldCg all the rest of the profit. Tneir principal distributor was 
Geram Malyns, who thus siioke of their intention and use 
“The necessitye of these small moneys did appcaie herewith us 
iq England, where evetie chandler, tapster, vintner, and others, 
made tokens of lead and brasse for half-penccs, and at Bristol 
by the late Queenes authoiitie were made of copper, with a ship 
on one side, and C.B. on the pther side, signifying CtviTAS 
Bkistoll : these went current, for small things, at Biistoll and 
ten miles about. Hereupon, it pleased our soveraigne lord the 
king to approve of the making of a competent quantitie of farthing 
tokens to abolish the said leaden tokens, made in derogation oi 
the king’s prerogative royall, which fartliing tokens, being in 
the ycare 1613, with certain cautions and limitations, made ol 
meere copper, liave on the one side two sceptres ciossing under 
one diadem, in remcmbiance of the union betweenc England and 
Scotland ; and on the other side the haipe for Ireland, and the 
mscription, ‘iacodys d.g. maon^i. bri'it. fra., bt hi her. 
''rbx.’ And the said farthing tokens have not oneley beene 
found very commodius and necessarle for pettie commutations, 
but also to be a great reliefe of the poore, and meanes to encrease 
charitic, without which many of them had perished, everie man 
having meanes to give ahnes, even the mechanicall poore to the 
indigent poore.” 

The mode adopted for distribnling these farthing tokens and 
getting them into circulation was crailyand business-like. They 
were made up in packets of $1. id. worth in each, and these 
packets, made up in bags of jQm worth in each, were sent to 
the mayors of the different towns of the kingdom, who were 
required to sell ihem to the public. For all sold and remitted 
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for witliin two months the mayoi M'as allowed two shillmgs in the 
pound for bis trouble ; if over two months, then only one shiU 
ling ; and the pnrehaser of course in any case ^ol 2ir. wortlr foi 
20s. Thus each 2IJ. worth was sold by the lung for iSr. 

Despite all this, however, nud the issuing of proclamation 
after proclamation to enforce this Hoyal swindle, private tokens 
continued to be issued as iimch as ever and could not be put 
down. The office for the issue of the Uoynl tokens was in 
Lothbwy, I-ondon, and the place is still known as “Token. 
House Yard.” After the annulling of this office, copper farthing 
tokens of a more honest value were Issued, but traders still 
struck their own to such an extent that they became more than 


ever general throughout the country. 

In 1649 an attempt was made to establish a national farming, 
and pattern pieces were prepared. Nothing, however, was done 
until 1671, when Traders’ Tokenshavingincreased to a prodigious 
extent, and being issued by oire or other in aiinost every town 
and village in the kingdom, the government announced the in. 
tended issue of halfpence and farthirrm to super-sede them ; and 
in 167a a proclamation prohibiting the making or use of arry 
such private tokens was issued, and stringent measures taken for 
their suppression. From that time their use rapidly declined, 
and they were soon utteily put down. 

From that time (1672! until 1787 no Traders’ Tokens whatever 
were struck or issued in this kingdom. In the latter year (1787) 
the government having for a long time neglected to issue a suffi. 
cient quantity of copper coins for the purposes of trade, and the 
copper coinage having been forged to so great an extent tW 
not one-fourth of wb^ was in circulation was of Iloyol mint 
coining, the Anglesey Copper Mines Company issued tokens o( 
their own, and to such an extent tliat they put into olrculatioq,, 
three hundred tons of copper pennies and halfpennies. The 
example thus set was followed by otlier companies, corpomlioiis, 
and private traders, and tokens soon became so generd that tOe 
matter attracted the attention of government, and resulted in 
orders bdng issued for the preparation of a new national coinage. 

To that end in June, 1797, George the Third issued his warrant 
empowering Matthew Boidlon, of the Soho Works, Miimingham, 
to manufacture a considerable miantily of penny and twopenny 
pieces. The extent to which this contract was carried maybe 
gathered from the fact that between June, 1797, andiSos, Mat- 
thew Boulton "coined under contract for the British Govei^u 


ment upwards of 4,000 tons weight of copper coin, amounting 



HANDBOOK OF 2 'RADEKS' TOKENS. 


7 J 

at, its nominal value to nearly ;^ljoo,ooo.” 3 'iiese cuius were 
strictly and unequivocally h<niest, as were also those of the Angle- 
sejf and other works. 

The Soho twopenny pieces weighed exactly two ounces each, 
and eight of them laid side by side measured one foot ; the 
pennies weighed one ounce each, and seventeen in like manner 
measured two feet ; the halfpennies weighed half an ounce 
each, and twelve of lliem measured one foot. 

The eifect of this issue was the sloppage of private tokens, 
only oue or two examples being known of so late a date os 1802, 
when tliey finally ceased. 

By 1811, consequent on the great increase in the value of 
copper caused by the costly wars in which this country was en- 
gagq(l, the twoi^enny and penny pieces (which were of the 
intrinsic value of the metal] were melted down, or used in various 
ways, and thus the copper currency hod again, gradually and 
surely, become deficient. In that year the Copper Companies 
and others again resorted to the issue of batches of tokens, and 
these continued to increase and to be issued in large numbers until 
1817, when, by Act of Pailiament passed on the Z7th of July, 
their manufacture was prohibited, and their issuers ordered, under 
penalties for disobedience, to take up all they hod issued before 
the 1st of January, 1818. 

Thus came entirely to an end the issue of Traders’ Tokens in 
this country. 

It is impossible to ascertain, or even to form a correct estimate 
of, the number of varieties of seventeenth century tokens that were 
issued. Boyne, after mature consideration and much research, 
estimated Ihe entire issue as not havmg exceeded 20,000, and in 
that he was probably tolerably correct. 

„ In round numbers tbc kttown examples of tokens of the seven- 
teenth century, issued in the various counties of England, Wales, 
and Ireland, may be put down as in : — 


Bedfordshire aboul • 

So 

Darselshire about . 

160 

Berkshire . „ 

ISO 

Durham , ,, . 

60 

Buckinghamshire,, 

140 

Essex . . „ . 

250 

Cambridgeshiie „ 

ISO 

Gloucestershire ,, • 

100 

Cheshire . „ 

70 

Hampshire , ,, 

150 

Cornwall . ,, 

50 

Herefordshire ,, 

so 

Cumberland „ 

10 

Hertfordshire „ 

170 

Derbyshire . „ 

110 

Huntingdonshiie ,, 

70 

Devonshire . • 

250 

Kent , . . 

500 



74 HANDBOOK 

or TRADERS' TOKENS. 


bancashlie . about 

ZOO 

SuiTolk . . about 

30c 

Leicesteibliiie 


zoo 

Suriey, including South- 


Lincolnshire . 


200 

wark . . „ . 

65c 

Middlesex, including 


Sussex . . „ . 

200 

London 

)) 

% 200 

Warwickshiie ,, 

160 

Monmouthshire 


20 

Westmoieland „ . 

25 

Norfolk 


300 

Wiltshire . „ 

200 

Northamptonshire 


150 

Worcesleishire „ , 

120 

Nottinghamshiie 


90 

Yorkshitc . „ 

450 

N orthnmberland 


20 

Uncertain English „ 

IDO 

Oxfordshire . 

1> 

230 

Wales 

100 

Rutlandshire 

it 

20 

Isle of Man , ,, . 

I 

Shropshire . 

ti 

100 

Ireland . . ,, . 

70c 

Someiselshlie 

tt 

280 

Scotland, none known. 


Staffordshiie 


100 




Making a grand total in all of about twelve Ihouband distinct 
vaileties ; and these, of couise, can be only about one-half ot 
what were actually issued. * 

The denominations are Pennies, Halt-pennies, and Farthings, 
and they are of copper, or, in not a few instances, biass. 

Their shape is usually round, but some aie square, otheis 
octagonal, otheis lozenge, and others again heart-shaped. These 
varieties will be best undeistood by reference to the following 
engravings, which may be taken as general typical examples. 
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They are usually thin, not very cleverly stiuclc, and many of 
dkem exhibit, in their orthogiaphy, ignorant and eccentiic modes 
of spelling names, both of persons, trades, and places. The 
greater bulk of them are, fortunately, dated ; the dates ranging 
finm about 1648 to 1672. 

The inscriptions in by far the greatest number of examples 
commence on the obverse, and ore continued on the revetse. 
They commonly consist of the Christian and surname of the 
issuer, his trade or occupation, and the town or viliage in which 
h« rerided. Usually on the ordinary disc-formed tokens this 
inscription is between the outer and inner circle of dotted lines. 
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On the fiehl, within the inner circle, h nsunily the value of the 
coin j tile initials of the issuer anti his wife joined together with 
a knot ; trade-company, town, or family-arms ; tavern or dhop 
sign; device, indicating the handicraft or liade of the issuer; 




initials or other lettering ; or other matter. On some, princi- 
pally on the square, lozenge, ocltigonal, and heart-shaped ex- 
amples, the inscription is placed in seveml lines across the entire 
Geld, and is accompanied more or less by devices, etc. 

Among devices the arms of Trade-^ilds or Companies are 
must numerous, and a brief description of those most commonly 
met with will be found of great service to the collector. They 
are as follows, — ^but for the sake of brevity, and as they are biC 
seldom indicated on the tokens themselves, I omit tincluics i— < 



Al'orHECARlES. — Full length figure of Apdtlo, the inventor 
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or physic, ins licnil radliuit, holding In his lefl hnnd n iiow, and 
in l)ts right hand an arrow, snpplanliiig {i.e, staiuiing over, 
astskic, or vanquishing) a aciirent. On tokens these arms are 
sometimes represented without being on a shield. The crest of 
the company, a Rhinoceros, is also occasionally used. 

Armouuhrs. — On a clievron a gauntlet between two pairs of 
swords in saltire ; on a chief an oval shield whereon a cross o' 
St. George, between two peers’ helmets. 

Bakers. — A pair of balances, held, between three garbs, by i 
hand, vested, and arm embowed, issuing from radiated clonds, 
affixed to the upper part of a chief barry wavy of four, whereon 
are two anchors. 

Bakers (white). — ^Three garbs; on a chief an arm issuing 
from a cloud, holding a pair of scales, between three garbs. 

USStDER- S urgeons. — On a cross of St. George between, in 
first and fourth quarters a chevron between three fleams, and 
second and third a rose crowned, a lion pnssant-guardant. 



Blaeksmitits.— A chevron between three hammers crowned. 
On soma tokens a single hammer, crowned oruncrowned, without 
a shield is used ; occasionally also three uncrowned hammers j 



nr^ hammer and pincers, ns on Uie cm , or, again, an anvil, os 
on the next example. 



7S HANDBOOK OF TRADERS' TOKENS. 

Bottlb Makers and Horners (now only Homers).— On 
a chevion between thiee leather bottles as many bugle horns, 
stringed. * 

Braziers. — On a chevion between, in chief, two ewcis (or 
beakers), and m base, a tiipod pot with two handles, thiee roses 
seeded and bathed. 

Brewers. — On a chevion, between thiee pairs of bailey 
garbs in saltiie, as many tuns. Instead of these aims it was not 
infiequent fbi a single baiiel, oi three baiiels, to be used. 
Aiiothei not uncommon device was two men cariying a bairel 
suspended from a shoulder pole. 

Bricklayers and Tilers. — chevron between, in chief, a 
fleur-de-lis between two brick-axes palewise, and in base a 
bundle of laths. 



Butchers,— Two slanghtei-axes addoised in saltire between 
three bulls’ heads cotiped, two in fesse and one in basej on a 
chief a boai’s head couped between two block brushes (t.e. two 



bunches of “butchers’-bioom”). A knife and cleaver, and 
other signs were also used. , 

Carpenters. — A chevron (sometimes engiailed) between 
three pairs of compasses expanded at the points. 
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Clockmakeus.— Sable, a clock, 01. 

Cloihworkers or Shearmen. — A chevion eimine be- 
Uvgea, m chief, Iwo liahbicks, and, m base, n teazle slipped. 

Coach Makers 4 ND Coach Harness Makers — A chev- 
ron between tliiee coaches. Ciest, Fhccbiis diawn 111 a chariot. 
Suppoiteis, two horses, aimed. Sometimes this crest alone 
appears, and sometimes a horse capaiisoned. 

Cooks, — A chevion engrailed between thiee columbines, 
stalked and leaved, Oi, a chevron between tliiee columbines, 
pendant. 

Coopers. — Gyronny of eight, on a chevion, between three 
annulets, .1 grose between two adzes ; on a chief three lilies, 
slipped, stalked, and leaved. 



Cordwainers or Shoemakers.—A chevron between three 
goats' heads erased and attired. It is not unusual for the three 



goats’ heads to be used without shield or chevion and sometimes 
a single goat’s head is intioduced. The public-house sign of thp 
"Three Goats’ Heads,” a "house of call” for shoemakers, 
took its origin from these arms. 

CufLERS. — Thiee pairs of swords in salthe, two pairs in chief 
and one in base. Frequently two swords in saltue is used as 
the tiade device on tokens. 


.80 
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Distilleus. — A fcsse wavy between, in chief, the sun in hia 
splendour encircled with a cloud distilling drops of rain, and, in 
base, a distillatory [still] double armed, on a Hre, with t»vo 
worms and bolt receivers. Other simpler devices used on 
tokens are the sun in splendour; a still ; or an Indian holding a 
bow and arrow (being one of the supporters of the company’s 
arms). 

Drapers. — Three triple crowns each issuing out of a cloud 
shedding rays of the sun. Frequently only one triple crown is 
used on tokens. 



Dyers.— A chevron between three madder ba^s, corded. 
Faruiers. — Three horsesltoes pierced. A single horseshoe 
was, however, sometimes used on tokens^ 



Feltmakers. — K dexter hand conped at the wrist between 
two hatbands, nowed, in chief a hat, banded ; or, a bat ; or, 
a hand holding a hat and feather, were adopted, 
Fishmongers.— Three dolphins naiant, in pale, finned and 
ducally crowned, between two pairs of lucies in saltire (the sinister 
surmounting the dexter), over the nose of each luoy a ducal 
crown ; on a chief three pairs of keys, endorsed, In sidtire. * 
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Fletchers. — A chevron between three arrows, headed and 
rcalhcred. 

» Founders. — A laver pot {or vase) between two prickets) or 
taper-candlesticks). 

Framework Knitters. — On a chevron between, in chief, 
two combs and as many leads of needles, and, in base, an iron 
jack springer, a main-spring between two small springs. 

Fruiterers. — On a mount, a representation of the Tree of 
Life (Tree of Paradise) environed with a seipent ; on the dexter 
side thereof a male figure, on the sinister a female (representing 
Adam and Eve) ; at the bottom of the tree a rabbit. 

Girdlbrs. — Party per fesse, aitire and or , a pule counter, 
changed, the first charged with three gridirons, the bandies in 
chiefj of the second. 

■^TJlaziers. — Two grazing irons in saltire between four closing 
nails ; on a chief a lion passant-guaniant. 

Glovers. — Party per fesse, counterchanged, on each part of 
tlM first, two and one, a ram salient, armed, and unguled. The 
same arms, quartering two goats, slatant, affronlee and attired, 
in fesse, were granted to the Lealhersellers’ Company as an im- 
palement in 1505. 

Goldsmiths.— Quarterly, first and fourth a leopard's face, 
second and third a covered cun ; and in chief two buckles, their 
tongues fessewise, pointed to tlie dexter. 

Gold and Silver Wire Drawers. — On a chevron be- 
tween, in chief, two coppers, and, in base, two points in saltire, 
a drarving iron between two rings. 



Grocers, — a chevron between nine cloves, three, three and 
three. Sometimes seven (three, three, and one) are used. Not 
^infrequently on tokens three cloves are used as a grocer’s traflr 
device, as are^lso one, two, or three sugar-loaves. 


8a HANDBOOK OF TRADERS' TOKENS. 



Haberdashers (Anciently called '‘ITiurcis’’ and “Jlil- 
leners),” — Baiiy nebulae (or wavy) of six; on a bend, a lion 
passant-guard ant. 

Hatiers, or Hatter Merchants — On a chevron be- 
tween three felt hats with strings, as many escallops. On so;^ 
tokens a hat, or hat and feather, or cap, alone occurs. 

Innholders. — A chevron, quaiieily per chevron, and per 
pale, between three garbs. The crest of this company, a star 
of sixteen lays, ivas also a common device on tokens. 



Ironmongers.— O n a chevron between three steel gads (bil- 
lets) as many swivels, the middle one pnlewise, the other two 
with the line of the chevron. 

Joiners or Carpenters. — A chevron (sometimes engrailed) 
between three pairs of compasses expanded at the points. Or, 
adievron between two pairs of compasses extended, in chief,'* 
and a spheie in base j on a chief n pale between two roses, the 
pale chaiged with an escallop. 

Leathersellbrs.— T hree bucks passant regnardant attired 
andnnguled. 

Loriners . — K chevron between tliree curbits and as many 
bosses. 

Masons.— On a clievron (sometimes engrailed) between three 
castles, a pair of compasses, extended. ” 
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Meucers, — A demi-virgin, couped below the slioiilaers, 
re&ted, crowned witli an li'a'item crown, her hair dishevelled 
Olid wreathed about her temples with roses, Issuing firom clouds, 
and all within an orle of the same. This device is sometimes, 
on tohens, shorn of its clouds, and used without shield. 

4IERCHANT Adventurers. — Bniry nebulee (or wavy) of six, 
on a chief quarterly, first and fouith, a lion passant-guardnnt, 
second and third two roses in fesse, barbed. 

Merchant Tailors (or “Taylois and Linen Armourers "). 
A royal tent between two Failiamcnl robes, lined ermine ; the 
tent garnished, with tenlstaff and pennon j on a chief a lion pas- 
sant-guardant. 

Merchants of the Staple.— B airy nebulde (or wavy) of 
six ; on a chief, a lion passant-guardant. 

Musicians. — A swan with wings expanded, within a double 
tiessuie fleury-counler-Heury 5 n chief cliaiged with on a pale be 
iweeii two iians,nassant-,guardant a inse sf^cd and barbed. 

Needle Makers. — F rom three crowns in fesse as many 
needles, pendant. 

Painters and Painter-Stainers.— T hree escutcheons 
quarterly with tluee phoenix' heads, erased. 

Parish Clerks. — ^A fleur-Je-lis ; on achiefa leopard’s head 
between two song-booUs (shut), stringed. 

Pewterers.— O n a chevron between three limbeclcs, as many 
roses stalked, leaved, and seeded. Or : — 

Pewterers.— O n a chevron between three single-handled 
cups, each containing so many sprigs of lilies, the Virgin accom- 
ptnied by four cherubs, between two pairs of limbcclts. 

Pin Makers. — A demi-virgin couped at the waist, mantle 
burned down ermine, her hair dishevelled, on her head nn 
Eastern crowq. 
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Pl,AlSTERERS.— On a chevron engrailed between, iti chief, 
two plaisterei s' hammers, and, in base, a tieble flat brush, handle 
upivaid, a rose seeded and barlied between two fleurs-de-lis ; iH 
chief a trowel fessewise with handle to the sinister. 

Plumbers. — On a chevron between, in chief, two plummets 
and, in base, a level reversed, two soldering irons in saltire 
between a cutting knife on the dexter and a shave hook on the 
sinister : in chief a cross-staff fessewise. 



SAUDLEks. — A chcM'on betncen three manage saddles com- 
plete. 



Salters or Drysaviers.— Party per chevron, three covered 
cups sprinkling salt ; crest, a cuHl arm erect, holding a covered 
cup, or salt sprinkler. 

Scriveners. — An eagle with wings expanded, holding in his 
lieaka pennerand inkhoni, standing on a book, closed, fessewise, 
the clasps downwards. 

Shipwrights.— On an antique hulk, the stern terminating 
with, the head of a dragon in the hulk, the Ark with thre» 
doors in the side, from the Ark against the side a step-ladder ; 
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Dti a cliief the cioss of St. Georgo charged on the centre with n 
Tion passant-guaidant. 

SiLKMEH. — A ship of three masts In full sail on the sea, in 
base ; on a chief a bale of silk, corded, between two bundles of 
silk, pendant. 

SOAPMAKBRS. — A dolphin naiaut between three eel spears. 
Stationers. — O n a chevron between three Hibles fessevvise, 
claspsdownwaids, garnished and leaved, an eagle, rising, between 
two roses seeded and barbed ; from the chief a demi-circle of 
gloiy edged with clouds, therein a dove displayed and nimbed. 



Tallowchandlers. — P arty peefesse a pale counterchanged ,• 
on the first three doves each holding an olive branch. In place 
of these arms the devices commonly found on tokens issued by 
tallowchandlers are ; a man making candles ; a stick of candles j 



a stick of candles within a crescent moon ; one or three doves 
with olive bianch, etc. 

Tin PiATE Workers and Wireworkers.— A chevron 
Between three lamps, the two in chief (one light each) facing 
each other, the one in base with two lights, all garnished and 
illflmlnated. 
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Tobacconists. — Usually a roll of tobacco j or one, hv-dToi 
three pipes ; or a combination of pipes and tobacco. 

Upholders or Upholsierers. — On a chevron between 
three tents (without poles) ermine and lined, as manv roses. 



Vintners. — A chevion between three tuns (barrels), 
■\Vatermen. — ^Bariy wavy of six, on the middle bar a boat j 
on a chief two oars in saltire between two cushions,’ tasselled 
Wax-Chandlers.— On a chevron between three morlcoui!^ 
as many roses. 

Weavers. — On a chevron between three leopards’ heails, 
each holding a shuttle, as many roses, seeded and bathed. On 
tokens sometimes three leopards’ faces alone, without shield, are 
used. 

WooDMONOERs. — A sword erect, hilted and crowned (or 
enliled with a ducal coronet) between two flaunehes each chai'Md 
with a fo^ot (or bundle of laths). On one token, that of Go^n 
Gouldegay, of Whitefriais, thearms are a chevnhi between three 
faggots. ' 
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WOOLMEN OR W00LPACKERS.~A WOolpadc. 

Ale-house and shop-signs wete much used as devices on tokens ; 
bii?, of course, occurring as they do by the hundred, are too 



“King's Head," Daby. 



" King's Anns," Uttoxeter. 
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Keel Liuu/' A^Uduui lie. 



“ George and Dragon," Uitoxetcr. 



'• Uunch of Grapes,” Bolsovei, 


namerons to particularise. Sometimes the sign was named in 
addition to the device, hut at others the name or the device was 
alone used. Thus for instance : — 

Qbv. WILLIAM WEBB AT THErs Within the inner circle the 
figure of St, Geoigeand the Dragon, 

Re 0 . IN SJTTINGBORN, 1670 “Within the inner drcle, iu three 
lines, HIS HALF PENY. 

Oin>. EDMOND HOLT AT THE “Within the inner circle a Ship. 

SKIP IN RAXCLIPFE, 1668 “Within the^ner circle^in 
four lines, HIS HALFE pehv. e.h. 


HANDBOOK OF TRADERS TOKENS. 89 
Anns of allies and towns aie found not only on those tokens 



Arms of the Borough of Deroy* 


which were issued by corporations, mayors, or other bodies or 
officials, but by some tradesmen. Of the first an example or two 
' will be sufficient : — 

Olm. THE MAYOR of=A shield beaiino the arms of the city 
of Oxford j an “Ox" ciossinga “Fold." 

Reu. OXFORD TOKEN «=C.O., 1652. A small R for Rawlins 
the die sinker. 

Obu. A BECCLES FARTHING, 1670. Bain four lines across the 
coin. 

Rev. The arms of Beccles, a cattle pen, and Town Hall. 

Obv. A BRISTOLI. FARTHlNGaCB., i6j2, and a small Rfor 
Rawlins the die sinker. 

Rev. THE ARMES OP BRISTOL!,— The arms of Bristol on a 
shield. 

Of family arms, which are occasionally met with on tokens, 
and also of crests, the following engraved examples will be suffi- 
cient to show their geneial character. 



Arms and Crut of Sh3lcn..a. 



90 
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Arms and Crest of Menaton. 




Arras of Contes. 



Crest of Rossington. 


Merchants marks, some of which, ore curious and^f considerable 
interest, were to some extent used. They were, indeed, of much 
the same use as the " Trade Marks ” of our own day. Other 
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r^evioes are implements of one kind or other connected with the 
trade or calling of the issuer ; articles of clothing made or sold 
by him ; animals and heraldic figures usually derived from guild 
arms or horn signs ; articles of domestic use of endless var ety ; 
and shills, boats, coaches, carriages, pack-hoises, and numeioui 
other matters connected with the dally life of the people. 

. Uebnsses and allusive designs — that is, devices containing a 
play upon the name of the issuer — atefar fiom uncommon. Tims 
James Bolton, of Blackburn, adopted on each side his tokens the 
device of a Mi and ft/»; Thomas Towcis, of March, a tmner ; 
Anthony Kachell, of WLsbech, a “rac/iallai" or cogged whal; 
Walter Coates, of Stockport, a colt ; Francis Woodward, of 
Cisitched Friais, a •woad-vianl mounted and blowing his hoin ; 
William Archer, of Deptford, on archer With bow and arrow ; 
Hannah Bell, of Tooley Street, a, Ml; HiighConny, ofPotton, 
tuj'ee conies; John Cmtis, ofVarmouth, two men curtseying; 
Robert Hancock, of Whitefriars, a hand and a cock; Ralph 
Hnrbottle, of Great Toriington, a hare and a bottle; Robeit 



TIuxtiJuII, irka kept t-Jse ” Sail ” nra, fi Rati' sfeodMg’ aader * 
Thom tree on a mound or hill ; and so on. 



Very freqn^tly, and sometimes on the obveise and at others 
OK the reverse, ate the initials of the issuer or, more frequently 


9 * 
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!>tiU, tliose of the issuer end his wife tied together with, or hnv* 
ing between them, a “ true lover's knot,” ivith lloml or tasselled 
'crminalions. 'i ,.e initials in the latter case are thus arranged 

that of the family name (Malyn) at the top, and those ol 

the Christian name, of the husband (John) and wKe (Katherine), 
at the sides as here engraved from a Duffield token. 

On some the issuer has, as will occasionally be met with by 
the collector, introduced some remarkably quaint inscriptions. 
Thus on a token of Richard Bakewell, of Derby, 1666, is the 



curious insciiption, good morrow valentine, the device 
being two doves billing. On another Derby token, that oi 



William Newcome, we have on the obverse, roven NOT mine 
ANOINTED, and on the reverse doe my proiuiets noe iiaume. 
On one of Samuel Hendon, of Macclesfield, 

WELCOME YOU BE 
TO TRADE WITH ME. 

On one of Thomas Cotton, of Middlewlch, 


ALTHOVGH BVT BRASS 
VET LET ME PASS. 
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On one of Ann Greene, of Sldplon, l will exciiaing mv 
f£ny. Others refer to the use and benefit of tokens alike to 
the poor and to the tradeis. Thus on one of Andover, on one 
side we have, FOK YE foorb’s renefit, and on the other, 
HELP o’ ANUEVER, i666 ; on one of Winchcombe, rfmembek 
THE POORE ; on one of Croyland, THE Poore’s iialfe peny 
OF CROYLAND, 1670 ; Great Yarmouth, for the vse of the 
J?OORE; Chaid, THE DVRROVOH OP CHARD MADE BY YE 
PORTREEVE FOR YE POORE ; SoUthwold, FOR THE POORES 
ADVANTAG ; Tamworth, FOR CHANGE AND CIIARITIE ; Wor- 
cester, FOR NECESSARIE CHAINO ; and SO On in very grea 
variety. They were often issued i>y the Mayor, the Portreeve, 
the pversi'er.s, the Chamberlain, or other official for public 
convenience. 


Tte best, indeed only worthy, book on the general subject of 
seventeenth century tokens is Boyne’s, published in iSs^i in 
which close upon ten thousand examples are carefully and 
minutely described. 

Of the more modem tokens — those so abundantly issued 
during the thirty years preceding i8f8— and of the silver tokens 
of the latter part of that period which, including the Bank 
Tokens, number some four hundred varieties, I purposely ab- 
stain in this little work from giving any particulars. 

Of those of silver and gold, Boyne's ’’ Silver Tokens of Great 
Britain and Ireland,” etc., published in 1866, is the best and 
most comprehensive list that has been prepared. Of those of 
copper. Batty’s ‘‘Descriptive Catalogue," in which some twenty 
^lousand varieties are minutely described, is as exhaustive a list 
as could u>.ll la. 
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§ THE SCIENCE OF NUMISMATICS. 


The science of Numiamatics (from the Greek woirl ra/inr/ia, .1 
legally cutrenC coin) embiaces the study of the coins of all the 
italions of the earth who have at any period impressed upon 
pieces of metal — gold, silver, bronze, bia»s, copper, iron, tin, 
lead, etc. etc. — any devices {ijr^ts), or inscriptions, indicating 
Jhat such pieces of metal were issued by autboiity for public use 
as money. 

Stiictly speaking, the term Numismatics should not therefore 
he applied to the study of medallions, medals, 01 counters, 
whether commemoiative, pniely artistic, military, scholastic, 
etc., unless, as is sometimes the cose, such medals have been at 
the same time cuirent as money. 

The study of medals is, however, in many respects so nearly 
allied to Numismatics that it may be and fiequently is included 
in it for convenience sake. 

Foi piactical purposes coins may be roughly classified under 
four principal headings : — 

f Greek, etc, 

I. Ancient, including 4 Roman, etc. 

(.Phcenician, etc. 

II. Byzantine. 


III. Meditevai ,, 

IV. Modem „ 


< European various. 
(.Oriental various. 
All countries. 


Each series may be again subdivided into an enormous number 
of classes, as will be seen when we come to examine the Greek 
and Roman series to which the following pages will be devoted. 

In the outset a few brief remarks on the uses of a cabinet of 
antique coins may not be out of place. Of these the first and 
jToremostis the undoubted fact that these “stiange face to face 
vestiges of v(piished isoas ” (to use on expicssion of Cailyle's) 
bring our minds into immediate contact with the life and history 
of antiquity as no mete book-study can ever do. Not that we 
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<vould depi'cciate the value of a knowledge of history ; on the 
contraiy, this is the one study which is all important for a '' 
collector of coins. Without it a man may indeed become 
Umiliar with the look of ancient coins, and he may gain much 
practical knowledge of the prices which they ttsually fetch at 
sales, but he will never be a true Numismatist. If he possess 
the aitistic sense he may admu'e them as works of art, but be- 
yond this they will be to him as a sealed book. 

I. GREEK COINS, 
g INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 

The following extract from the preface to the Uiltish Museum 
“ Guide to the Coins of the Ancients ” * will give some idea of 
the uses of Greek Numismatics. 

“ The chief value of Greek coins lies in their being original 
works of art, not copies as are most of the extant scuTplures iif 
the round, and in their recording the successive phases and local 
varieties of Greek art, in which respect no other class of monu- 
ments, sculptures, bronzes, teiracottas, fictile vases, or gems, can 
compete with them. From the seventh century before the 
Christian era downwards, and from the farthest cast to the ex- 
treme west of the ancient civilized world, coins are still extant, 
in many cases as uninjured as when they first left the dies. The 
devices or which they bear, if not by leading artists, 
certainly faithfully represent the style of the sculpture and even 
of the painting of the periods to which they belong. Thus in 
no other branch of Greek monuments can the student so readily 
and so thoroughly trace the growth, the maturity, and the decay 
of the plastic art as on coins chronologically arranged. 

“ For the study of mythology they present the local concep-’ 
lions of the gods and hiroes worshipped in the Greek world, 
with their attributes and symbols. 

“The historian will find a gallery of portraits of sovereigns 
almost complete, as well ds evidences of the history and of the 
political revolutions of innumerable autonomous slates and cities 
in these all but imperishable records. 

"The student of pakeography will find on coins examples of 
various ancient alphabets, such as Lycian and Cypjrlan, Fhoeni- 
olan, Greek, Latin, Iberian, etc., in various stages of develop- 
ment. " 


• “A Guide to the Coins ot the Ancients, front dr. B.C. 700 to A-n-i," with 
seventy plates, by B. V, Head, second edition, London, Svo, i88t, Tcabners. 
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"The metrologist, by comparing the weights of coins of dilfe- 
rent localities and periods, may gain an insight into the various 
system; of ancient metrology in its various standairls, and obtain 
a just view of the relative values of the precious metals, and of 
the great lines of trade in the Greek and Roman world. For 
practical purposes the medallist and art workman will find in 
Greek coins the most profitable as well as the safest guide. The 
artist will not fail to perceive the suggestive value of designs 
which, on however small a scale, are essentially large in treat- 
ment.” 

No one whose means are at all limited should attempt to form 
a complete collection of Greek coins. Even the vast collection 
in the British Museum is far from perfect, and in many series is 
still lamentably deficient. 




branch, may hope in course of time to form a cabinet the value 
4f which will increase rapidly in proportion ns it approaches 
completion. 

This applies not only to Greek coins but to every class. Thus, 
for instance, there are collectors of Fnglish coins who confine 
their attention to the Anglo-Saxon period ; others who will buy 
no coins later than the velgn of Charles I. j and others, agam, 
who only collect the copper money of the last two centuries. 

The young collector who would not drift into unprofitable 
dilAtantdsm should therefore select some one series and keep to 
it, and it is chiefly with the view of assisting him to make his 
choice of a field to work upon that these pages have been written. 

It will be well to form some idea, in the first instance, of the 
numerous series which are included in the general term of " Greek 
coins" 

Greek coins may be divided into three principal sections i — 

A. Autommosis, i.e. coins issued by cities governed by their 
own laws. 

B. Regal, i.e. coins struck in the names of kings. 

C Iviperial, i.e. coins of Greek cities struck in Roman 
Imperial times, and with the head of the Emperor on the obverse. 

And into eight chronological periods as follows ; — 

I. B.c. 700-480. Period of Archaic Art, ending with the 
Persian wars. 

_ II. B.c. 480-430. Period of TransHionat Art, between the 
Persian and Peloponnesian wars. 

- III. B.c. 430-400. Period of Early Fine Art, to the end ol 
the Athenian supremacy. 
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IV. B.c. 400-336. Ptriodof Finest Art, Age of the Spartan 

and Theban supremacies. Philip of Mncedon. " 

V. B c. 336-280. Period of Later Fine Art, Age of Alffic. 
ander and ids immediate successors. 

VI. B.c. 380-197. Period of the Declitte of Art. Age of the 
Epigoni or descendants of Alexander’s successors. 

VII. B,c. 197-27. Period oj Late Decline of Art. Ago ol 
the Attalids, Mithradntes, and of the Roman supremacy. 

VIII. B.c. 27 — A.D. 268. Period of Latest Decline of Art. 
The Empire. Augustus — Gallienns. 

§ OF THE METALS OF WHICH COINS ARE 
COMPOSED. 

The coins of the ancients were of various meUls, of which llie 
following need only be specified. 

1. Gold, distinguished in numismatic works by the abbrevia- 
tion Af (for aunim). * 

2. Eleetrum, a compound of gold and silver. EL. 

3. Silver. AR (argentum). 

4. Billon and Politi, alloys of silver and bronze. Bil. and Pot. 

3. Bronee, Copper with a percentage of tin. & (ms). 

S OF THE TERMS USED TO DEFINE THE VARIOUS 
PARTS OF A COIN. 

The front or face of a coin is called llie obverse. Obv. 

The back is called the reverse. Rev. 

The principal device or object represented on a coin is called 
the type. 

The area or spare between the type and tlje circumference is 
called the field. 

The lower portion of the area of a coin beneath the type and 
separated from the rest of die 6eld by a horizontal line is called 
the eseergue. Ex. 

Small objects represented either in the field or the exergue as 
adjuncts to the main type are called symbols. 

Portions of a coin which are sunk below the level of the 
suiface are said to be incuse, 

$ OF THE TYPES OF GREEK COINS. 

The types 0/ Greek coins were from the earliest tiroes down, 
to the age of the successors of Alexander almort exclusively 
religious. The reason for this is not far to seek. In an age o^ 
simple faith the head of a god upon the coin was the best of ell 
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guarantees for purity of metal and good weight. Tlie godf 
*'werc, so to speak, invoked by the State to vouch for the good 
quality of its currency, in the same way as State decrees often 
began with the formula "In tlu name of the gods." There is, 
moreover, some reason to think that the earliest coins were struck 
within the sacred precincts of the Temple treasuries, as being 
holy places, secure from plunder and inviolable. 

In the most ancient period the principal or obverse t^pe is 
generally some animal or object sacred to or emblematical of 
that god whose worship was prevalent in the city in which the 
coin was issued. Subsequently tiie head of the deity himself 
was usually placed upon the obverse of the coin, while the re- 
t^rse side was occupied by the object emblematical of his 
W'orship. Frequently, too, the head of one piincipal deity appear.', 
upon the obverse, and, either the entire figure or the emblem of 
some other, generally local divinity, on the reverse. 

^ The chief exceptions to the above rule are the so-called 
agonistic types, or types referring to the games such as the victor- 
ious quadriga on the money of various Sicilian cities. These 
types are commemorative in a general way of victories in the 
O^pian or other local games, but it is hardly ever possible to 
refer them to any patlioular victory. 

Victories in war and political revolutions are never directly 
leferr^ to on Greek coins, although the un'mlentiunal records 
of such events may often be traced in a sudden change of coin- 
types. Thus, for instance, at Syracuse when the Corinthians 
succeeded in liberating that city from the tyranny of the Diony- 
sian dynasty, the coinage of Syracuse is Tor a time assimilate 
to that of Corinth j a still clearer indication of restored freedom 
at the same time (n.c. 345) being seen in the first introduction 
of liieliead of Zeus “ the Liberator" upon the coins of Syracuse. 

All through the history of fi-ee and independent Greece, the 
original idea of the religious character of the coinap may he 
tracei The coinage -was everywhere placed under the auspices 
of the gods, and gods, heroes, and tbdr emblems, were mone 
considered worthy to be represented upon it. No tyrant, how- 
ever despotic, not even the great Dionysius of Syracuse, would 
have dreamed of placing his own head upon the coinage of the 
State. Even Philip of Macedon, when he had united inliis single 
hand the whole of Northern Greece, and when he reorganized 
•the coinage of his emphe on a new model, placed on his gold 
money the head of Apollo nnd on his silver that of Zeus. 

" It was reserved for the successors of Alexander the Great, 
when the political centre of the Greek world was no longer to he 
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found in Greece itself, but in the various capitals of the powerful 
semi-oiiental monarchies which arose out of the ruins of the 
Persian empire— Alexandria, Antioch, etc. — it was reserved for 
these self-constituted kings and their descendants to substitute 
their own heads for those of the gods. 

Such an innovation as this, such a complete upsetting of the 
ancient deeply rooted idea of the coirnection between the gods 
and the coinage could not be introduced all at once. It had to 
be effected by degrees. Alexander the Great even in his life- 
time gave himself out os the son of Zeus Ammon, and after his 
death the idea of his divinity grdned grorrnd year by year. The 
first step towards the new fashion of placing the king’s head 
upon the coinage was made by Lysimachus of Thrace, who ii;.- 
troduced on his money the portrait of the deified Alexander in 
the character of the son of Ammon with the ram’s horn over the 
ear. 

Ptolemy Soter, king of Egypt, the first of the dynasty whiclf' 
nrled i^ypt for trvo centuries and a half after the death of Alex- 
airder, was the first monarch who placed his own head upon his 
coins. By slow degrees his example was followed, first in Asia 
and finally in Europe, where Fmlip V. of Macedon, b.c. sao, 
rvas the first king whose portrait in the character of a mortal, and 
not disguised as a deml god, a{>pears upon the coinage. 

The influence of the old religious beliefs nevertheless main- 
tained so firm a hold on men’s minds that the reverses of Greek 
coins continued to bear sacred types throughout the Roman Im- 
perial period; and even on the money of the Byzantine emperois 
when Christianity had become the Stale religion, the figures of 
Christ and fire Virgin, or the sign of the Cross, still bear witness 
tlrat the same religious Sanction in a new form continued to be 
invoked for the cwi of the realm, 

$ THE GODS AS REPRESENTED ON THE 
COINAGE. 

JSeus (Jupiter). The head of this god is almost always bearded 
and crowned with laurel or olive (Fig, i). The youthful 
head called Zeus Hellenios, on certain coins of Syracuse, is 
however beardless, and but for the inscription which in this 
case accompanies it, would be indistinguishable from ahead 
of Apollo, 

Ztm Ammon (Fig. a), frequent on coins (}f Cyrene, is 
distinguished by the ram's horn behind the ear. This goif 
is sometimes beardless. 
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Tlie head of the Ze«? of Dodona is represented with a 
wrealli of oaU-lcaves (Fig. 3 ). 



The entire figure of Zeus appears in various altitudes, of 
-which the following are of most frequent occurrence s — 

Zeus enthroned (Fig. 4 ), holding in one hand a sceptre, 
and in the other an eagle or a -victory. 

Zeus standing, -with eagle or victory. 

Zeus advancing, with segis on his arm and hurling his 
thunderbolt. 

Zeus Zairaftt&iu on coins of Carla stands full draped, with 
the double axe (Cabrys) over his shoulder and a sceptre in 
his hand. 
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coins than that of any other divinity. lie is represented 
in full youthful beauty, geneially with flowing hair and al- 
most always crowned withlaiir^ (I'hgs. 6, and 7). 

His full-length figure is variously delineated, usually naked, 
with bow or laurel branch in his hand, either standing or 
seated, often on the Delphian omphalos (h'lg. 8), or ^se 


Fig d. Fig. 7. 

Apollo. Apollo. ;i Apollo, 

beside his sacred tripod. When he weare a long robe reach- 
ing to the feet, and cairies a lyre, he is called Apollo Musc- 
getes, the leader of the Muses. 

Helios (Sol). The Sun god is known by the rays which en- 
circle his head (Fig. 9). On coins of the Imperial period 
he is often seen drivine the chariot of the Sun. 

Poseidon (Neptune). The head of this god much resembles 
that of Zeus, but may usually be distinguished from it by the 
absence of the laurel wieath, and by the headway in which 
thedanklocksof his hair fall about his neck (Pigs. loandii). 



Poseidon is sometimes seated on rocks holding^a trident and 
a dolphin or an aplustre (Fig. 12). * 

Sometimes he stands resting on his tiident, and sometimes 
he wields it on high as if about to strike. Occasionally he 
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is seen on horseback armed with liis tridenU lie is called 
Dasciiiofi ////tjtios (Fig. 13). 



Fig. 19 . ^ Fig, 13. Fiff * 4 * 

PoMiidon (Neptune]^ Dionysos. 

Dionysos (Bacchus). The head of Dionysos is either youthful 
Or beaided, and is encirded by a wreath of ivy (Figs. 14, 
IS, and 16). His full-length figure is usually nahed, or with 
merely a fawn shin hanging from his shoulder. Ife holds 
n wine cup (knntharos), or a bunch ofgiapes or the Bacchic 

staff (thyrsus), surmounted by a pine cone. 

Sometimes he has bull’s horns growing from his forehead, 
and on coins of Neapolis lie appears as a bull with a human 
head {Dionysos IJebon). 



Fig. IS- Fig. 16. Fie. 17. 

Dionyvos (Hacchus). Hermes (Mercury). 

Her mes ( Mt.itcuRy). The head of Hennes is youthful, and 
wears a hat called a petasvs (Figs. 17 and 
18), dose fitting, sometimes with a brood 
flapping brim and adomec^ with two win^ 
When his entire figure is represented, he 
is usually clad in a snort cloak (dilamyi\, 
and has winged sandals [fedilla) on his 

As the messenger of the gods and the con- 
ductor of the souls of the dead, he c^les 
Fig. iS. the winged staff {eadtsseus), and sometimes., 

Hermsa (Mercury). as gOd of trade, a purse. 
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HepHjESTUS (Vulcan). This 
god is sometimes young and 
sometimes beaided. Uc 
vreais a conical hat (pilos), 
(Fig. 19). On coins of 
Liparahe is geneially seated 
naked on a loui -legged stool, 
holding a hammer in one 
hand and a cup {fianiAai Oi) 
in the other (Fig. 20). Ihe 
tongs and the anvil are also 
emblems of the worship ot 
HephiEslus, 

Herakles (Hehcules). The 
head of Herakles, youthful 
(Fig. ai), or heaided (Fig. j 



), is usually covered with the 



skin of the Nemean Lion. Occasionally, however, he is 
simpty laureate, and sometimes the club at his shoulder is 
added as a distinctive symbol. On reverses of coins, 
Herakles is represented performing his various labours, 
most frequently contending widt (he Nemean Lion (Fig, 23), 
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Sometimes also hois seen at rest, eilhei slancling and leaning 
upon his club, or seated {Fig. 24). The infant HeraWes 
strangling two serpents is a less freiiuent type. 

Fan. Tile he<idof Fan (Figs. 25, 26, and 27) has pointed cars, 
and U either youthful or bearded. Sometimes also he has 
goat’s horns. At his shoulder on many coins appears the 
shepherd’s crook (pedum). 

Ares (mars). The head of Arcs is of rare occurrence on coins. 
He is usually bearded and helmeted, but sometimes young 
and crowned with laurel like Apollo (Fig. 28), and when 
thus represented, as on tire Mamerttne coin here engraved, 
his rramc was added in order that there might bo no mistake 
as to whose head was intended. 



Fig. 96 




Fig 38. 
Ales (Mai s). 


Asklepios (rEsciiLAPtus). Representations of the god of 
healing belong to a comparatively late period of ait. Fie 
is bearded, amply draped, and leans upon a staff, round 
which a serpent twines (Fig. 29). 



He is sometimes accompanied by his daughter Hygitla, 
the goddess of health, or by a small figure enveloped in a 
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cloak and hood, who is called Jelesptiorus^ and is supposed 
to be the genius of convalescence. 

River Gods. Rivets are represented during the earlier and 
finer periods of ait as rushing bulls or as bulls with human 
heads (Fig. 30}, or again as young male figures with bull's 
horns over the forehead (Fig. 31). 

In the later period the conventional River god is a bearded 
reclining figure, generally half-draped, testing mton an ovei- 
turned vase from which a stream of water is flowing (Fig. 
32). Less frequently the god is shown as actually swimming 
in tlte water. 

The Dioscuri (Castor and Poli.ox) wear conical hats, each 
sutmounted by a star (Fig. 33 a). Sometimes they are 
seen standing side by side with palm blanches in thfiir 
hands, but they are more often represented on horseback 



Perseus. The head of the hero Perseus fFig. 34), the slayer 
ol the Gorgon Medusa (Pig. 35), wears a winged helmet, 
while at his shoulders is sometimes seen the short sword or 
knife with a hook at the back of the blade (!iaria). 
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§ THE GODDESSES AS REPRESENTED ON THE 
COINAGE. 

Hera (Juno).' The head of Ilera on coins usually wears a 
lofty circular crown Uttphanes) adorned with floial or other 
patterns (Figs. 36, 37). She also wears sometimes a eres- 
cent-shaped crown and a veil, and has often a sceptre at her 
shoulder. 

Pallas Athene (Minerva). The head of this goddess is 
helmeted. Sometimes the helmet is of the Corinthian 
pattern (Fig. 38) and sometimes of the Athenian (Fig. 39), 
often lichly ornamented. 



She is often seen in a fighting attitude, as Pallas Proma- 
chos (Fig. 40), wielding a spear and holding before her 
shield or segis. She is also very frequently seated with 
victory in her hand and her shield beside her. The shield 
of Pallas is usually distinguished by the Gorgon’s head in 
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the centre. The attiibutes of this goddcsi are the owl and 
the olive. 

Demetier (Ceres) and PERSEPnoNE (Proserpine). These 
two goddesses are known by the coin wreath which they 
both wear. Demeter, the mother (Fig. 41), is generally 
veiled j the daughter, Persephone, seldom (Figs. 42, 43). 
The beautiful head on the well-known Syracusan medal- 
lions (see JProntispU!ce\, crowned with com leaves, is that 
of Feisephone. This goddess ollen has a poppy either in 
her hair or at her breast. The torch is a fr^uent emblem, 
especially of Demeter. 

Artemis (Uiana). As the goddess of Nature in her wilder 
aspects, Artemis canles a bow, and at her shoulder a 
quiver of arrows (Figs. 44, 45). She is often accompani^ 



„ . , Fig. 44. _ Fig. 4S. 

Fersephona (Praseipme). Artemw (Diann.) 


by a dog or a stag. As the Moon goddess, Selau, the 
crescent is her symbol. On late coins of Ephesus she ap- 
peals luirter a tofaiVy diHerenf aspect, vi>.., as tile eradou'i- 
ment of the nourishing, life-giving forces of nature, symbolised 
by her many breasts. 

Aphrodite (Vends). On the coins of Eryx, in SicU;f, the 
goddess of love is seated fully draped, with Eros (Cupid) as 



Aphrall£(^anus> 
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a yotUh (not a cliild, as in Roman art) standing before her, 
and with a dove in her hand. On Imperial coins of Cnidu. 
the famous naked Aphrodite by Praxiteles was represented. 
As the goddess of heaven {Afhrodiu Urania), she sits upon 
the globe (Fig. 46 a), her head surmounted by the morning 
star, and holding in her hand a sceptre. On the reverse 
of the same coin (Fig. 46 b) are seen tire sun, the moon, 
and the five planets. 

Cybele. "The mother of the gods” wears a turreted crown. 
Sometimes she rides upon a lion, at other times she is 
seated on a throne between two lions. The rabbit is also 
symbolical of her worship, as an earth goddess. 

l;sis. This Egyptian goddess is recognised by her peculiar 
head-dress, consisting of a globe or disc flanked try two 
cow's horns and surmounted by two ostrich feathers. In 
her hand she often holds the sistrum (a musical instrument). 

' As Isis Pharia (a sea goddess) she holds a sail. 

Nike (ViCiorv). (Figs. 47, 48}. This divinity is almost al- 



ways winged, and often flying (see Eivntispieee ) . She usually 
carries a wreath ; and on coins of Alexander the Great a 
sort of mast with a cross-yard (the stand for a trophy of 
arms). Sometimes she is nailing armour to a trophy (Fig. 
48), 

§ SYMBOLS. 


In addition to the principal type, whetlier of the obverse or 
of the reverse, there is generally to be seen on the coins of Greek 
states a subordinate adjunct de^ce, which occupies some vacant 
space in the field of the coin. These additions to the main type 
-are of two kinds : — 

. (1) SymboJo connected more or less directly with thetftaain 
type; sucit as the sacred olive branch on the coins of Athens, and 
the club and bow on Fig. 24. H 
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(2) Symbols having no connection whatever with the principal 
type; such as the small animal on Fig. 7. 

The symbols of the ist class are naturally limited in number 
and more or less constant accompaniments of the main type, 
to which they were intended to give greater precision and 
definiteness of meaning. Those of the and class, on the other 
hand, might be varied very frequently on coins of one and the 
same serms. There can be no doubt that such symbols were 
the distinctive badges or signets of one of the magistrates or 
moneyers under whose authority the coinage was issued. The 
frequency with which these personal symbols were varied corre* 
spends with the duration of the term of office of the magistrate 
in question, whether annual or otlier. 

On the regal coinages from the time of Philip of Macedo'h 
onwards, in cases where a uniform coinage was issued at many 
mints, an adjunct s^bol was very generally placed in the field 
of the coin as a mint-mark designating the place of issue 
the Trident on Fig. 4). It is frequently impossible to dis- 
tinguish such local mint-marks from the personal signets of the 
officer entrusted by the king with the supervision of the cuivency. 

§ INSCRIPTIONS. 

The inscriptions on Greek coins may be divided into the 
following principal classes : — 

(i.) The name of the people or state. 

(ffi) The name of the chief of the state, whether tyrant or 
king. 

(iii.) The name of a magistrate. 

(iv.) The name of the engraver of the die. 

(v.) A legend referring to the type, 

Ihe above are written sometimes at full length and some- 
times in an abbreviated form, or in the form of a moie or less 
complicated monogram. 

Those of class i., when written in full, are usually in the 
genitive plnral, e.g. 2 TPAKOSION (Frontispiece). 

Those of class ii. are also in the genitive, t.g„ BAZIAB03 
ANTIOXOr (Fig, 8). 

Those of class iii. are either in the nominative (as HOAT- 
RPATHZ, Fig. 45) or the genitive ; in the latter case frequently 
preceded by Bill (Fig. 12), and often also accompanied by the 
title of the office as M Ai«rurrpiTini iirgovros, hrl arparfiyw 
Atov-urfou. „ 

Among the magistrates most frequently mentioned on Grefk 
Imperial coins are the following : — 
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The Archon, the Stmtegos (Prselor), the Grammateus (Secre- 
tary), the Prytanls, the Tamias (Treasuier), the Archierciis and 
Iliereus (High Priest and Priest), the Asiarch, the Hypatos 
(Consul), and the Anthypatos (Proconsul), etc., etc. 

Those of class iv. are in the genitive, except when ac- 
companied hy the verb {e.g. 6 E 0 AOT 02 BIIOBI, for ijrolet). 
This class of inscriptions is usually in very minute chaiacteis 

Those of class v. are in the nominative, asZBTS EAEXGEPIOB 
(Fig. I), or genitive, as APEOS (Fig. 28). 

The names of kings, even when unaccompanied by the title 
BASIAEflB, hold so conspicuous a position on the reverse of the 
coins, that it is easy to distinguish them from the names of 
Jess important monetary magistrates. 

The names of eponymous magistrates, such as archons, etc,, 
also occupy a very prominent place on the money of ceitain 
cities ; such as Ephesus, for example. 

* The names of less important fnnctionaiics are written in an 
abbreviated form or even in monogram (Fig. 40), in which latter 
case it is almost always impossible to say what name was 
intended. 

On coins of the later and especially of the Imperial period, the 
insaiptions are much more lengthy than on those of an earlier 
date. 


§ OF THE METHOD OF DATING COINS. 

Dates arc not found on Greek coins before the age of Alex- 
ander the Great, and even after his time they are of rare oc- 
currence, except on certain Asiatic series and on the monej 
of Egypt They are usually placed eitlier in the field or the 
exergue of the coin. 


Units. 

A. 

B. 

r. 

A. 

B. 

r. 

z. 

H. 

6, 


1. 

2. 

3 - 

+ 

5 - 

6. 

7 - 

8. 

9 - 

Tens, 

I. 

K. 

A. 

U. 

N. 

a 

0. 

n. 

9 . 


10. 

20a 

30. 

40. 

SO- 

60. 

70, 

80. 

90. 

Hundreds. 

P, 


T, 

T. 


X, 

'P, 

a 



100. 

200. 

300. 

4A0. 

500. 

600. 

70a 

800. 

900, 


They are sometimes preceded by the word ETOTS, thus, 
BIOTS PK^=Atiw 124. On the couiage of Egypt, both 
under the Ptolemies and under the Koman Emperors, the 
Character L is used instead of the word ET 0 T 2 ,_ thus, L^r=> 
Awu> 33. This cliaiacter was probably an ancient Eg^tian 
symbol meaiung y/ar, adopted into the Greek system of 
numeration for the sake of brevity. 
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The following are a few of the many epochs or <eras accord- 
ing to which coins are dated : — 

The Seleucid sera begins B.C. 312. 

The Pompeian „ B.C. 63, 

The Cidsarian „ B.C. 48 or 47. 

The Augustan or Actian xra begins B.C. 31. 


§ OF THE DENOMINATIONS OF GREEK COINS. 

The unit of account in Greece was the drachm.. The weight 
of the drachm was not everywhere identical. It ranged, as a 
rule, between about 55 and 95 grs. troy. For purposes of cal- 
culation it may be taken in a general way as the ancient equi- 
valent of our modem shilling or franc. 

Of the various standards of weight which prevailed in different 
parts of the Greek world, the Attic standard was the most widely 
diffused. The weights of the various denominations, according- 
to this standaid, are as follows ; — 


The Talent = 405,000 grs. troy 
,, Mina of the Talent) 
= 6,750 grs. troy 


Tetradrachm • 
Dldraclun 
Drachm 
Tetrobol - 
Triobol 

Diobol ' 

Trihemiobol = 
Obol 

Hemiobol ■ 
Tetartemoiion ■ 


7 not ' 
\ coined ' 


■ 6,000 drachms. 


270 gn 
I3S 

67 'S » 
45 i> 
3375 .1 
a2‘5 „ 

i6-8 „ 
» 

5-62 „ 
2 -Si 


grs. tioy 


f “ 100 drachms. 

•= 4 drachms. / - C 
= 3 „ / i 

- 1 .. ' • i 

«» 4 obols, t • dr 
= i drqchm or 3 obols. . 
= 2 obols. /■ 

■= ij obols. / ’i^ 

= I obol, - ' 

--t ::- ; 


The other standards are the Adginelic (drachm 97 grs ) j the 
Phanician (drachm 56 grs.); the Rhodian (drachm 60 grs.); 
the Persian (drachm 88 grs.). The other denominations of the 
above standards may be easily got at by multiplying or dividing 
the drachms as in the Attic standard. 

Larger denominations than the tetradrachm are rare, bul. 
octadraclims, decadiacbms, etc,, etc., occur at some towns. 
The unit in copper was called the chalkous; but its weight does 
not appear to Imve been definitely fixed like that of the silver 
ic^km, 

Tne Attic gold money was legnlated accordinf to the sanie 
standard of weight as the silver. The gold unit of account was, 
however, not the drachm, but the stater, as it was called, equi- 
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Valentin weight to the didrachm, and in value to 20 diachms ot 
Sliver, 

As a rule, the denomination of a Gieek coin can only be de- 
termined by weighing it. Marks of value occur, however, on 
the copper of Italy, iSicily, etc. j but these coins follow a system 
foreign to Gicece proper (see below). 

§ OF THE ARRANGEMENT OF A CABINET OF 
GREEK COINS. 

Greek coins are classified in all great collections in geogra- 
phical order, as follows : — The towns undei eacli province should 
be arranged alphabetically, for convenience of reference. We 
(have only space here to mention a few of the principal cities : — 

EUROPE. 

Rfovittcts, Cities, Islands, Tribes, Kings, etc. 

• Spain. 

Lusitania Emerlta, 

Bsetica Carteia, Gades. 

Tarraconensls Emporiae, Osca, Rhoda, etc, 

Gaul. 

Aqnitania Arverni, 

Narbonensis Massilia, Nemausus. 

Lugdunensis Lugdunnm. 

Belgica 

Britain, Atrebates, etc., Camulodunvitu 

Italia. 

Elruiia Populonia. 

Umbria Tuder. 

Ficenum Hatria. 

Vestini 

Latium Roma, 

Samnium Beneventuni. 

Frentanl Larinum. 

Campania Capua, Cumee, Neapolis, Nola. 

Apulia Arpi, Cselia, Teate, Venusia. 

Calabria Brundusium, Tarentum. 

Lucania Metapolum, Posidonia, Thurium, Velia. 

Biuttii Croton, Locri, Rhegium, Terina. 

Sicily. Agrlgentum, Camnrina, Gela, Plimera, 

Lcontini, Messana, Naxos, Segest^Seli- 
nus, and Syracuse. * 

Kings, etc., of Agathocles, ilieetas, Iliero IT., Philistis, 

GelOj Hieronymus. 
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SicuIO'Punic Solus, Motya, Pauonuus, 

Islands of Sicily Lipara, Sardinia. 

Taurio Cugr- 
SONESE Fanlicapismn. 

Saematia Olbia, Tyio. 

Dacia, 

Mcesia Superior, yiminacium. 

Mcesia Inferior Istrus, Marcianopolis, Nicopolis, Tomi. 
Thrace Abdera, iSnus, By/antium, Maronea, 

Perinthus, Philippopolis. 

Thracian Cher- 
sonese Cardia, Ccela, LysimacBia, 

Kings of Thrace Seuthes, etc., Rhoemetalces, etc. 

Islands cf Thrace Imbios, Lemnos, Samothrace, Thasos. 
P.EONIA, Kings Lycceius, Fatraus, Audoleon. 

Macedon, Cities Acanthus, Amphipolis, Chalcidice, Lete, 
Neapolis, Pella, Philippi, Pydna, Thes- • 
solonica. 

Tribes Bisaltse, Orrescii. 

Kings Of Alexander L, Perdiccas II., Archelnus I., 

Amyotas III., Philip II., Alexander the 
Great, Philip III., Cassander, Lysi- 
machus, Demetrius I., Antigonus I. and 
II., Philip V., Perseus. 

Thessaly A^nianes, Ciannon, Laiissa, Phaisalus, 

Phene. 

Illyricum Apollonia, Dyrrachium. 

Dpirus Cassope, Damastium, Nicopolis. 

Island of Ossofsa. 

Kings of Alexander I., Pyrrhus. 

Acarnania CEnladie, Thyrreum. 

Island of Leucas. 

iSTOLlA Pederol coins. 

Ldckis Opus, AmphUsa. 

Phocis Delphi. 

Bcbotia Coronea, Haliartus, Orchomenus, Tanagra, 

Thebes, Thespice. ^ 

Attica Athens, ^ensis. 

Islands of Euboea (with its towns, Chalcis, Carystus, 

hiretria, llisticea), Salamis. 

Megara. ’’ 

Mamk., ^ 0 

AcHiRA .^gium, etc., Corinth, Patrn;, Phllu^, Sicyon, 

Elis Elis. 
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Islanth of Elis 
Mbssenia. 
Laconia 
A.IIOOUS 
Arcadia 
Crete 

^GEAN Islands 


CeplmUenia, Zacynthus. 

Messene. 

Lacedaemon. 

Argos, Epidanrus, Troezen. 

HcriEa, Megalopolis, IMieneus, Stymplialus. 
Cnossus, Gortyna, Hierapytna, Phoestvis. 
Ceos, Naxos, biphnos, Syios, Tenos, etc. 


Provinces. 

Bosporus 
0 Colchis 

POMTUS 

Kings of PonUts | 
and Botforus ) 
• Paphlaoonia 
Bithynu 

Kings of 
Mvsia 

Kings of Perga- 
mus 
Troas 

Island of Troas 
AIOLIS 

Islands ofMolis 
Ionia 

Islands of Ionia 
Caria 

Kings of Caria 

Islands of Caria 

Lycia 

Pamphylia 

PiSIDIA 

IsAURlA and LY' 
CAONIA 

• Cilicia 
»Cyprus • 

Ktngs of Cyprus 
Lydia 


ASIA. 

Cities. Isiands, Tribes, Kings, etc. 
Phanagoria. 

Dioscuiias. 

Amisas, Amasia, Trapezns. 

Milhradales IV., Pharnaces I., Mlthradatea 
VI. the Gieat, etc. 

Amaslris, Sinope. 

Cliaiccdon, Cius, Ileraclea (Timotheus, 
Dionysius, Amastiis). 

Nicomedes 1., II., and III., Piusios 1., U. 
Cyzicus, Lampsacus, Feigamus. 

Philetaeius, the Atlalids 

Abydos, Alexandria Troas, Ilium, Scepsis. 

Tenedos. 

Cyme, Myrina, Temnos- 
Lesbos (Metlwmna, Mytilene). 

Clazomensc, Colophon, Ephesus, Erythise, 
Magnesia, Miletus, Smyrna. 

Chios, Samos. 

Cnidus, Halicarnassus, Slmtoniciea. 
Plecatomnus, Mausolus, Hidiieus, Pixo- 
daius. 

Calymno, Cos, Rhodes lalysus, Cainirus, 
Lind us). 

Cragus, Myra, Patara, Phaselis, etc. 
Aspendtts, Peiga, Side. 

Antiochia, Sogalassbs, Scige. 

Iconiiun, etc. 

Celenderis, Mallus, Soli, Tarsus, etc. 
Paphos, Salamis. _ • 

Baalinelelt, Asbaal,Evngoras, Nicocles, etc. 
Ssrdes, Titles, etc. 
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Phrygia Apamea, Cibyva, etc. 

Galatia Ancyro, Pesslnas, etc. 

Kiiiffs of Galatia Amyntas, etc. 

Cappadocia Csesarea, etc. 

Kings of Caff a- 

dona Ariaratbes, Ai-iobarzanes, etc. 

Armenia, Tigranes. Artavazdes, etc. 

Syria, Kings of Seleucus I. (Nicator), Antiochus I. (Sotei). 

Antiochus III. (the Great), etc., etc. 
CoMMAGENR Samosata, Zeugma. 

Cyrrhestica Beroea, Hierapolis. 

Chalcidenb Chalets. 

Selbucis and 
PiERiA Antioch. 

Ccelb-Syria Damascus, Heliopolis, Laodicea ad Liba- 

num. 

Thachonitis with 
ItorjEA Casarea-Paneas. 

Decapolis Canatha, Gadaia, Philadelphia, etc. 

Phienicb Byblus, Marathu^ Sidon, Tyre, 

Island of Acadus. 

GaliLjGA Ace (Ptolemais), Sepphoris (Diocsesarea), 

Tiberias. 

Samaria Caesarea, Joppa, Sebaste, 

JuDjEa Aliia Capitolina (Jerusalem), Ascalon, eta. 

fudaa, Kings of Simon Maccabteus, Alexander Jannaeus, 

Herod the Great, Agrippa, etc,, etc, 
Arabia Bostra, Philippopolis. 

Mesopotamia Cntrftae. Edessa (A^Asss^Mannos, Abgarus, 

etc, 

Babylonia, 

King of Timarchus. 

Assyria Nlniva (dandicmolis). 

Parthia, Kings of Arsaces I. and bis Successors. 

Persia, Kings of Daiius, the son of Hysiaspes, Xerxes, 
Artaxerxes, etc. 

Bactriana and Sophytes, Diodotus, Euthydemus. 

India Demetrius, Eucralides, Heliocles, Euthy-r 

Kings of demus 11., Pantaleon, Agathocles, Anti- 

machus, etc., etc, 

Tirseus, Artabazes, Attambili);, etc. 


Characene, 
KK^ of 
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AFRICA. 


Prminces. Cities, Islands, Ttibes, Kings, etc. 

Egypt, The Ptole- ( Ptolemy I. (Soter), — Ptolemy XIII. and 
tnaic Kin^ of. Cleopatra. 


Alexandria, Im- 
perial 
The Names, 
Cybenaica 

SVRTICA 

Byzacbnb 
Zeugitaka 


M. Antony, — Galerius. 


Csrrene, Barca. 

Leptis Magna, Oea. 
Ilatlrametum, etc. 
Caithage, Utica, etc. 
Numidia, Khtgs of Tugurtha, etc. 
•^Mauretania Bocchus I., Juba II. , etc. 


The above list, although an outline of the barest description, 
may serve to give some idea of the giound which is covered by a 
* collection of Greek and cognate coins. 

It will also serve to warn the young collector against buying 
in a miscellaneous manner. 

Let him take up some particular province } say, for example, 
SicUyj in which there weie some fifty towns which struck coins. 
He will soon find that the numismatics of these fifty towns will 
be a field for study which will amply reward him for the labour 
he bestows upon it. 


§ OF THE PRICES OF GREEK. COINS. 

The prices which Greek coins fetch at sales depend upon their 
rarity, their slate of preservation, and their sue, not much upon 
the aitistic or the historical interest, or upon the metal of wliidi 
they are composed. Thus, a gold coin of Alexander the Great, 
being common, may be obtained almost at metal value, while a 
rare copper coin of some obscure town in the heart of Phrygia 
may cost almost as many pounds as the gold coin of Alexander 
does shillings. 

II. ROMAN COINS. 

% general classification. 

The coins of ancient Rome ore not artistically as interesting as 
those of Greece, They are, however, most useful for all who de- 
sire to become acquainted with the history and institutions of the 
eternal city. 

They may be divided into the following classes : — « 

Coins of ike Rtpnhlic, 

I, Heavy Bronze coins cast in a mould, Ms Grave. 
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II . The so-called Consular ox Family seAea, consisting of silvei 
and bronze struck coins, together with a few gold pieces. 

Coins of the Emfire. 

III. Gold and silver, struck by the authority of the Em^ror. 

IV. Bronze (commonly called Large, Middle, and Small Brass), 
struck by authority of the Senate, and distinguishable by the 
letters S. C. (Senalus-Consulto). 

V. Imperil medallions in all metals, not intended to circulate 
os money. 

§ OF '"HE. .ffiS GRA.VE. 

(1) The as grave was the earliest money used in Rome and 
throughout the central and northern parts of the Italian penin- 
sula. It consisted of the As (or unit) mid its divisions and«^ 
multiples, as follows ! — 

As. Obv. Head of Janus ; Rev. Prow of ship. Mark of value i 
Semis (i As). Odz/. Hd, of Jupiter ,, ,, S 

TriensliAs). „ „ Pallas „ „ ....* 

Quadrans (I As). Odv. Head ofPIercules ,, ,, ... 

Sextans (J As). „ ,, Mercury ,, ,, , . 

Uncia As). „ ,, Roma ,, „ • 

MULTIPLES OF THE AS. 

Dupondius (2 Asses). 0 . Md. of R. Prow of 

Fallas ; ship. Mark of value II 

Tripondius (3 Asses). „ „ „ III 

Decussis (10 Asses). G. Head of Roma. „ ,, X 

The above types are those of the coins of Rome itself. Tlie 

Ks grave of the other Italian states bad diffeicnt types. 

llie As first issued In Rome is said to have weighed one pound, 
hence it was called tlie As Lihtalls. The earliest known speci- 
mensof the Libral series date from about B.c. 400. As time went 
on, it was gradually reduced in weight, at first to 4 oimces, about 
B.C. 268 (Ti'iental Rabietion), and subsequently, B.c. 217, to 
1 ounce {Uncial Rechiclien), and somewhat later even to i an 
ounce. 

§ OF THE SILVER "CONSULAR” COINAGE. o 

(2) Silver money was first struck In Rome about B.c. 268. 

It consisted of the following denominations : — 

The Denarius (=10 Asses). Ojw. Head of Roma; „ 

The Dioscuri. Mark pf value X 

The Qttinatius (>=5 Asses). Similar types ,, VorQ 
The Sestertius (—ai Asses). „ „ IIS 

Ailerwm'ds anotherdenomination called the Victoriatus was added: 
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Oiv. Head of Jupiter j Riv. Victory crowning a trophy. This was 
a coin of Campanian origin, and its value w as f of the denarius. 
The types of the silver money, at first constant and uniform, were 
subsequently varied according to the pleasure of the officers em 
trusted with the supervision of the coinage. The types of the 
Roman denarii of the last century of the Republic generally con- 
tain allusions to past (but never or very rarely to contemporary) 
events connected with the family of the moneyer. Hence such 
pieces may be called Family coins, but to give this name to the 
whole series of Republican denarii is incorrect. 

At first it is supposed that the direction of the Roman mint 
was entrusted to the Consuls themselves, but it was not long 
before special magistrates were appointed from time to time to 
superintend the currency. These Triumviri or Tresviri Mone- 
tales were officially d^ignated os Tresviri auro argento aere 
fiando feriundo, a title abbreviated on some coins to IIIVIR. 
A. A. A. F. F. The adjective Monetalis referred to the temple 
of Juno Moneta, in which the mint was situated, and from this 
epithet of Juno our modem word “ Money” is derived. 

It is usual, though not strictly sdentific, to arrange a cabinet of 
Roman Republican denarii under the family names of the money- 
ers, in alphabetical order. As the family name does not always 
occur upon the coin, the following table of surnames and 
of the families to which they belong will be found useful to the 
young collector in arranging his corirsi. 


Stfmame, 

Aciscultts 

Agrippft 

Ahaia 

AhenQliarbua 

Albinus 

Ajitiaticus 

A^uiaus 

Atratmus 

Auguffinus 

Boki 

Batbus 


Bassus 
, Bibulus 
Blajidus 
Blosio 
Brocchus 


Faiuily, 
Valeria. 
Luria. 
Viprania. 
Servilia, 
i)oinitia. 
Posturoia. ! 
Msraia. 
Cacilia. 
Cornelia. I 

Sempronia.! 
MtnucU. 
^Ha. I 

Acilia. I 

Anu>ma. 
Atia. I 

Cornelia. 
NsBvia. 
Thoria. 
BetiUena. 
.^Ipumia. 
KubelUa. 
Cornelia. 
Furia. 


SwyMfttf* 

Brutus 

fiuca 

Bursio 

Caiciantu 

Caapio 

Cassar 

Caldua 

Capella 

Capico 


Capitoh’nus 

^rlro 

Casca 

Caco 

Catullus 

Oeler 

CaUus^ 

Censorinus 

Cerco 

Cestianus 

Cethegus 

ChilOf Cilo 


Tamils* 

Junia. 

Emilia. 

Julia. 

Oa&ltu 

Servilia. 

Julia. 

Ccelia. 

Nsevia. 

Fonteia. 

Maria. 

Oppia. 

Ftttillia. 

Papina. 

SanHlia. 

Porcia. 

Valeria. 

^ssia. 

Papia. 

Marcia. 

Lutatia. 

Plactoria. 

Cornelia. 

Flaminia. 


Sitmame, 

Cinna 

Codes. 

Cordus 

Cossus 

Costa 

Cotta 

Crossipes 

Craasus 

Crlspinus 

Croto 

Detenus 

Fabatus 

Faustus 

Felix 

Flaccus 

Flavius 

Florus 

Fostulus 

Frugi 

Galleria] 

Galba 


Cornelia. 

Horatio. 

Mucia. 

Cornelia. 

Pedanto. 

AureliBa 

Furia. 

Lricinia. 

Canidio. 

Quiiictla. 

MetUia. 

P.ubi^ 

Roscia. 

Cornelia. 

Cornelia. 

RutiUfi. 

VajerUa 

Pedrnia. 

AquUlia. 

JPompaa. 

^alpunito, 

Meramia. 

Sulptda. , 
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Sur»awe> Family, Sn>nami, Family, Sit* name. Family 

Oallus Asinia. Natta Finaria. Saliuator Oppia. 

tf Caninia. Nerva Oscccta. Saianus Atilin. 

Gemmus Aburia. „ LicUua. So&erna Hosttlia. 

Gala Hosidia. „ Silia. Saturninus Appulela* 

Grag[ulus] Antestia. Nomentnnus Atilia. S>ueula Ctovia* 

Grac^us Sempronia. Nontanus Con^idia. Scasva Junia* 

Hemic .1 Flavia. Otho Salvia. Scarpus Finaria. 

Kypsaus Flautia. Patus ^lia. ^ Scaunis Emilia. 

JuMx Vettia. Conaidia. »» Aurelia, 

Junianus lAcinio. Palikanus LoUia, Scipio Cornelia. 

Kalenus Fufia. Pansa Vibia. Secuiidus Atiiat 

Labeo Fabia, PaulUis A^milia. Ser, . . . Manlia. 

lAblenus Atla? PhiUppua Marcia. Silanua Junio. 

L9Bca Porda. Philua Furia. Silianua Licinia. 

Lamia ^Ua. Pictor Fabia. ^ Silus Sergia. 

Lariscolus Accoleia. F^o Calpumia. Sisenna Cornelia. * 

l.entu!ua Cornelia. Pitio Sempionia. Splntber Cornelia 

Lepidua iEmilia. Pius Cecilia. Stolo Lidnla. 

Libo Marcia. „ Pompeia. Strabo Volteia. 

j, Scribonia. Plancus Munatia. Sufenas Konia. 

Licinus Porcia. t, Flautia. SulU Coinelia. 

Limetanus Mamilia. Platorinus Sulpicia. Sulpicianua Quinctia. 

l.onginus Caad^. Pulcher Claudia. Surdinua Naeviv. 

I.ongus Mussidia. Pu^ureo Fabia. Talna^ Juvenciu 

Lucanus Terentia. QuinctilUnusNonia Tampilus Beebia. 

Lupercus Gallia. ' Reginus Anti&tia. 'Pauiua Statilia 

Macer Licinia. Regulus Livineia. Xhermua Minucia. 

SepuUia. Reblio Antia. Tod .. . . . f 

Maemus Pompeia Rocus Creperia. Torquatus Manlia. 

MaUeolua PobUcla. Rufus Aurelia. Trigeminus Curlada. 

Marcellinus Cornelia. ,, Cordia. Trio Lucrctia. 

Morcellus Claudia. ,, Lucilia. Tiogus Maria. 

Mailduuiua Cossuliaf o Mescinia. Tubulus Hosdlia* 

Maximus Egnatia. ,, Mtnitcia. Tullus Mmcilia. 

,, F^ia. I, Plotia. Turdus Papina. 

Menior Famdeia. I „ Pompeia. iTurpilianus Petronia* 

Messalia 'Vale^ 1 »» Pomponla. I'Dnimanus ClaudiB, 

Metullufl Cscilia. i« Sulpicia. Voala Numonla. 

Molo Pomjonla. Rullus ServIHa. Varro Tetentia. 

Mnrcus StaUa. Rubiticus^ Auiidia. Varus ViMa, 

Murena Lidnla. Sabinua Minaiia. Vctus Antistia. 

Mua Deda. ,, Hturia. Vitulus Voconix 

Musa Pomponix ,i Vettia. Volusus Valeria. 

Naso Axia. Sabuki Cossutla. 

§ OF THE MONEY OF THE EMPIRE. 

(3 and 4.} Imperial coins. The Imperial series may be 
said to commence in B.c. 2, when Augustus was made Pater 
PaLrim. From this time forward the names of moneyers 
cease to appear on the coinage. 

The portrait of the emperor, or of some member #f the Im- 
perial family, now almost always occupies the obverse of the 
coin. The reverse type is, as a general rule, some allegorical 
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figure, such as !^es, JustiUa, Salus, Fietas, etc., etc,, or the 
rcpresenlation of some one of the many provinces of the em> 
pile, e.g. Britannia, Juclaia, etc., or again some military subject, 
e.g. legionary standards, or the empeior addressing his soldiers, 
together -with a great variety of types, to mention which would 
occupy far more space than we have heie at our disposal. 

The inscriptions on the Imperial coins contain in an abbie- 
viated form the date of their issue, calculated by the number of 
times which the Tribunitia Potestas, or Tribnnitian power, had 
been conferred upon the emperor. This office was renewed 
annually on the first day of January. The formula is tr. pot. 
or TR. P., followed by a numemi, as, on a coin of Trajan, 
-S' TR, p. x.\. cos. VI. IMP. xr. This means that the coin was 
stiuck when the emperor was in the possession of the Tribuni- 
lian power for the 20th time, of the consulship for the 6th lime, 
and of the Imperatorship for the tith time. Now, as Trajan 
had the Tribunitian power for the first time in a.d. 98, we get 
the date A.D. 116 for the coin in question. The other offices 
mentioned were not annual. 


The following is a list of the Roman emperors, and other 
members of the Imperial families, arranged in the order in 
which it is usual to classify their coins, which is, as far as pos- 
sible, chionological : — 


Aufpistns. . , B.C 97-A.O. 14 
Livia or JuUai vrifo of Augustus 
Agrippa 

A.D, 

Tiborius >4-37 

CuWkS 

Calus and Lucius 
'Diusus senior 
Antonia , 

Brusus junior 
Germanicits 

A^ppina, wife of Germnnicus 
& DruaU4, sons „ 

Caligula 37 - 4 * 

Claudius 4 i -$4 

firiiannicus 

Agnppiua, w. of Claudius 

Nero, ns* 54-^8 

Galba ..«.*>•« 09-^9 

Otho a <$9 

ViteUius 69 

Vespasian* • o . « « . < 69-79 

BomUilla, w. of Vespasian 
Domitilla, daughter of \'es< 
tia&iaii 


Titus A.D. 79-8 x 

i ulia, daughter of Titus 

lomitian Bz'-pS 

Bomitta, wife of Bomitian 

Nerva q6>98 

vTcoSatv 9^117 

Plotina, wife of 
Morciana, sister of Trajan 
Matidia, daughter of Mar> 
ciann 

krHadnan ei7 *'X3B 

Sabina, Wife of Hadrian 
iSiius, adopted by Hadrian 
l^vAntoninus Huh .... 138-161 
l^-Faustina 1 ., w. of Ant. Pius, 

M. Aurelius z6x->x8o 

Faustina 11 ., w. ofM. Aurelius 

L. Verus 161-169 

Lucilla, w. of L. Verus 
Commodus ...... z8o>i9a 

Crispina, w. of Commodus 
Fertmax ....... 193 

Didius J^lanus. .... 193 

hfanHa'Scantilla, w. of Bid. 

Julian. 
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Fescennlus Niger . . • t 194 
Clodius Albinus (in liiitain, 193-197 
SeptimiueSeverus. . . , X93>3xx 
Julia Domna, w. of S. Seve* 
rus 

LI. Aurel. Antoninus (Cam* 

calla) aix>-2X7 

Plautiliai vr. of Caracalla 
Geta, brother of Caracalla • aii-aia 
Macrinub 8x7 

Diadumeniao, eon of Lfa* 
crinus 

LI. Aurel. AoConinue (Elagn* 

balus) at8-aaa 

Julia Paulo, w. of £l«iga> 
balus ^ 

A ouillia Severn, v. of Elaga* 
oalus 

Annia Faustina, w. of £ta- 
rabalus 

Julia Soaemias, mother of 
Elanbalus 

Julia Almsa, gmndmotber 
of Elagabalus 

M. Aurd. Severus Alexan- 
der . 882-935 

Barbm Orbiana, w. of Sev. 

Alex. 

Tuba Mameea, mother of 
Ser. Al», 

Uranius Sulpldus Auto- 
ninua (in (he Eaet) 

Moximinus 835^338 

Paiibno, w. of Maximinus 
Maximus, son of Maximinus 
Gordian I. ..... . 038 

Gcffdian 11 , ..... . 938 

Fupienus . . .... 938 

f. Gordian III. Pius. « . . s36-<i44 
Tranquillina, of Gor- 
dian 1X1. 

t Philip I, . 944-840 

^ Ota^ia, vf, ofPhiiip I. 

‘Thilip II., son of Philip I. . 844-249 
- Trajan Decius . . . • . 349-35X 
HerennU Etruscilla, w. of 
Traj. Deciua. 

Herennhis Etrusous, son of 
Traj. DeciuH. ...» 
Hostihonus, son of TiaJ. 

Deciua. ...... 

Trebonianus Gallos , . . 
Voltu^QS, son of Treb. 

Gallus 

ASmiluinus . r . > • • 953-854 
Cornelia Supera, Vr. of 
^milian. 


951 


BSX 

951-254 


Valerianua t 853>2do 

Mill iiuana, w* of Vaiei inn I. 

GallUnus ess-sSB 

Salonina, vr. of G.iUicnu8 
SaloninuB, son of Gallienus 
Claudius II., Gothicus . . 968-970 
Quinlillus, brother of Clau- 
dius n. 

Aurelianus 270-275 

Severina, w. of Aurelianus 
Postumus (in Gaul) . . 258-267 

PostuiUu&II., bon of PosCuin. 

^ . . . 965-267 

• 267 

. ■ , afi 7 -a 73 ^ 

hlacrianus t. (in the East) 260-262 
Mftcrianus II., son of Mac- 
lianus I. 

Quietus, son of Macrianus I. 260-262 
Tacitus ....... 275-276 

Florianus 276 

••‘Probus ....... 276-282 

Carus ........ 282-283 

Carinus 283-285 

MagniaUrbIca, w. of Cati- 
nu8 

Nxgrinlanus, son of Carinus 

Numerianus 283-»84 

Julian us 

Diocletianus ..... . 884-305 
Maximiamis 1., Hei cults .986-305 
Caxausiub (in Britain) , . 987-293 
Allectus * . . ; * . ^ . 993-096 
Domltius Domitianus (in 
Egypt) 

QfWtAsMcmsV.Ch^'CA . «-3u3*^3db 
Maximianus XI. , . . .305-3x1 
Valeria, w. of Maxunian. II. 

Severus II 306-307 

Maximinus II. (Dnza) . , 308-3x3 

hlaxentius 306-3x2 

Kpmulus, son of Maxeniius 
» Xiicinlus I. ■ . . * . « 307-333 
Xicinlus II., son of Licl- 
nius 1. 

Martmianiis ..... 593 < 

Constantinus I,, the Great . 3o6*437 
^Fkusia, w. of ConstaTitine 
CrUpus, son of Constantine 
Helena, mother of Constant 
Theodora 

Delmatlus, nephew ef Con 
Stan tine 

Hanniballianus, brother of 
Delmatius 

Constontmus II. . , 337-340 
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Constans 337-350 

Magiientiw (in Gaul) . . 350-333 

Decentiubi brother of Mag- 
ftentius *- 

Nopotianuq 330 

Vetranio 350-336 

Constantins n« . « « <337-362 

ConstnntiuB GaUua 

TuUan XI. (The Apostate) 361-363 

Jovianus 363-364 

Valentlnian I. 364-375 


Valens 

Procopius Go the £ast) 
<Cratianus .... 
Maximus II. (Britain and 

Gaul) 




Kugenius (in baul) 
Ilononus .... 


364-378 

364-306 

* 75-383 

383-388 

375 - 39 » 

379-395 

392-394 

395 - 4*3 


The Above list is not quite complete, even as far as It goes, but 
it includes the names of all tlie emperors whose coins are at all 
likely to be met with bj' tlie young collector. 

The series of the large brass coins, which is more interesting 
"than the others, ceases after the reign of Tostumus. 


§ ROMAN MEDALLIONS. 

( 5 ) Imperial medallions. As illustrations of the life and reli- 
gion of the Romans under the Empire, as well as of the history 
of the times, no numismatic monuments which have come down 
to us can compete with the large bronze medallions. They are 
to be distinguished from the current large brass coins by the 
absence of the letters s.c, {senaUts conmlto), as well as usually 
by their larger size, higher relief, and finer work. As, how- 
ever, the prices fetched by good medallions are, as a rule, very 
high, they are practically out of the reach of the collector of 
moderate means. 


§ HOW TO DISTINGUISH TRUE FROM FALSE 
COINS. 

The young collector will not be long before he learns that a 
large number of the coins exposed for sale in shop vvlndows are 
false, and at first he may be a little discouraged by finding that 
he is himself quite unable to discriminate between a true coin 
and a false one. But let him not despair. lie will in time, by 

careful observation of undoubtedly authentic specimens of the 
class which he has selected for ^dy, gain a kind of Instinct 
which will enable him to detect the modern imitation at a glance, 
Seven though he may not always be able to explain his reasons 
to the uninitiated. 

False coins may he divided into the following dasscs : — 

„ 1. Forgeries struck from false modem dies. Such forgeries, 
,when the diq^ have been well executed by men familiar wi(th the 
characteristic peculiarities of ancient woik, are often exceedingly 
diiTicuU to delect, especially when they are of gold. 
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The true ancient patina and oxide wliich time aloue gives to 
bronze and siiver, cannot be exactly imilnlcd. 

A few hints may be of use in the detection of false struck 
coins. 

The weight, owing to the ignorance of the forger, is generally 
incorrect. 

The style of the art is weak, and the forms of the letters 
especially are timid and wanting in firmness. 

II. Modern casts made from ancient struck originals. A cast 
coin, when in gold or silver, may always be detected by its light 
weight, unless this has been compensated for by making the cast 
thicker than the original. Tlie lettering and the types on cast 
coins are also less sharply defined than on struck coins, and the 
surface has either a soft and soapy appearance, or else it is col 
vered with minute sand-holes, an infuible Indication of rough 
casting. The genuine patina of bronze coins is imitated by 
paint, which can be removed by spirits of wine. 

III. Electrotypes. These are of necessity of wrong weight. 
They may also be known by the edges, where the mark of join- 
ing of the two sides separately made and then stuck together, 
is never concealed, unless, which is seldom the case, the electro- 
type is intended to deceive. Many students who cannot afford 
to buy originals of rare coins, supply their places by dectro- 
types, which, as they are exact facsimiles, do not spoil the eye, 
as too much familiarity with false coins undoubtedly does. 
Electrodes may generally be split in two with a strong knife. 

IV. Original coins which have been altered with a graving 
tool may be classed as forgeries, and should be avoided, as 
there Is no telling to what extent they may have been "re- 
stored." 

g THE COIN CABINET. 

Coins should be kept under lock and key in a mahogany 
cabinet. Trays made of cedar should never be used, as there is 
a deposit from tliis wood which covers the surface of copper and 
lead coins with a kind of varnish which is difficult to remove. 
In arranging coins in the trays, begin at the left hand lop 
comer, placing the 'coins in rows, one in each hole. Under, 
every com there should be a descriptive card or a number refer-': 
ring to a catalogue. In which the price paid for every specimen 
should be carefully recorded, as well as the name of the persons 
from whom it was acquired. A coin from a well-known cabinet 
wilkt^ways fetch more when sold than on equally Jine specimen 
of which tile antecedents are unknown. * 

BARCIJIY V. IlEAU. 




